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REPORT ON SHANXI DIALECT INVESTIGATION AND STUDY

Report on Shanxi Dialect Investigation and Study is the chief achievement of the national
major research project (1986-1990) " The General Records of the Shanxi Dialects”. The report.
which covers the main parts of the Jin dialects, is divided into two volumes, and the total number
of words is 1 million.

The first volume has chapters on various topics, including a general ‘survey of the Shanxi di-
alects, phonetics, historical phonology, vocabulary, grammar, difference between colloquial and
literal reading , and phonetics and vocabulary comparison of 42 typical local areas. It also prm;ides
exemplary sentences in syntax and many recorded materials. Also included are 50 dialect maps,
an appendix of special pronunciations of place names in Shanxi, and a bibliography of the study
on the Shanxi dialects.

The second volume probes into the criteria of dividing dialect areas and describes in detail the
" dialects in the middle, west, southeast, north, south and northeast parts of Shanxi province in
phonetics and vocabulary. It also provides 31 dialect maps and lists of the phonological system of
each dialect and a comparison of initials, rimes, and fones of these dialects.

The report is the most comprehensive and the most systematic work on the Shanxi dialect

produced up to now.
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