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PREFACE 3

PREFACE

After 1 began teaching Chinese students in the fall of 1984, I
was pleasantly surprised by the ability of my students to read
sophisticated English, even American university textbooks,
and this without apparently great difficulty. At the same time,
however, 1 became increasingly frustrated at their inability to
communicate orally in even the most simplest English. It is
this frustration that has led to this series of books aimed at
providing Chinese people with a convenient way to learn

practical, contemporary American English.

Most of the Chinese people in Taiwan have studied English
for a number of years. The emphasis has been on learning to
read English, and with not enough attention being paid to
speaking and listening. The result is that the great majority of
Chinese have a rather large passive vocabulary which, very
frequently, they are unable to use. Speaking only comes with
difficulty and usually a great deal of embarrassment. To be
successful in modern Taiwan, a good command of contempor-
ary modern English, generally American English, is becoming
increasingly important.Present English texts available tend to
be of two types. The first is the type that prepares the stu-
dents for the. university entrance examinations.Whereas this
type of material is useful to their studies later on, it does not
provide a good base for modern English. The imported tex-

tbooks tend to be aimed at non—English speakers who intend



4 AFEIERSE

to reside or who are actually already living in an English
speaking country. Most people, however, need to learn good
English for use in Taiwan, not for immigration to the United
States or elsewhere. So, these books contain a lot of informa-
tion that is completely useless to the Chinese person living in
Taiwan and who needs or wants to speak English.

To help my students as well as all other people in Taiwan to
overcome these problems, 1 developed this SPEAK OUT
sertes. All of the material is written about and for Chinese
actually in Taiwan. In this way, the student of English can
study practical situations that might occur during his or her
daily routine. Each book constitutes an independent unit, and
increases or activates the vocabulary by almost 1,500 words.
All the situations in the book are familiar to the people in
Taiwan, and this will certainly make it easier to learn contem-
porary American English.

Another aspect of our texts is that, in general, they are writ- ~
ten in a slightly more formal language. It is important to
know proper and polite English. If a person is only familiar
with English as used in casual conversation, or as used in the
movies or on television, that person could easily find himself
or herself in a seriously embarrassing situation when called
upon to use a more courteous and polite tone. Casual English,
and especially English slang is very difficult to use correctly.

However, if the student learns the language as contained in
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these books, they can easily and naturally acquire casual Eng-
lishas their ability progresses.

Finally, a word about learning to speak English. There is no
reason to be afraid, no reason to worry about grammer and
one hundred percent correct pronunciation. The most important
aspect of language is communication. If the person you are
speaking to understands you, communication has been
achieved. Once this has been achieved, progress comes quick-
ly and many mistakes will disappear naturally. Learning to
speak a foreign language requires practice, and not being
afraid to make mistakes. So, just go ahead, study the books
and then say what you warit to say. If it is understood, you
are on your way to success. If not, a little change is probably
all that is needed, but if you don’t try it again you will forever
remain at the back of the class.

We hope that with this book, and the ones that will follow,
we will have contributed to help the Chinese people in

Taiwan improve their abilities contemporary spoken English.

Luc Kwanten, Ph.D.

Taipet, May 1989

Copyright—Luc Kwanten, Ph.D., 1989
R.O.C, Ministry of the Interior, No. 47620
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UNIT 1
DAILY GREETINGS

( Every day we meet people, and each time we meet them, we
greet them. It is important to gfeet people the correct
way for it tells them what kind of person we are. The first
impression you give is often the most important impression,
so you should do it right. Always remember that Western
notians of time are often quite different from Chinese ones.

IN THE MORNING

The morning begins at sunrise, or as soon as you wake up.
[t lasts until twelve o’clock noon. Even if you wake up
after 11:00 A.M,, although you missed most of the morning,
you still have to use the morning greetings. You have to
do that until 12 o’clock noon.
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Situation 1

It is early morning, and you are still at home. After you
leave your home, you would not really use the following
expressions. However, you could use these expressions if
you were with friends at a hotel.

r
s

. Good morning.

: Good morning. Did you sleep well?

:Very weil. How about you?

» All right, but not enough.

. It will soon be Sunday, then you can sleep late.
: I know. How about some breakfast ?

: That sounds good. Let’s go and eat something.

e



