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Unit 1

PASSAGE FOR COMPREHENSION

A French Boy’ s Ldventures in Canada

Starting Time: Minutes Secends

Early one morning in the spring of 1652, three young men decided to go hunt=3
ing, They left the little {ort of Three Rivers, on the Saint Lawrence Ri-
ver,for the marshes of Lake St, Peter, On one side of the lake were the
forest-covered-—]_nms. On the other side was the broad St, Lawrence, with
miles of marshes, Wild ducks, geese, and other birds migrated there every
year, T

The three young men did not really know the dangers involved in leav—
ing the fo‘r\t' at that time, Everyone else knew that the Iroquois Indians
around the settlement had been lying in ambush for a long time, Every week
some settler who worked his lands outsim protecting fence of the fort
was set upon and killed, However, the boys, unaware, went happily along,
boasting about how they would fight if the Indians attacked them_, Oue boy
stayed close to the forest, watching for Indians; the other two stayed by
the river, looking for wild animals and birds to shoot, About a mile from
the fort they met a herdsman, He warned them not to go too close to the
hills because he Lad §:é£ rr;é.ny Indians there,

When they had travelled some distagce and shot a number of ducks,
onc boy said he had had enough, He decided he would go back to the fort,
The second boy said that he would join him_  However, the third boy,
,Pierfe, laughed at the other two and continued hunting alone,

" When Pierre had gone about nine miles from the fort, he came to a
stream that was too deep to walk across, and he realized that he already
had more birds than he could carry, He hid some of the birds in hollow
trees gnd started back to the fort with a st\xigg of geese and ducks over his
shoulder, »

Finally, Pierre saw the roofs of the settlement above the river, gleain:

ing in the last rays of sunlight, A great flock of ducks was swimming on

3




the river and the sight of them reassured Pierre, He reasoned that if any
people were nearby the ducks would have become frightened and would have
flown away,K Pierre decided mnot to miss this wonderful chance to shoot
one or two more ducks, He moved quietly through the tall grass toward
the water, Suddenly he stpmbled over the bodies of his two friends, They
had been stripped of their clothing and scalped,

Pierre t}?e‘d to hide in the tall grass, He heard gun shots from the for-
est behind him, and fired back, but the Indians were too much for him_
When he came to his seunses, Pjerre found himself being dragged back to
the woods where the Iroquois showed him the scalps of his dead friends,
7 The Indians stripped Pjerre of his clothes and tied him to a tree, Then
they gathered around the fire for their evening meal Suddenly an alarm
was sounded: the French were coming, The Indians put the fire out imme-~
diately, and a number of Indians set out to see where their enemijes were,
The Indians soon returned with news which was evidently reassuring, A
second fire was lit, and the meal continued,

Then Pierre’s clothes were returned to him, When the young warriors
offered Pierre some of their food, they saw that their ralx_l_c_i_d' meat made
him ill, Then they boiled some fresh meat sn clean water and gave Pierre
corn meal browned on buraing sand with the meat, Since Pierre did not
struggle or try to escape, he was untied, That night he slept between two
Indians under a common blanket, In the moraing they all set out for the
Indian village, d '

The Indians shaved Pierre’s head and decorated it with an [roquois
head-dress, They also taught him how to hold an oar and throw speafs,
Pierre reasoned that, since he had not begn killed and scalped as his
two friends had been, it might be because thec Indians were impressed by

the facts that he had gone on alone when his friends had turmed back, and.-
that he never seemed to be frightened of the Indlans )

After several days of travelling, they arrived at a iake‘ The Iroquois
went to a pool of water on the bank of the lake and threw hot stones into
the pool until the water was steaming, Then each Iroquois took a bath, to
-clean himself before meeting his family, '

The return of the Indians to their village was, as usual,a great occasion,
The wives came to meet them, Then all the people of the village armed them=
selves ‘ﬁth clubs and whips to torture the captives, The Indians formed two
li;(:s: through which the captives were forced to run, When it was Pierre’s
turri to run between the two lines of whippers, he was told quietly to runm
very fast so that he couldf not be hurt, )
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After Pierre had run through the line, a captive Huron woman, who
had lived in the village for some time, took Pjerre to her cabin, She gave
him fresh clothes and food, Then he was taken to the Council Lodge of the
Iroquois for judgment,

The wise men of the tribe sat around a fire, sileantly smoking their
pipes, The old Huron woman came in and begged them to spare Pierre’s
life, The men listened and made signs of approval, Finally, the old woman
was 'given permission to adopt Pierre as her son,

