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EDITORIAL

It often happens that a middle school graduate, having passed his
final examination of English with distinction, cannot talk fluently with
his English or American friends. Textbook English is one thing and
practical conversational English is another. English is.a living language.
For a beginner who learns to talk, it is absolutely necessary to study
the living structure of the language, and master the rules of its speech
habits. This book is meant, therefore, to bridge the gap between
textbook grammar and everyday English usage.

“Learn to speak by speaking.” This is the motto every student should
observe. Only by repeating numerous times the same patterns of speech
can the student acquire a permanent habit of speaking English in
a natural way. This book provides full text of everyday sentences in
spoken English and sufficient oral drills for students with a Chinese
language background. '

It is a matter of fact that every student certainly meets with
difficulties in learning a foreign language. We have arranged, therefore,
a step-by-step schedule, beginning with the sentences as simple as
possible. In their mother tongue the Chinese students neither know the
conjugation of the verb. nor the syntax of comﬁound complex
sentences. Don’t confuse their mind with all these grammatical peculi-
arities. First of all let them speak. Some other textbooks may be
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thronged almost all at once with some hundred patterns of English
sentences, but this is not our policy. We think they have put the cart
before the horse. We start in the natural way with the simplest -

sentences. Follow us.
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1.

Index of Pattern and Usage

a] B A &R 1k & 5l

The first page number refers to the GRAMMAR NOTES or
VOCABULARY section, and the page number in parentheses refers to
the first drill in the DRILL section.
TafrMEF—RAMHBAEEE X “HE%", BILAGHTHL R
BH57

I came for some information.

FORME B RE BB e e, 9
I’ll call up Mrs. Jones to explain things to her.

I went to the movies in _order to relax.

TO ﬁ] IN ORDER TO H‘]Fﬁﬁi ............................. 10
Why were you late?

I was late because I overslept.

BECAUSE m;ﬁ& ............................................... 10
How did you send the letter?

1 sent it by airmail.

I'll be able to find it by following this map.

PLHOW 2[5, UL BY fE[EIEMA T vverrrremees 11
How does Ken speak English?

He speaks it perfectly.

L. HOW $2R98, DIBIFEIEI BRI T reerrereenes 12
How did you break the string?

1 broke it with my hands.

[y}

(44)

(38)

(54 )

(70)

(66)



Yl HOW {RRS4E, 2l WITH fEEIBM/AF oo 13 (73)
7. She used a tape recorder for recording her voice. '
He was punished for being late.

FOR +~-INGHIEE --reeerrennnins Vieetiieittranaeteniianares 14 (79)
8. He's a hard worker, He works hard. '
= L] < B T 15 (63).

9. Do you konw how to get there?
Please tell me what to do.
BRI HF +TO+ BRI --ovvvmerririiniieieans 17 (81)
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DIALOG

Lei asks about rooms at the Information Bureau.

Part 1

Lei: Fxcuse me. Could you give me some information about rooms?
Clerk: You'll have (o go to the Housing Office to ask about rooins.
Lei: Where 1s the Housing Office? Is it insthis building?
Clerk: Yes. it's on the third [loor.
Youd beiter take the elevatar down the hall there.
Lei: Thanks. By the way, where can I get a map of the campus?
I'm a new student. o | don’t know my way around yet.
Clerk: We have a ot of maps here.
Just o4 minute, Il get one for you. lere you are.
Lei: Ah, there's & map of Huntsville on the back.
Ihatli be useful, '
 Well, I'd better go up to the Housing Office now.
Thanks a lot.

Lei talks to the secretary at the Housing Office.

Part 2

Lei: Excuse me. My name is Lei Auyang.
1 came for some information,
Sec.: Come in, Mr. Auyang. Take a seat, v on't you?
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Lei:

Lei:

Thank you.
Now, what can 1 do for you?

I'd like to get a room near the campus.

I see. Well, several families in Huntsville take in students as lodgers.
They usually charge about forty dollars a month.

Is that all right?

Yes. 1 can afford to pay that.

Well, here’s a nice room at 1015 Pine Street.
Would you like to see it?

Yes, | would. Can I go there now?

Do you know how to get there?

No, but I'll be able to find it by following this

+ Very good. Then, I'll call up Mrs. Jones, the
. explain things to her. '

Thank you very much. Good-bye.
Good-bye.

map.
landlady, to
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