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Introduction

Many years ago when I was just beginning my career as a u-
niversity professor, I would begin each day by going to the read-
ing room of the university library. I would work there from 7:30
AM until late into the evening, preparing the lectures for my new
courses. There were texts. to be selected, quizzes to be planned,
assignments to be assembled, one person who workedeven longer
hours. Bill Wong (not his real name), a new student from Hong
Kong, arrived at library at the same time as I did every morning,
and he kept right on working when I finally trudged out of the
building at night. This regime went on for months, with the two
of us at opposite ends of the reading room, salving away over our
lessons. I began to worry about Bill. He was doing well in his
courses at the school, but he had no life outside of his studies. He
sat quietly in class, occasionally answering a question when asked,
but never volunteering anything. He was an unknown quantity to
his fellow students: a shadow who moved silently between class
and the library. They probably thought that he was shy, or per-
haps that he lacked the English to talk with them. In fact, Bill’s
language skills were quite adequate. He had no trouble communi-
and this

cating. He was just narrowly focused on his studies
began to bother me.

One day 1 called him into my office for talk. I asked him
how he was doing. He modestly admitted that he was receiving
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good marks in his courses.

No, no, Isaid, I mean how are you enjoying your stay in Canada?
Are you making lots of {riends, going out on tours of the country-
side, visiting cultural centres, Listening to music, getting healthy

exercise, sampling the food?

He looked stunned. After a pause to consider the question, he
replied that he hadn’t any time for such things. He had to use ev-
ery hour of the day to apply himself to his studies.

1 had anticipated that he might react in this manner, and I
had prepared a rebuttal. I first pointed out that he was excelling
in his school work, and that he had no worries in that regard.
Then Irather boldly asserted that his parents, who had spent so
much money to send him to Canada, might be disappointed to
learn that all he did while here was lock himself in a library or a
classroom all day. I wondered whether they wouldn’t expect him
to acquire an overall education, and to profit from the experience
by learning about Canada and Canadians. This was , after all, and
opportunity for him to improve his English and to broaden his
knowledge of a foreign culture.

Bill didn’ t look completely convinced as he left my office, and
I was a bit concerned that he mignt have regarded me as an intru-
sive and slightly eccentric professor. However, a short time later I
noticed that things began to change. Bill wasn’t in the reading
room as often. He joined the Student Council. He began to turn
up at school parties. His fellow students got to know his name and
soon had a circle of friends. In fact, by the time he graduate (as
one of our top students), he had become one of the most popular

people in the class.



I think that it is important that visiting students make an at-
tempt to get as much as possible out of their visit to Canada. Of
course their studies come first, but it is wasteful to neglect the so-
cial and cultural opportunities which are available. Canadians are
by nature somewhat reserved and formal. They may appear overly
polite and rather aloof to foreign students. However, even a small

initiative on the part of visitors a question about the best place

to buy fresh vegetables, or a comment on the state of the weath-

er generally have no difficulty in making friends.

A good way of meeting people at university is to join a club.
Most campuses abound in such organizations. Photography clubs,
choirs, student government, and sports organizations are just a few
examples. My university, for example, has over 70 clubs to choose
from, including such diverse interests as chess and scuba diving,
politics and religion, computers and marketing. To join such a

group is to immediately acquire a circle of friends.

Although it can be difficult in the beginning to be the ”odd

man/or woman out” a stranger in a sea of strangers it is
worth the struggle to reach out and beocme part of the social life
of a university. Friends made them may remain friends for the
rest of your life. It is also important to point to the contribution
made by overseas students to academic life at Canadian universi-
ties. Visitors form abroad enhance and enliven classroom discus-
sions. They add an additional dimension by being able to make
reference to customs and practices in their homelands. When such
topics as technological development, the importance of the oral
tradition, library service 1o the elderly, censorship materials, and
countless other subjects are discussed, the visitors help to give the

topics a global perspective, and they provide examples and inter-



pretations that might not have occurred to Canadian students.

When I spoke with one of my fellow professors about her ex-
perience with overseas students, she gestured around her office to
the various little gifts and remembrances that she had received
through the years from visiting students: a carved wooden figure,
a paper cutting, a woven raffia fish. Each one was reminder to her
of a student who had come and learned, and who had shared his

or her knowledge with us.

For hing Leung has assembled a thoughtful collector of topics
covering a wide variety of important topics. The result is a book
that will be of interest, not only to visiting students, but also to

visiting professors, researchers and experts.

Dr.Larry Amey Halifax
Professor 1994
School of Library and Information Studies

Dalhousie University

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
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