Pierre’s new family dressed him in colored blankets and strings of
wampum, which is made of shells and stones that are very highly polished,
This wampum was used as mggxe:y by the Iﬁdians_ -

So it was that Pierre came to live with the Iroquois Indians, They
gave him a gun and he went hunting with them every day,

Although he was grateful for all these attentions, and happy to have
made new friends, Pierre still hoped to return one day to his family at
Three Rivers, He was finally allowed to return and, later in life, he became
a fur—trader, His knowledge of the Indian customs and language helped him
considerably in his explorations and commercial dealings, However, he
was not always a successful man, because he was too independent to bow

and scrape to governors and kings,
it

Finishing Time: Minutes Seconds

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

1, fort n, building or group of buildings specially errected or strengthened
for military defence g, IRIR; B4

2, marsh n, low-lying, wet land B Eih

3., geese (pl, of goose) n, water-bird larger than a duck £8

4, migrate y, §{, (of birds and fishes) come and go with the seasons (}§

5, &) BEITHIB

5, involve v, ¢, cause (sb, or sth, ) to be caught or mixed up in trouble

or danger A, FERTHEERGKR LA

6, Iroquois n, a member of a confederacy of N, American Indian tribes

BHikBA, ALEMERHEZ—

7. ambush n, troops, etc, lying in wait to make a surprise attack HB{R,
RE&
8, boast v, #, & i, use words in praise of oneself, one’s acts, belongings,

ete, BEs HWAIE
9, string n, series of things threaded on a piece of fine cord L KR

5
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10, gleam v, i, send out rays of soft light [ A%

11, ray n, line,beam, of radiant light, heat, enmergy £f; A1k

12, flock n, number of birds or animals of one kind,ejther kept together or
feeding and travelling together #f; & F: EiH ¥H

13, reassure y, {, remove the fears or doubts of {FEZ2.0» B e 2 AR

14, stumble v, i, strike the foot against sth, and almost fall £33 BEMEDL
1Tl

15, strip v, ¢, &, i, take off @3k Bk

16, scalp v, #, cut the skin and hair off the enemy’s head as a trophy of
victory by the Indians of N, America in olden times gF&K...-- Bk &

17, alarm n, warning of danger, apparatus used to give such a warning L -3
B WL

18, evident adj, plain and clear B BRNW

19,

20,
21,
22,
23,

24,

25,
26,
27,
28,

evidently adv, B1BH BN

rancid e¢dj, with the smell or taste of stale, decaying fat or buttery ill
smelling £ BERISITR Il ok BRI

corn n, maize E}k

brown v, t. & i, bake Jit; X%

shave u, #, & i, cut hair off the skin with a razor I, &

oar n, pole with a flat blade used to propel the boat through the water

3"y 1B

impress v, have a strong influence on; fix deeply on the mind,
memory %ﬂmam, BEIENE.

club pn, heavy stick with one thick end used as a weapon B
torture y, #, cause severe suffering to I

captive n, person kept as a prisoner {Zp8

Huron n, one of the Great Lakes of the U, S, A, and Canada; 4k &
ERRINE K2 AT AMEZ—)s s member of the North American Indian

~ tribes living between Lakes Huron, Erie andv'Ontario" RiGEA

29,
30,
31,
32,
33,

34,

_cabin n, small, usu, roughly made house ,B; KR

Council Lodge n, place where a council meets £

judgement n, judging or being judged ¥l M

spare sb,’s life phr, not kill-him or have him killed ﬁ%Aﬂgﬁ

adopt u, #, take sb, into one’s family as a son or daughter l&jb#%ﬁ
Fx '

wampum n, shells threaded like beads and used as ornameats by North
American Indians R FHZ%E '

|-
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35. polish v, t, & i, make or become smooth and shiny by rubbing BE¥s

235 16

36, grateful adj, feeling or showing thanks BRI Y

37. attentions n, kind or polite act J&#h; Bk

38, fur—trader n, merchant doing business of fur JfIRy

39, commerce n, trade; the exchange and distribution of goods 5 Wik
commercial adj, FikKs By

