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To the student

B F 4

Up to now, your study of English has probably focused on the study of English grammar and vocabulary.
You already know quite a lot about what the rules of English grammar are, and how to form sentences in
English. This knowledge provides an important foundation for you, but it is not enough to enable you to

speak English fluently. In order to develop conversational listening and speaking skills, you need practice

in these skills, and this is what New Person to Person aims to give you.

The focus of each unit in New Person to Person is not grammar. Instead, each unit focuses on conversation-

al tasks or functions such as introducing yourself, talking about likes and dislikes, inviting someone to go

somewhere, and so on. In order to take part in English conversations, it is necessary to learn how these

and other common functions are used in English.

New Person to Person gives you opportunities to listen to native speakers. It also gives you guided prac-

tice in using many conversational functions. This is done in the foliowing way :

CONVERSATIONS

GIVE IT A TRY

LISTEN TO THIS

PERSON TO PERSON

Every unit has two sections. Each section begins with a conver-
sation that includes examples of the functions you will be study-
ing in that section. Listen to them on the cassette or as your
teacher reads them. You can use them to improve your under-
standing of spoken English and to hear the language used in both
business and social situations.

Each function that you hear in the conversation is presented sep-
arately. You will be able to concentrate on each one and prac-
tice it with a partner until you feel comfortable with it. You will
also learn different ways to say the same thing and have the
chance to practice using your own ideas.

Both sections in each unit end with the opportunity for you to use
what you have learned. You will hear conversations that will
help you with real-life listening tasks such as finding out opening
and closing times, getting directions, and listening to and writ-

ing down information on forms.

At the end of each unit, you and your partner will work together
to solve a problem based on the functions you have just learned.
Each of you will have information that the other needs, so you
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will have to listen to and speak to each other carefully, often us-
ing ideas and opinions of your own.

We hope you will find that learning to speak and understand English is easier than you think. Like any skill,
it involves practice, New Person to Person will guide you through various types of practice, moving from
controlled to free use of the language. You can review what you have learned both within each unit and in
special review units. The Lets Talk and Review Units provide you with the opportunity to use both the lan-
guage and your imagination.

Because you will usually work with a partner, New Person to Person gives you as much conversational
practice as is possible in a classroom situation. Remember, as you practice, that communication is more
than just words: People “say” a lot with their faces, their bodies, and their tone of voice.

As you practice with your partner, don't keep your eyes “glued to the book”. Instead, use the “read and
look up” technique: Look at your line before you speak. Then immediately look at your partner, make eye
contact, and say the line as if you were acting. You may look down at your lines as often as you need to,
but look at your partner when you speak. This will improve your fluency.

In addition to the language presented in each unit, here are some expressions that will be very useful to
you—both in and outside of class.

a. Please say that again. e. What does ____ mean?
b. I'm sorry. | don't understand. f. | don't know.

c. Please speak more slowly. g. May | ask a question?
d. How do you say ____in English? h. How do you spell ____7

The speaking and listening practice you get in this book will give you a firm basis for using English outside
the classroom and when talking to other speakers of English person to person.
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CONVERSATION 1

DON'T | KNOW YOU FROM SOMEWHERE?

If you see someone you think you know, do you speak to them? |
If yes, what questions can you ask? E

=3 =3 Paul: This line is taking forever!
\ Masako: It sure is. But lunch hour is the busiest time of day.
Paul: That's true. Especially at the end of the month.

\ Masako: Mm-hmm.

Paul: You know, you look really familiar. Don't | know you from somewhere?
Masako: I'm not sure.
Paul: | think we were in the same computer course a couple of years ago.

‘ With Miss Clark?
\ Masako: | remember you now!

\

Paul: My name's Paul. Paul Miller.
B Masako: I'm Masako ltoh. It's good to see you again. Sorry | didn't recognize
Py S you at first.
Paul: Well, my hair was a lot longer then, and | wore glasses. 4
\ UNIT ONE /1
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GIVE IT A TRY

1. CONVERSATIONAL OPENINGS

+ This line is taking forever!
¢ It sure is. Lunch hour is the busiest time of day.

