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2 THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY é

CHAPTER 1

The shadows on the perfect lawn were straight and
angular ®; they were the shadows of an old man sitting in a
deep wicker-chair near the low table on which the tea had
been served, and of two younger men strolling to and fro, in

desultory 2 talk, in front of him.

The old gentleman at the tea-table, who had come
from America thirty years before, had brought with him, at
the top of his baggage, his American physiognomy ®; and he
had not only brought it with him, but he had kept it in the
best order, so that, if necessary, he might have taken it
back to his own country with perfect confidence. At present,
obviously ®, nevertheless, he was not likely to displace
himself; his journeys were over, and he was taking the rest

that precedes the great rest.

One of these was a remarkably © well-made man of
five-and-thirty, with a face as English as that of the old

gentleman I have just sketched © was something else.

His companion, measuring the length of the lawn

beside him, was a person of quite a different pattem, who,
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A . THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY

he might have excited grave curiosity ©, would not, like the
other, have provoked you to wish yourself, almost blindly,

in his place.

A momentary silence marked perhaps on the part of his
auditors ® a sense of the magnanimity ® of this speech, for it
was a secret neither for his son nor for his visitor that his own

experiment in matrimony ® had not been a happy one.

‘You may fall in love with whomsoever you please; but

you mustn’ t fall in love with my niece ®, * said the old man.

‘I haven’ t the honour of knowing your niece, = Lord
Warburton said. ‘T think it’s the first time I've heard of her. ’

‘She’s a niece of my wife’s; Mrs. Touchett brings her to
England. ’

Then young Mr. Touchett explained. ‘My mother, you
know, has been spending the winter in America, and we’re
expecting her back. She writes that she has discovered a

niece and that she has invited her to come out with her. ’

‘You' 1l see for yourself, ’ said Lord Warburton. ‘When
does Mrs. Touchett arrive?’
‘We’re quite in the dark; as soon as she can find a decent ®

cabin. She may be waiting for it yet; on the other hand she
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6 THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY g\

may already have disembarked ? in England. ’

‘In that case she would probably have telegraphed to
you. ’

‘She never telegraphs when you would expect it — only
when you don’ t, * said the old man. ‘She likes to drop in
on ® me suddenly; she thinks she’ll find me doing some-
thing wrong. She has never done so yet, but she’s not dis-

’
couraged.
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R THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY ﬁ

CHAPTER 2

His attention was called to her by the conduct of his dog,
who had suddenly darted forward with a little volley @ of
shrill barks, in which the note of welcome, however, was
more sensible than that of defiance ® . The person in ques-
tion was a young lady, who seemed immediately to interpret

the greeting of the small beast.

His master now had had time to follow and to see that
Bunchie’ s new friend was a tall girl in a black dress, who at
first sight looked pretty. She was bareheaded, as if she were
staying in the house —a fact which conveyed perplexity ® to
the son of its master, conscious of that immunity ® from
visitors which had for some time been rendered necessary by
the latter’ s ill-health. Meantime the two other gentlemen
had also taken note of the new-comer.

‘Dear me, who's that strange woman? * Mr. Touchett had
asked. v

‘Perhaps it’s Mrs. Touchett’ s niece ~the independent ®

young lady, ’ Lord Warburton suggested.

*Probably?” the young man exclaimed, laughing. “I suppo-

—



WA, RBHATIORRAT—TA, ARK
HRRE THUEMHMR, FRIE, BURFR
RERE, RRBE/MIRT HE, EERAR
ERE, FLERMFETERFARE R RE
R, BERREAKM, HAREKARATOM
1o

RECHEARILILDRET L%, BH
AFMEMFRER- AR FERRRO L
B,—RELLBBTHER, BRARE T,
FH—ERGEETE X —FLSEFEAN
ILTFRARBAR, BRBRAEACHREAN
REMME, MARK—BNE—HEZPANH

%o SHAN, ARG OEENTRAE |

BN,

KW, IBAREE R AREY? "HE A
b 8

M RIS E—B L A
EfEBL L, "RAGHEEE,

“RIF?TERASH, ‘REXKEXRR &

@ volley[vati]
Fi
@

defiance

i @ perplexity

| [po-pleksiti]

| 4 A mma
| Wy

\ @ immunity

| [i'mjuzniti}

| B

]

|

i ® independent
i [indi*pendont]
| w3y & 09,
| ZHEH



10 : THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY &

sed it was quite settled! Have you arrived with my mother?’
“Yes, half an hour ago. ’
* And has she deposited € you and departed @ again?’
‘No, she went straight to her room, and she told me that,
if I should see you, I was to say to you that you must come to

her there at a quarter to seven, ~

*Your mother told me that in England people arrived very
quietly; so I thought it was all right. Is one of those gen-
tlemen your father?’

‘Yes, the elder one — the one sitting down, ~ said Ralph.

The girl gave a laugh. ‘I don’t suppose ® it’s the other.
Who's the other?’

‘He’s a friend of ours — Lord Warburton. ’

They had come by this time to where old Mr. Touchett was
sitting, and he slowly got up from his chair to introduce
himself.

‘My mother has arrived, ’ said Ralph, ‘and this is Miss
Archer. ’
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CHAPTER 3

Mrs. Touchett was certainly a person of many oddities 2,
of which her behaviour on returning to her husband’s house
after many months was a noticeable specimen ® . She had
her own way of doing all that she did.

She had taken up her niece ~ there was litlle doubt of that.
One wet afternoon, some four months earlier than the oc-
currence lately narrated ®, this young lady had been seated
alone with a book. To say she was so occupied is to say that
her solitude ® did not press upon her; for her love of knowl-

edge had a fertilising quality and her imagination was strong.

‘Ah, ’ said Isabel slowly, ‘you must be our crazy Aunt
Lydia!’

‘Is that what your father told you to call me? I' m your
Aunt Lydia, but I'm not at all crazy: 1haven’t a delusion ®!
And which of the daughters are you?’

‘I’ m the youngest of the three, and my name’s Isabel. ’

“You should go to Florence if you like houses in which
things have happened - especially deaths. I live in an old
palace in which three people have been murdered ©; three that