40, dealing n, business 3L %5

41, scrape v, f, & i, to draw back one foot in making a bow YRGB —

THE
COMPREHENSION

Here are ten questions or unfinished statements about the passage, each with
four suggested ways of answering or finishing it, You are to choose the
one you consider the most suitable without looking back at the passage, Give
one answer only to each question, J
1, The young hunters did not hesitate to leave the fort because
a, they were very brave,
\y b, they did not know how dangerous it was,
c, they saw some ducks and geese to shoot,
d, they were only going for the day,
2. When the Indians heard that the French were coming, they
a, got their horses ready to fight,
", b, tried to dress Pierre like an Indian,
- ~ ¢, put out the fire,
d, showed Pierre the scalps of his dead friends,
3, When Pierre could not eat the meat, the Indians
a_ laughed at him, b, offered him a hot bath,
c, put war-paint on his face, «d, boiled him some fresh meat,
4, When they arrived at the village, Pierre was not tortured or killed be3
cause
a, he had shown his courage, ‘
b, the old woman wanted to adopt him,
-c_ everyone was too happy celebrating,
d, the French did not attack,
5, In what century did this story take place?
a, Sixteenth, b, Eighteenth,
¢, Seventeenth, d, Nineteenth,
6, Before the Iroquois met their families, they

e e A DTS W 5



~, tried to show they had been brave,
'b. prepared their collection of scalp‘s.
&. threw hot stones into a pool, C
d, painted their faces,
7. From the "V;?ray the Indians treated Pierre, it seemed they admired the trait of
a, courage, RN b, silence,
"¢, curiosity, ) d, hostility,

8, Wampum was different from plain shells and stones because

ao
b,
c

d,

-the Indians put a special spell on it,

the Indians decorated it with special paints,
the Indians polished each piece for a long time,

the Indians collected the wampum from the St Lawrence,

9, Pierre realized the French were not going to attack whea the Indians

a, tied a rope around his waist,
b, started to do a war dance, C
~ ¢, relit the fire and ate,
d, displayed the scalps of his two friends, _
10, This story shows that a European living with the Indains
a, could never be happy. . \\_
b, gradually forgot about his family, 4
c, was never really trusted,
. 4, could get ﬁlong quite well with them,
VOCABULARY

In ea.h of the following sentences, one word or phrase is underlined, you

are to select the best meaning or synonym for the word or phrase among

the choices given,

1, Wild ducks, geese, and 6’cher birds migrated there every year,

a, settled down _

b} went from one region to anothég -’
. t

¢, travelled coastantly

d.

roved about

2, However, the boys, unaware, went happily along, boasting about how
they would fight if the Indians attacked them,

a.

deliberately ignorant b, careless

W not knowing . d, indifferent
3, He hid some of the birds in hollow trees and started back to the fort
with a string of geese and ducks over his shoulder,

a, a connected series of things b, a long cord
P e

«
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¢, binding materijal d, a moving formation -

4, A great flock of ‘ducks was swimming on the river amd the sight of
them reassured Pierre, .
a, made confident again | b, excited
e, confused d, turnmed down
5. The Indians soon returned with news which was evidently reassuring,
a, suggestively b, sensibly
¢/ plainly; clearly » d_ sensuously
6., When the young warriors offered Pierre some of their food, they saw
that their rancid meat made him jll,
a_ unusual tasting ¢b, foul smelling
c, badly prepared d, quite rare
7. That night he slept between two Indians under a common blanket,
a, most unusual b, shared by all
\ ¢, very ordinary d, plain looking
8. Pierre reasoned that, since he had not been killed and scalped as his
two friends had been, it might be because the Indians were impressed by
the facts that he had gone on alone when his friends had turned back,
and that he never seemed to be frightened of the Indians,
a, made a statement b, was intelligent
¢, had hope . d, decided by clear thinking
9, The men listened and made signs of approval,
a, showing concern « b/ giving permission
¢, showing authority d, demanding discipline
10, His knowledge of the Indian customs and language helped him consider3

ably in his explorations and commercial dealings,

a, unfair transactions b, professional cards

¢, business affairs -« . d, swapping and trading

FAST READING PRACTICE

You are given three mjuntes to finish reading the following passage and mak=

ing your choices according to the information given in the passage,

Because he wrote his name so American Revolution, He was presi-

that it could be read easily, John dent of the Coatinental Congress,

Hancock has a place in the diction- He was also governor of Massachu=

ary.

setts and one of the first men to sign

John Hancock was a wealthy he Declaration of Independence,

"

man who helped the patriots in the  Yet he is remembered best for his

e —— AT ¢
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large signature,
when
Dec=

said

told that

Hancock sat down to sign the

The story is

laration of Independence, he
that he would write his
large enough for John Bull to read
without his glasses, (John Bull staads
for‘England, as Uncle
for the United States,
the
four and three—quarters inches long—

signature

Sam stands
> Hancock’s
signature on Declaration is
an inch longer than his usual signa—
ture |

