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Passage 1
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Hair App‘arent1

1 Ludwig Van Beethoven probably thoughts, he was taking his
secrets to the grave when he died in 1827. He thought wrong.
While the compaser wi¥decorously interred in his beloved Vienna ,
most of his hair wasn’t; so wvenir-hunting fans snippped off so
much of his silver ‘Ip;age” efore burial that he went to his tomb
almost bald. 4 ' ‘

2  What does a posthurmious haircut! have to do wit'}\; secrets?
Forensic (# &) scientists have long known that a body’s hair has
tales to tell. To begin with, it caarries DNA ([ BB B 8),
which can be used to determine family relationships (that’s how
scientists determined that a woman name Anna Anderson was not,
as she claimed, Princess Anastasia of Russia) or hereditary diseases
(that’s how they hope to prove Lincoln suffered from Marfan
syndrome (¥ JLZESJE), a _g_efitg—d_isox"der that makes its victim
grow tall and gangly & & #7). Hair also soaks up drugs and other
foreign substances from the body (low levels of arsenic in
Napoleon’s hair established that the ex-Emperor probably wasn’t
poisoned , as some historians believed).

3 Now it’s Beethoven’s turn, thanks to- two Arizona music
lovers. They bought lock ‘of hair at an atiction in 1994, and have
ordered it for scientific analysis. So far, researchers have learned
that the composer didn’t have ,I.i_cce/ and didn’t take qlorphine for his
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kidney stones or his cirrhosis (4 of the liver. They are still
looking for traces of mercury and lead, either of which could have

caused his famous deafness; the former would be an especially, juicy”,

find, since mercury in those days was used to treat syphilis (B§ %),

which some scholars think Beethoven may have had. They’d also

like to know if he took any medicine for the terrible diarrhea he

reportedly suffered; his hair might reveal that too. It won’t help

anyone better appreciate the Ninth Symphony. But it might make

for (230 some highbrow (i%ﬁjnﬁlﬁﬁ)_go&ip.

Comprehension Questions

1.

2.

In line 1, “his secrets” refer to all of the {ollowing EXCEPT

(A) how he went deaf

(B) what medicine, if any, he took to cure his diarrhea

(C) how he wrote the Ninth Symphony «

(D) whether he had lice

All of the following are true EXCEPT

(A) President Lincoln was tall the thin

(B) some historians believed that Napoleon was poisoned with
arsenic

(C) President Lincoln suffered from Marfan syndrome

(D) Anna Anderson claimed to be Princess Anastasia of Russia

If Beethoven definitely did not suffer from syphilis, which of the

following will be true? C

(A) Lead would be found easily.

(B) Beethoven did not suffer from diarrhea.

(é) Researchers would find it difficult to pinpoint the cause of
Beethoven’s deafness.

(D) Mercury would be the major cause of Beethoven’s deafness.

It can be inferred {from the passage that

(A) DNA may also be used to trace non-hereditary diseases

{B) levels of substance soaked up in the hair remain little

)
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changed over time
(C) Beethoven suffered many other diseases
(D) in Beethoven’s time, mercury was used to treat a wide
range of diseases
5. Which of the following words could best be substituted for

“juicy” (para, 3) without substantially changing the writer’s
Iy

meaning ?

(A) similar ~ (B) disappointing

(C) scientific (D) exciting
(8]

1. Hair Apparent B{EE LA SCF W&, b WX, EEH
EMiEHF LT heir apparent (46 ADH L, DEEHIEPE B
W, B, - KR EHHME LS % Curl up and Dye, BR R “E X5
R EBEENKATURRBHEBIET7, BN dye fl die FFH.

H H i, Where there is a will, there is a way. (FE%,.5 &
O 3853 WL AT LA i Where there is a will, there are relatives. (
EREBBHBT , FBaE ) BRH will TUFER“EE”, & X
FZRHEE,



Passage 2

K& 2000 89068, it BT HF RV ML
HMEBIRANGER . FL,“FER'RELT
T EHATIRE SR hUBFEHRLNRE
“of 3wl 7

Year 2000 Time Bomb

1 No one knows for sure how much trouble will occur at the
stroke of midnight, Dec. 31, 1999, when computer clocks roll over
everywhere Some fear the worst; More than half of the technology
executives polled recently by CIO magazine', for instance, say they
will avoid flymg commermally on Jan. 1, 2000. Another survey
found that 38 percent of information technology industry
professionals plan to pull money from banks and investments just
before 2000.

2 Even if planes don’t fall from the sky and banks don’t lose
people’s deposits, experts say we all will experience inconvenience
from what is becoming widely recognized as the “year 2000
problem. ” They predlct everything from d1srupted travel schedules
to more serious problems, like large-scale power outages or even
global recession. The processing of tax refunds, vegrans benefits
(Hi <) anc( employee checks could be hampered (JH#%). Indeed,
in some places, the problems is already upon us. One survey found
that 44 percent of U. S. companies had already experienced a year
2000 failure—like the grocery in Warren, Mich. , whose entire
computer system crashed when a cashier tried to swipe (R (K))a
credit card bearing a 2000 expiration date

3  As glitches UM go?, the year 2000 computer problem (or,
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in computerese (it & $L 47 i&), the “Y2K” problem) is simple
enough. Many of the world’s computers cannot recognize a year
that begins with “20” instead of the familiar “19” because, to save
space, programmers used only the last two digits to refer to a given
year. When the millennium (-F 4F) arrives, thousands of computers
could interpret the year 2000 as the year 1900 and make a mess of
daily life.

