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I.John Fitzgerald Kennedy

HEE

Highlights in the Life of President Kennedy

Born:May 29,1917,in Brookline ,Mass. ;

Higher Education ; Harvard University,B. A. ,1940
Religion:Roman Catholic

Occupation ; Public Official

Political Party :Democrat :

Marriage : September 12,1953,to Jacqueline Bouvier
Children :Caroline , John, Patrick o o

Military Service;US Navy in World War IT

Position before Taking Office:US Senator
Died:November 22,1963,in Dallas, Texas

Burial Place ; Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Va.



1. Roots in the Past

For many years, Ireland had been a land of troubles. The
summer of 1845 brought both England and Ireland heavy rain.
The English wheat crop was severely damaged, the Irish was
not;but the Irish potato crop was rulned Irish wheat, however,
was shipped to England.

The potato had been Irish staple food®, Irishmen lived on
potatoes for generations. With Irish grains being shipped to Eng-
land ,the Irish faced starvation. Between 1845 and 1847 over half
a million Irish died of starvation. To make thmgs worse , @ typhus
spread and thousands more perished. @

Some Irishmen, however, had a dream—a dream of leaving
the troubled land and going to the promising land of America and
making a fortune there. One of these dreamers was a youth
named Patrick Kennedy®. On a morning in 1850, he left his
famine-plagued® hometown in southeast Ireland and endured the
uncomfortable storm-tossed journey to the land of opportunity.

Upon reaching the crowded harbour of East Boston®,
Patrick Kennedy,strong and ambitious,immediately found him-
self a job. Despised by the so-called “proper Bostonians”because
of their poverty and their religion,Kennedy and all the new im-
migrants were objects of intense discrimination. Life for them

staple food: TR L& R M
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was hard and the families of the working men crowded together
in cellars,attics and roughly built shacks.-

Determined that he would not accept second class citizen-
ship ,Pat® Kennedy worked hard, and managed to get along. He
married an Irish girl who gave birth to three daughters and a
son. Then, just before the outbreak of the Civil War, he died,
leaving his widow with a family to support. Mrs. Kennedy went
to work in a shop while the girls stayed at home taking care of
Patrick Jr®. ,the youngest. After only a little schooling, little
Pat began to work on the docks to help support his mother and
sisters. Then one day when he was about eighteen he noticed that
although the labourers worked hard for their wage,they invari-
ably spent some of it in the tavern as soon as the workday was
over. It gave him an idea. If he would be able to collect enough
money to set up a tavern just opp051te the shipyard, he would
certainly earn some money.

He immediately put his idea into practice and the tavern
business proved a success. Within a few years,he became owner
of several taverns. Patrick Kennedy also tried his hand® at other
“businesses and was as successful. Later he decided to enter poli-
tics. In 1886, Patrick Joseph Kennedy was elected to the Mas-
sachusetts® House of Representatives;after three terms he was
elected to the State Senate. He married Mary Hickey,a girl from
one of the most respected Irish families in Boston. In 1888, Mary
gave birth to a son,Joseph Patrick®. By this time,the Kennedys
had definitely moved from the labouring class into the middle
class.

While Patrick Kennedy was busy making a success of him-

Patrick #J8E#%
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self, a similar course was being pursued by a youth named John
F. Fitzgerald®. Like Kennedy,young Fitzgerald had been on his
own@ since childhood. Starting as a clerk in the customs house®,
he rose from councilman, state legislator to United States Con-
gressman and lastly ,mayor of Boston.

In the process,“Honey Fitz”as he was popularly known,had
become one of Boston’s most popular political figures. He mar-
ried a daughter of a prominent Irish family. The couple had a
daughter ,Rose ,who became the light of Honey Fitz’s life.

Since the Kennedys and Fitzgeralds were both involved in
Democratic politics in Boston, they knew each other well. But
they did not like each other,for Fitz thought Patrick as too taci-
turn and humourless while Patrick thought Fitz too outgoing and
noisy.

Therefore, both families were shocked to learn the fact that
Joe Kennedy was making advances to® Rose Fitzgerald®. Opposi-
tion from both sides was fierce, however, the young couple de-
clared their intention of getting married.

Actually, most parents would have considered the Kennedy
boy a perfect husband for a daughter. He came from a well-off,
socially acceptable family; he was handsome and athletic; he was
hard-working and ambitious.

At nine,young Joe began to work on the Boston Excursion
. boats. Then he got a job as an office boy in a bank. After finish-
ing the famous Boston Latin school he enroled at Harvard®,there
he continued to work hard at earning money. Although his aca-
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demic grades were mediocre he was a top college athlete and was
recognized as one of the most gifted business brains on campus.
By the time he was graduated from Harvard he had five thousand
dollars to his name®, which was quite a sum at that time. To
Rose Fitzgerald he vowed that he would become a millionaire by
the time he reached thirty-five.

He worked for his promise. Immediately after his gradua-
tion, he. went into banking, and obtained a well paid job. One
day, hearing the news that the Columbia Trust Company® was
about to be absorbed by a competing savings bank®, Joe decided
that his chance had come. He talked cautious Patrick Kennedy
and a number of relatives and friends into getting whatever cash
they could lay their hands on and turning it over to him for the
purpose of gaining control of the bank. Before the bank officers
knew what was happening,the bank was in the control of Joseph
P. Kennedy who had managed to have hlmself elected president.
He was then twenty-five.

Even John Fitzgerald now had to admit that the young man
who was courting his daughter Rose was talented. He withdrew
his objections to their marriage. On October 7, 1914, Rose
Fitzgerald and Joe Kennedy were happily married.

