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FOREWORD

Travelling is becoming an activity of more and more people in
the world today. They travel within their own countries or around
the world for business, for education, for sightseeing, for visiting
friends and relatives and even for health and recreation. Tourism has
thus become a flourishing modern industry of most of the countries
in the world. “In many parts of the world tourism is providing
the fastest growing source of dollars which in turn provide new funds
for local investment in industries” says the Wall Street Journal.

China, too, has been trying to develop her tourist industry by
opening to tourists cities and regions such as Tibet (so far closed
to foreigners) and building more hotels with better accommodations
for the tourists. For a Third World country like China with her
ancient civilization, developing tourist industry is not merely for
earning more foreign exchange to provide new funds for her local
industries. What is more important for her is to get herself closer
to all the different countries to promote friendship and good will and
better understanding between them, irrespective of the different lan-
guages they use,
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Language as a medium of communication plays a very important
part in social intercourse, especially in the comity of nations today.
If the travelling is within one’s own country, language does not be-
come much of a problem. But if it is done in a foreign country,
language will very often become a barrier unless it is English which
is now the world’s most widely used language.

This book is specially designed to provide help and guidance on
problems of being familiar with and using English in tourism. It
is also intended for undergraduate art and science students with
English in tourism and tourist management as a special course. The
book consists of a full programme of dialogues, extensive readings
with exercises and questions for discussion—all arranged in a graded
and systematic way. Besides, therc are useful patterns, idiomatic
expressions and additional words and phrases with both English
and Chinese equivalents. Every effort has been made to present up-
to-date, practical and realistic models of the English language spoken
today throughout the world by selecting materials from various
sources.

It is sincerely hoped that this book may also prove useful as a
reference material to the trainees going to be reception personnel
or interpreters and guides for foreign nationals on a tour in China,
to the teachers of English at all levels of instruction in secondary
schools and to all those who are interested in the English language.

East China Normal University WAN CHUN SHYUAN

Foreign Language Dept. (FEH)
November 15, 1990
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