Start a conversation by choosing one of the openings below. Your partner
answers with one of the responses below. Take turns.

Openings

1. I'hope this course will be interesting.

2. Everything looks delicious. | don't know what to try first.
3. It's a beautiful wedding, isn't it?

4. I'm glad | came to this party.

2/UNIT ONE

Responses

* Me, too. 'm having a great time.

* | think it will be. The professor is very good.
o |t sure is. Mary Ann is a beautiful bride.

¢ Try the salmon. It's fantastic.

You and your partner are in the following situations. Take turns starting a
conversation by using the cues below. Try to continue the conversation.

Example: A
in a line at a movie A: hope/good movie
B: newspaper review/excellent

Student A: | hope this is a good movie.
Student B: Well, the newspaper review was excellent.

1. at a party A: think/great party
B: John's parties/always good
2. on the first day of class B: heard/this teacher/very good
A: my older brother/really like her
3. at a baseball game A: hope/Tigers win today
B: your idea
4. at the airport B: can't wait/get to Hawaii
A: your idea
5. buying concert tickets A: your idea
B: your idea



2. ASKING IF YOU'VE MET BEFORE

4+ Don't | know you from somewhere?
Haven't we met before?

< I'm not sure. | Do you?
Have we?

4+ | think we were in the same computer course.
You were in my computer class, weren't you?

< Oh, yes. | remember you now. < No, | don't think so.

Yes, that's right. | think you have the wrong person.
4+ My name'’s Paul. Paul Miller. 4+ Oh, sorry.
< I'm Masako Itoh.

k. Practlce 1 Student A: You see someone you think you know. You don't remember the

person's name, but you think you remember something about him/her. Follow
the model above, and check if you know him/her.

Cue: went to the same high school
Question: | think we went to the same high school.

-m Student B: Answer either Yes, | remember you now or No, | don't think so. Then

reverse roles.

1. met at Kate Bowen's party 4. take the same train
2. used to be neighbors 5. your idea
3. belong to the same tennis club 6. your idea

Follow the instructions for Practice 1. This time, Student B checks if he/she
knows them:

Cue: went to Milton High School
Question: You went to Mitton High Schoo!, didn't you?

Student A answers either Yes, that's right or No, | think you have the wrong

person.

1. work for IBM 4. are a teacher
2. studied at Harvard 5. your idea

3. are from Kyoto 6. your idea

LISTEN TO THIS

Listen to the conversation and answer the questions below.

1. At first, does the man recognize the WOMAN? ...........cc.ccooveieeeromericinnionieeceeenneneees
2. Where does the woman think the man’s from? .
3. Where does the woman think they mMet? ...
4. Have they Met DEIOTE? ... e essese e nsenieees

UNIT ONE/3



CONVERSATION 2

I"'VE HEARD A LOT ABOUT YOU!

ENYOGCRG Lo
What are three topics that you can talk about when you first meet someone?
What are three topics that you shouldn't talk about?

{ Louis: Hi. Sorry I'm late.
| Gina: Oh, that's OK. We just got here. Louis, this is my fiancé, Max. i
Max, this is my old friend, Louis. We went to school together. %

Max: Hi, Louis. I'm really glad to meet you.
Louis: Hi, Max. I've heard a lot about you.
Max: All good, | hope!
s Gina: Louis just got back from California.
' Max: Really? How was it?

Louis: It was fantastic.
Listen to the blended sounds in these ; Gina: You went with your brother, didn't you?

WQTS' . Louis: Yeah. We saw a lot of California, that's for sure!

Just got meet you ' Max: | hear you like golf.

about you didn't you Louis: Love it! We played six different golf courses. Do you play?
; . I i ?

Now peactice the conversation, Pay : Max: | sure do! How about a game this weekend?

attention to blended sounds. | Gina: Uh-oh. | was afraid of this.

, —
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