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The People’s Goodwill Messenger
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$CIENCE AND CIVILISATION IN CHINA PROJECT ‘

THE NEEDHAM RESEARCH INSTITUTE
East Asian History of Sclence Libeary, 8 Sylvester Road, Cambridge c3; gar
Teleph 3-311545/0323-69353  Telex via 81240 camsrr e Fax0a2)-61703

14 September 1991 '

Professor Wang Kuo-Chung (Wang Guo-Zhung)
Shanghai Municipal Archives

220 Szechuan Road Central

Shanghai 200002

China PRC

;
My dear Wang Kuo-Chung?

It i3 extremely kind of you to have written my blography
in Chinese, and I shall much look forward to its publication in
due coursé, I am sorry that I am so late in replying to your
kind letter of 18th June last, but I can only hope it will not
mak: much difference. Here is what I would like to say in the
preface.

"I am glad to be given the opportunity of saying something
in relation to the wonderful life of me, prepared by
Dr Wang Kuo-Chung.

My father lost his wife and dearest teenage
daughter of diphtheria in a single week, although later
on he was constantly giving diphtheria anti-toxin to
people. I often quote this as an example of how medical
science improved radically in the late 19th century. I
was the product of a second marriage between my father,
Joseph Needham on the one hand, and my mother, Alicia
Adelaide Montgomery on the other. I am sure it was a
love match in the first place, but they were too different
temperamentally to get on later. ‘My father was a physician
well-versed in modern science,and my mother was a welle-
known composer of songs; she fad the "artistic temperament®™
though he did not.

I have often thought that children who grow up in
this position, without brothers and sisters’in whom to
confide, become "bridge~builders" between vast forms of
human experience because they are at first so occupied
in building a bridge between their parents. Thus at
the university, I tried to build a bridge between science
and religion, not unsuccessfully because I came to the
conclusion, based on the work of Rudolf Otto and R.G.
Collingwood, that science, religion, history, philosophy
and artistie creation are the five forms of human
experience and if one is "tone-deaf" in one or other of
them, one cannot be a complete person. Then when I
started research, I tried to build a bridge between
worphology, Yanatomy" and bioc{emistry.'hence my second
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tig bock, "Blochemistry and Morphegenesis®™. And then
finally, it was China &nd the Westerr~ world.

I was always atteched to my father more than ny
mother, theugh I now recognise that I owe her a great
deal. He would never have embarked on the “Soience and
Civilisation in China® preject, but she would, knouing
that it might net be finished in her lifetime.

I» 1914 I wes sent te Oundle Scheel, presided over
by that famous headmaster, F.W. Sanderscn. Ke used to
S2y *"You must think spaciocusly, my bey, spaciousiy®, gnd
T cannot think of apything mere spacious than the whole
project of ®Science and Civilisatien in China®. He alse
used to say "You'll be a)l right, my bey, once yeu can _
Tind your obsession®.

I was very much occupied with surgery when I waa’
young. I attended my first operation at the age of 9;
it was an sppendegtemy by Sir John Bland-Sutten, a
famous surgeon o he time, and my father was se plessed
that I did net faint &r fall over backwards at the sight
©f blood that I get a golden half-guinea for |y pains,
Later on, in Werld Wer I, I used to accompany ay father
to the hospitals whére he worked and agdin take part in
surgery. By this time he had become one of the earliest
specialiasts in anggsthesia and had put up his plate in
Harley Street. I used to carry out the Job of a theatre
sister, handing the Spencer-Wells forceps and the catgus
to the surgecn, se great was the dearth of medical men in
the later stages of the war.

After I went up to Cambridge in 1918, to the college
,©f William Harvey, Gooville and Caius, I found I needed
'something more intellectually demanding, and therefore
turned to biochesistry and biechemical research. I read
a paper by a German called Klein (who mist ha¥ perished
in World War I) which said that there was no Inesitcl“fin
-the beginnipg eof development, but when in three weeks it
wWas complétéd, there was 300 milligrams. Se I toak this
fact to'Hoppy" i.e. Sir Frederick Gowland Hopkins ©OM, PRS,
and all he would say was "Go to it, my boy". He was & -
Professor ef Biechemistry at the time and he never liked
to give out subjects for research workers te werk en, but’
A€ you had found a subject for yourself, he weuld back yeuw
to the hilt,and he did this to me.

My firat appololment was as a resemrch student under
‘the Depu‘tleat of Scientific and Industfigql Research, fér
-£250 a year, which seemed an immense sum en those days;” far
beyend the dreams of avarice. Thus I became Demonstrater -
.end finally Reader in the Department or_Bio'chen:Lst:ry.

And then came the great change in my life. In 1937
‘three Chinese graduates came from China to work in Cambridge
for their doctorates. They had an enormeus influence on
e, mpch more than Cambridge did on thes. Their names
were Shen Shih-Chang, who worked with me, Lu Guwei-Djen,