After the honeymoon, the Joseph Patrick Kennedys settled
down in Brookline, a suburb of Boston. Joe earnestly devoted
himSelf to the task of keeping his word of amassing a million dol-
lars by the time he was thirty-five. He speculated boldly in
stocks,and soon gained a reputation as one of the biggest stock
speculators. He bought into companies and was able to sell them
out at a huge profit. He tried his hand at the industry of motion-
picture and succeeded in accumulating huge sums of money. In

® toone’s name 7R A& T #9,M“He has nothing to his name” # J}“fii — X &
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1923, by the time he was thirty-five, Joe Kennedy had achieved
his goal and made a million dollars several times over. _

While Joseph was busy making money,Rose Kennedy was
busy producing a family. Within a year of their marriage, she
gave birth to a son, Joseph Jr®. Less than two years later,on
May 29,1917, she gave birth to a second son. They named him
John Fitzgerald Kennedy,after his maternal grandfather®. Then
came five daughters and two more sons. The famous Kennedy
family was beginning to take shape®.

2. Family Education

By the time John Fitzgerald Kennedy was born,the Kennedy
family was among the richest ones in Boston’s Irish community,
but that wealth did not make them acceptable to Boston’ s
Protestant® elite. To the Bostonians, the Kennedys were still
Irish immigrants,the objects of discrimination.

Joseph Kennedy had succeeded in making hlmself a million-
aire,but the money,while giving him material well-being,did not
give him social standing. No matter how wealthy he was,he was
still the son of an Irish tavern keeper. Money ,therefore ,became a
taboo in the family. Just as parents try to protect their children
from four letter words®, Joseph Kennedy tried to protect his
children from the five letter word, money. Money and business
were never discussed at home.

Joseph Kennedy considered money base,but a necessity. His
need for money had prevented him from getting what he wanted

Joseph Jr. Kennedy : 4% « HR#2Z Wik
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most ; political power. He was determined that his children would
not suffer from the same handicap and,therefore,he established
the vast trust funds® that made them fmanc:ally 1ndependent.

Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy brought home to their chlldren®that
money brought responsibility. Rose used to tell her chlldren, To
whom much has been given,much will be required. ”Money was
never to be squandered or spent ostentatxously Rose Kennedy
made sure that her children never had more, money than their
friends. When John Kennedy went to Europe in 1937, he travelled
on the standard of living of his companion,who was rather short
of funds.

When Jack was about ten years old, he wrote hls father ask-
ing for a raise in his allowance

Chapter I
A Plea for a raise by Jack Kennedy
Dedicated to . my Mr. J. P.Kennedy °

"My recent allowance is 40. Tlus T used for aeroplanes and
other playthmgs ofchildhood but now I am a scout© and I put
away my childish things. Before I would spend 20 of my 40 al-
lowance and in five minutes I would have empty pockets and -
nothmg to galn and 20 to lose. When 1 am a scout I have to buy
canteens©,haversacks@ blankets ,searchllghts,ponchos@ things
that will last for years and I can always use itwhile I can ’t use a
chocolate marshmallow sundae with vamlla ice cream and so I
put in my plea for a raise of thirty cents for me to buy scout
thmgs and pay my own way more around Finis.

trust funds I6H &, FLE
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy

His father,after talking it over with his mother,decided to
grant the raise. So Jack did not have to write a “Chapter I1”.

Though Joseph Kennedy wanted to seal his children off from
money and business,he had no wish to seal his children off from
the outside world. On the contrary,he wanted them to know at
the start that it was harshly competitive. He was determined that
his children should have much exposure to reality at the earliest
possible age. '

He made one thing clear to them: Thoughthey were
wealthy , though they had a head start on® other youngsters,that
didn’t mean they could be lazy. In fact,they were expected to use
all their talents and work all that much harder,since they had ad-
vantages that other families did not.

Since, to Joseph Kennedy, life was a contest in which the
winner took all and the loser got nothing,Mr. Kennedy made one
other thing understood :He wanted his children to succeed ,more
than anything else. What a fellow did with his life was not as im-
portant as winning at whatever he chose. “I don’t care what you
do in life,”He told his children, “but whatever you do, be the
best person in the world when you do it. Even if you are a ditch
digger®, be the best ditch digger in the world. ”When his chil-
dren competed in sailing races,he said, “If you’re in a race,do it
right. Come in a winner—second place is no good. ”

Not one Kennedy child doubted that their father liked best
of all hard triers who won. As Rose Kennedy put it, “My hus-
band was quite a strict father; he liked the boys to win at all
sports and everything they tried. If they didn’ t win, he would
discuss their failure with them, but he did not have much pa-
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tience with losers. ”Eunice Kennedy® remembers her father say-
ing, “The important thing is to win—don’t come in second or
third—that doesn’t count,but win,win,win]”

Encouraged by their father,the Kennedy youngsters vied a-
mong themselves fiercely,in tennis or football,in swimming or
boating. The emphasis was on outdoing® each other. The girls
would compete with the boys with no mercy asked or given and
would often leave the tennis courts sobbing after being bested®
by their brothers. Mr. Kennedy was fond of telling his children
that anyone who was not concerned with trying and winning was
not worth much. The admonition was effective.

Once the young Kennedys were all sprawled around the
lawn,sipping Cokes,bathing in the sun®, Suddenly the Kennedy
chauffeur appeared with the word that their father was landmg at
the airport and he was going to pick him up.

Almost instantly the scene changed. They all started playing
tennis , football,readying the sailboat.

When their father arrived, he surveyed ‘the scene. He liked
to see them all busy.

And they knew it.

* Within the Kennedy family there was constant competition.
Jacqueline Kennedy® once described her first look at the family
competition spirit when she saw a five*ayear-old‘ Kennedy push
" over a four-year-old Kennedy, who immediately went over and
pushed over a three-year-old Kennedy. Under the strict control
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