@i}y Johlfl Hancock can be used

to mean \Fny person s signature/

1. This selection is mainly about

a_ the American Revolution,

b, John Hancock’s handwriting,
¢, how an American expression
« began,

@_ signing the Declaration of In-

dependence,

2, Hancock is remembered best be—-{ ,;7
(X P ¢, a name that stands for Eng—

[N

cause he Y

& was
setts,

governor of Massachu-

C b helped the patriots in the Re-

volution,

‘(“i signed his name in large let:
ters,

d was president of the Conti=

nental Congress

8, John Hancock said that he made

10

4, His real
" was probably that he wanted to

e

his signature large so that

a_ people would see it,

b, it would
proud to be a patriot

show that he was

.&, John Bull could read it without

his glasses,
d, he would be

one of the signers,

signed,
.b show

a patriot,

remembered as

reason for writing large

a_ have people see that he had
that he was proud to be

could

c, see how large he
write,
d; be remembered for writing

large,

\John Bull is
:\ _
1 a another

i b, England’s@ncle Sam\

land,

"¢#d, both b and ¢

%

\

6. According to the dictionary,

John Hancock ls a

Nt Aot S

' a, governor,

b, man who signs petitions,
c, strong patriot,
.d, person’s signature,

N LR

name for Uncle Sam,

a
——
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Unit 2

PASSAGE FOR COMPREHENSION

Rubber

Starting Time: Minutes Seconds

Rubber is a very useful vegetable product, It is made from latex,a white
liquid found in the stems and leaves of many plants, Latex is even f{ound
in milkweed and dandelions, However, not all latex contains rubber,
And in some plants there is too little latex to use for making rubber,

More than nine-tenths of the world’s supply of rubber comes from a
tree known as the para rubber tree, which is native to the Amazon Valley

[

in Brazil There is another variety of rubber tree which is native e Central
Arhe?uEa There is also a desert s}&b which produces a rather large amounj
of rubber, And the Russians have even obtained rubber from a species o
dandelion, ‘

“When Christopher Columbus made his first trip to the Americas, he saw
Indians playing a game with rubber balls, Obviously, the Indians of South
and Central Amerlca”had dlSCOVGI'ed ‘rubber long before the FEuropeans
arrived,

Explorers reported that they saw the Indians make little statues, cups,
and shoes out of latex, The Indians allowed the latex to dry in molds, which
they made out of mud, When the latex was dry they removed it from the
mold and smoked it over a fire, Smoking strengthened the latex and reduced
its stickiness, Explorers also noticed that, in dances and processions, the [a=
dians burned torches that were made with latex that was allowed to harden
on the ends of sticks, .

A Frenchman named Charles La Condamine introduced rubber to Europe,
La Condamine was sent to South America to make scientific observations,
When traveling in the Amazon Valley, he noticed many Indians collect—
ing latex, He was interested to see how the Indians used the latex they
collected, After making detailed observations, La Condamine sent samples of

latex to Europe, along with a description of the ways in which the Indjans

11



used it Before very long, Europeans feund uses for latex too,

Latex was first used for waterproofing cloth, Melted rubber was spread
on cloth and allowed to dry, The first experiments were not very satisfac>
tory because the cloth became sticky in hot weather and cracked in cold
weather,

However, more satisfactory methods were soom developed, In Englaad,
a man named Charles Mackintosh found a good method of making cloth “for
raincoats, Even today, many people call a raincoat a “mackintosh ?

An Englishman named Sir Harry‘ Wickham shipped seeds of the wild
rubber tree to England, After several unsuccessful attempts to grow rubber
trees from the seeds, Wickham shipped about seventy thousand seeds to the
Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, The seeds were planted there and about
two thousand of them produced plants, When the plants were about two
months old, they were sent by boat to the Botanical Garden in Ceylon,

Another Englishman went to Brazil and collected more seeds, which he
sent to Kew, Plaats from these seeds wére also sent to the East_ From these
trees came the millions of rubber trees in Ceylon, Jav"a, Malaya, Bornaeo,
Burma and parts of India,

An English chemist gave rubber its English name, He discoyered that it
could be used to rub out pencil marks -Since his rubber had come frem
India, he called it “India rubber, »

After the rubber plantations were established in the East Indies, many
experiments weré made to discover the best ways of tapping the trees,k At
about the same time as the first rubber plantations were established, a dis-
ease killed most of the coffee trees growing in the East Indies, Many Dutch
and English planters were left without a cas crop, The goyvernments of
England and Holland encouraged these planters to put in rubber trees
instead of coffee trees, .