4 Fixing the Y2K problem is also simple—in concept Someone
must examine every line of code in every computer, locate the
instructions regarding dates, and rewrite them to accept 2000 as a
year designation. But despite the rising din (g 8 ) of warnings,
surveys indicate that too few managers in business and government
recognizes how little time is left to complete the task.

Comprehension Questions

1. Which of the following statements is best supported by the
passage?
(A) Many people in the technology industry are worried about
the “Y2K” problem.
(B) The “Y2K” problem is only a minor error and is no cause
for concern. T '
(C) A great deal has been done to fix the “Y2K” problem.
(ﬁ) The consequences of the “Y2K” problem will be so serious
that the whole human race will be eradicated.
2. Why does the author mention the grocery in Warren, Mich. ¢
{A) To illustrate that the problem is real.
(B) To point out that the incident is an isolated one.
(C) To list the industries that might be affected.
(D) To caution against credit card use.
3. What caused the computer system to crash at the grocery in
Warren, Mich. 7
(A) The system could not recognize a year designation
" beginning with “20.”



(B) The system could not recognize a year designation
béginning with “19.”
(C) The system’s “YZK” problem had been fixed but the credit
card hadn’t been upgraded.
(D) The credit card was not valid.
4. In computerese, the year 30,000 would be written as
(A) Y3000K (B) Y3KK
(C) Y3KKKK (D) Y30K
5. The writer uses the phrase “in concept” (para. 4) most probably
to imply which of the following?
(A) Fixing the “Y2K?” problem is conceptually difficult and
requires great expertise.
(B) Understanding the “Y2K” problem is more important than
knowing how to fix it.
(C). Simple as it is, fixing the “Y2K” problem may be time-
consuming.

(D) Fixing the “Y2K” problem is as easy as the problem itself.
[FE]

1. CIO magazine, —&F XA ARFAEAIDMAEE. CIO:
Chief Information Officer # 1 5 .

2. As glitches go: #i/NEEET . as...go MEREYHHeemr
#’?ﬂsﬁ """ %‘”,Mtﬂ:
It wasn’t much, as bridges go: not wide enough for a car or sturdy
enough to support a motorcycle. XA R T —ME#H . LR N BH
MEERLE - REZIAT - HEREHER.



Passage 3
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They Love Our Money

1 Every morning thousands of traders from the countries of the
former Soviet Union descegg on the Aksaray district of this ancient
Turkish seaport. Soon its narrow streets, where signs in Russian
outnumber those in Turkish, are filled with visitors buying
wholesale goods for resale to customers back home: jewelry, eye-
glasses, plumbing fixtures, and most of all, clothing. “You want it
in black?” asks the Russian-speaking owner of a store specializing in
leather coats. “Come back tomorrow by 5 p. m. and we’ll have it in
black. ” Then the names of the price; $ 150 per coat—in American
cash, please.

2 While Istanbul’s moneychangers can handle everything from
Romanian lei to Kazakh tenge, the green back (3 €) reigns
supreme. And that is true around the globe. Few Americans rr;iy
realize it, but more U. 8. currency is in circulation outside the
United States than inside. Of the $ 450 billion in bills and coins
now lining (3 3 Ipeople’s wallets, cash registers, bank vaults , and
mattresses, about two thirds—or $ 300 billion—is abroad.

3 That percentage is rising. The end of the cold war opened the
former Soviet bloc to American. currency, and restrictions on
currency trading have been eliminated in much of Africa, Asia, and
the Middle East. Hoseph Botta, who tracks U. S. cash for the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York, says that the amount of U. S.
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currency abroad has grown $ 15 billion to $ 20 billion a year for the
past five years.

4 Roughly 80 percent of the American cash abroad is in the form
of $100 bills. That contrasts sharply with cash at home, which
circulates mainly in $ 20 bills (the denomination (& {&) favored for
use in automated teller machines). Says Botta; “The higher
denominations are very popular outside the U.S. , and that reflects
what people are using the currency for”—not small, daily purchases
but savings and commercial transactions. In many countries, the
local currency is ravaged by iriﬂaﬂtgn or residents do not trust the
banks. - -

5 The popularity of the U. S. bank note () B ), says Peter
Bakstansky of the Federal Reserve, is “a vote of confidence in the
monetary, fiscal, and economic system” of the United States. And
the Fed! is Wlllmg to go a very long way (£ X /1K) to maintain
that confidence: In the spring of 1996, (when the United States
redesigned the $ 100 bill to thwart (¥ counterfeiters (£ ¥&
&), Treasury officials undertook a multimillion-dollar advertising
campaign to reassure Russians that the estimated $ 20 billion of old

bills they possessed would still be legal tender (¥ & #1).
Comprehension Questions

1. People come to the Aksaray district to

(A) sell goods {B) buy wholesale goods
(C) exchange money (D) do sightseeing
2. The number of American cash abroad in $ 100 bills is about
(A) 450 billion (B) 360 billion
(C) 300 billion (D) 240 billion
3. It can be inferred that the small denomination bills are favored
for . v
(A) savings (B) business transactions
A(C) daily purchases (D) money exchange
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4. The writer states all of the following as factors in the popularity
of U. S. dollars abroad EXCEPT
(A) opening of Soviet bloc to American currency v
(B) the competitive edge of U.S. dollars over other currencies
(C) elimination of restrictions on currency trading
(D> collapse of local currencies
5. Which of the following was the specific effort aimed at
maintaining confidence in U. S. dollars abroad?
(A) Issuing more $ 100 bills.
(B) Issuing more small denomination bills.
(C) Redesigning $ 100 bills.
(D) Campaigning to reassure old bills would still be valid.

(%]
1. Fed: ZE ¥ f# (Federal Reserve Board )i 5 .



