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Synopsis of From Yan Fu to Jin Yuelin;

Positivismm and Modern Chinese Philosophy

Since the 19th century,especially the late 19th century,various West-
ern philosophical theories and schools of thought were introduced into
China. One of them was Positivism, which exerted a deep influence on
modern Chinese thought. The spread of Positivism not only deepened
and expanded Chinese philosophy in fields such as the theory of knowl-
edge, logic , methodology, and so on , but also affected other areas of
thought and culture in modern China. At the same time ,Positivism itself
was faced with new cultural history background in modern China, which
was quite different from that of the West,and this fact made it neces-
sary for Positivism to chahge in some aspects,becoming in a sense a new

school of thought——Chinese Positivism.
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