More and more people began to buy automobiles, which need rubber
tires, Soon the automobile industry was using most of the rubber produced,
The rubber production from wild trees in South America declined because
the plantation system was more économical,‘ As the rubber business declined
_in South America, Brazil turned to the production of coffee, Now Brazil
produces more coffee than any other country in the world, &

Rubber plantatwns in the East Indies are of two main kmds—small fami-
ly farms and large plantations, The small plantings are cared for and tappEd
by the family, These farmers usually grow rice and other food as well, They
tap theﬁr rubber trees when the price of rubber is high enough to permit

them to make a profit, About half of the world’s rubber comes from such

12
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farms,

The big plantations are run by companies, Since many workers are need3
ed, the companies generally provide them with housing, food, aand medical
care, in addition to their salaries, Most companies have research depart=>
ments that carry out experiments to find better and cheaper ways of producing
rubber, Usué.lly, plantation rubber is of a higher quality than the rubber
f>rom small farms,

Rubber trees are grown from seeds, These seeds are planted in beds of
specially prepared, rich soil so that they will come up quickly, When the
plants are a few inches tall, they are set out in new beds, Those trees
which do not develop well are removed, and the healthy trees are grafted so
that they will produce a larger amount of latex, —

When the trees are between five and six years old, they are ready to be
tapped, This means cutting the bark in a certain way to allow the latex to
flow into a cup, which is attached to the tree trunk  Some trees are tapped
every day, but most trees are tapped every other day, Tapping goes on all
year long, except for the perjod when the tree changes its leaves,

A tree produces a few spoonfuls of latex each time it is tapped, In a
year,one young tree produces about three pounds of rubber, Well-grafted trees
may produce ten pounds of rubber in a year, while some exceptional trees

yield as much as twenty-five pounds in a year,

Finishing Time: Minutes Seeonds

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

1, vegetable adj, of, from, relating to, plants or plant life WY B8
. DRRNs RTHEYE WEK
2. latex n, milk-white liquid of plants W#Z i, (o) BB
3. stem p  part of a plant coming up from the roots 2% #F
4, milkweed n, name used for several kinds of wild plant with a juice like
milk P&
5, dandelion n, small wild plant with bright-yellow flowers and deeply
notched leaves FH/AHK :
. bara rubber tree n, a famous kind of rubber tree growing 1n the Ama-
zon Valley in Brazil 7530 I5%h 3 5% iy e B At
7. native adj, originally belonging to; having origin in .-r:f F2Hs R
F | )
8, shrub n, plant with woody stem, lower than a tree, and with several
separate stems from the root @ik

13



10,
11,
12,
13.
14,
15,
16,
17,

18,

19,

24,
25,

species n, sort Fhy R .
obyious adj, easily seen or understood; clear; plain Biis Lt L
obviously adv, Bif5 Wik B

mold n, container, hollow form, into which molten metal or a soft subx
stance is poured to cool into a required shape, the shape or form giv=
en by this container T, {7

reduce vy, ¢, & i, make less yFR/b

sticky adj, that sticks or tends to skick to anything that touches it
Kty ARHER

stickiness n, ki, RER

procession 5, number of persoas or vehicles, moving forward and fol=

lowing each other in an orderly way A, 475, BAME
sample 5, specimen; one of a number, part of a whole, taken to show

what the rest is like fzd; B

-water-proof adj, which does not let water through FRFEKK BiAW

waterproof v, ¢, make waterproof {liBhKs {EREK

spread v, #, & i, put a substance on a surface and extend its area by
flattening %, W

satisfactory adj, good enougﬁ for a purpose; giving pleasure or satisfacz
tion RATH & AMB

crack n, line of division where sth, is broken but not into separate parts
AT

crack v, ¢, & i, get or make a crack or cracks in RgEl

raincoat n, light coat of waterproof R

mackintosh n, raincoat Tk

atte‘:mpt‘ n, try, making a start at doing sth, ®{fE; %R

rub v, #, & i, make sth, clean or dry by moving one thing backwards
and forwards on the surface of another i, #y &%, #&F -

cash n, money in coin.or notes Hzks HS

encourage y, #, give hope, courage, or confidence to; support #Eh %

F 38

. 26.
27,
28.

29,
30,

14

decline vy, ¢, & 7, continue to becone smaller, weaker, lower Zk#kas /),
L5, BR _

system n, ordered set of ideas, theories, principles, etc, B7s ®8 B8
By AR ' ‘

economical adj, careful in the spending of money, time, etc., and in
the use of goods; not wasteful L¥al HRH

profit n, money gained in business Fijdy BF

in addition to phr, as well as [x.LIop

OV | N




