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Preface

Professor Shirley Wood is a native of Arkansas, in the
U.S. Now she teaches in the Foreign Laguages Department
of Honan Teachers' University. In her youth she studied
in Michigan State College of Agricﬁ]turc (now Michigan
State University). She came to China in 1946 and has been
teaching English for several decades. ‘

She saw the birth of New China with her own eyes .
and firmly beleives in socialist China. In 1975 she was
given Chinese citizenship on her application and became a
citizen of the great socialist China, which she is fully
proud of. . 7

At the age of nearly sixty, on the standing committee
of the People's Political Consultative Conference of Honan
Province, Professor Wood is carrying out the heavy task of
teaching postgraduate students for the degree of Master of
Arts. She does her best to work more, trying to make big-
ger contributions to the Four Modernizations of our great:
motherland. She is much concerned for the development of
China's agriculture; in 1977, with the support of the
University, she spared two months to train agricultural
interpreters from Hunan province for international work
with great success. Most of the comrades trained by her
are working abroad or have finished their work and
come home.

In the winter of 1979, knowing that Professor Wood
was going to visit her relatives in the U.S., the leaders of
Hunan Agricultural College asked me to pass a request to
Professor Wood. They hoped that the Professor could ga-
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ther information about agriculture and agricultural
education in the U.S. and give some lectures on these sub-
jects, when she came back. Professor Wood promised rea-
dily and visited several agricultural universities, collec-
ting many materials during her stay in the U.S. in 1980. -

In the early spring of 1981, not long after she came
back from the U.S., Professor Wood came to Changsha
and gave six weeks of lectures in Hunan Agricultural
College. More than 40 professors, lecturers, and young
comrades from six provinces attended the lectures; but due
‘to the short preparation time for the class, only a out-
line of the lectures was printed. Many of the comardes
who attended the class wished the lectures to be fully
published in English-Chinese text as a book, so that those
who have difficulty in reading English could read it.
Again Professor Wood accepted the idea and spared much
of her limited leisure time to add supplementary materials,
finally finishing the work in the summer of 1982.

Not large in size, the book gives an all-sided intro-
duction to the development and present situation of agri-
culture and agricultural education in the U.S., provides
vivid background knowledge, and analyses the various
contradictions during the evolution of agriculture under the

" American capitalist system. This book is of considerable

consultative value for the cadres of different levels on
the agricultural front, for agricultural technical workers,
for cadres in agricultural education and teachers and stu-
dents in agricultural colleges who are interested in the agri-
culture of the U.S.. The language of the book is simple,
but skillfully used. I tried to maintain the simplicity of
the language and keep the plain style in my translation,
hoping that the book could give some help to those who
‘want to use the book for English study,
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When the Professor came to Changsha, the leaders
of Hunan Agricultixral College asked me to organize and
manage this lecture series. With limited experience in such
work, what I did for the class was far from enough.
Translating these lectures and supplying some explanatory
notes to the text, I hope to mend my work. As the book
touches a wide range in vertical and horizontal life of the
U.S., there could be mistakes in the translation due to my
limited ability.

I am thankful to comrade Yu Teigiao, associate Pro-
fessor, the president of Hunan Agricultural College, who
read the translation carefully and made many valuable
suggestions. ’

I would like to have criticisms and help from the

readers, especially from the comrades who attended the
lectures,

Wang Liren
JUIY! 1982
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Chapter 1
AN OVERVIEW OF
AMERICAN AGRICULTURE

1.Geographical Comparison of
China and the United States,

China and the United States have much in common.
First, let us look at common aspects of their geography.

China and thé U. S. are very close in size. China has a
land area of 3, 691, 506 square miles, according to the Ham-
mond World Atlas, while that of the U. S.is 3, 615, 123
sq. mi.® They lie in almost the same latitudes. Most
of China lies between 20 degrees and 45 degrees North.
Only Heilongjiang province north of Harbin (reaching to
55° N), and the tip of Xinjiang (49° N) and Hainan Island
and islands in South China Sea to the south extend beyond
these limits. The U. S. (excluding Alaska and Hawaii) lies
between 30 degrees and 49 degrees North, but parts of Texas
and Florida extend south to 25°N.

In shape, China and the U.S. differ. China is like a
triangle, with the apex on the west at the 40th parallel
and the base to the east. The U.S. has a much larger truly
northern area, including important agricultural! land, and
limited subtropical areas. China's subtropics are among her
major agricultural areas. and her true tropics occupy more
land than the subtropical state of Florida.
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Mapl REGIONS AND STATES

M- SREHMEE

I,East I B
1. Maine 1. ZHEM
2. New Hampshire 2. BEMIEM
3. Vermont 3. BN
4. Massachusetts 4. LBEEEMN
5. Rhode Island 5. ZRE2M
6. Connecticut 6. REEKRM
7. New York 7. AAN
8. Pennsylvania 8. RIBEBUEMN
9. New Jersey 9. FEWM
10. Delaware 10, Hfr %M
11. Maryland 11. BER2HN

II. South I HE
12, Virginia 12, BEREM
13. West Virginia 13. AHFRIEM
14, North Carolina 14, JbEFkmM
15. South Carolina 15. BEZ XM
16. Georgia 16. EWBRTEM
17. Florida 17, 5 EisM
18. Kentucky 18. HIEEM
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19, Tennessee 19. HHEH

20, Alabama S 2. EREGMH
21, Mississippi 21, BEELM
22. Arkansas 22. FIE @AM
23. Louisiana 23. B SR M
- II,Midwest ‘I E$s
24, Michigan 24, HYERH
25, Ohio 25. REBM
26. Indiana , 26. ENEEAM
27. Wisconsin 27. BTER M
28, lllinois 28, fRA LM
29, Minnesota 29, BiRHEM
30, lowa 30, fKET4EH
- 31, Missouri 31. EHEH
I'V.West and Mountain IV BSELE
32, North Dakota 32, duikFHib M
33. South Dakota 33. BMkPHEM
34, Nebraska 34, WAB MM
35, Kansas . 35. SEEEHTM
36, Oklahoma 36. RENMTIMN
37. Montana - ] 37. RRKEHN
38, Wyoming 38, IREIM
39, Colorado 39, BiF I EMN
40, Idaho 40, FIRHHM
41, Utah 41, MM
42, Nevada 12, AHEKM
V.Southwest V  Hilass
43. Texas 43, BRBERH
44, New Mexico 44, FEVHEMN
45, Arizona 45. MEFIFRIBM
VI1,Pacific Coast VI REXDEER
46, Washington 46. HBH
47, Oregon 47. BREXH
48, California 48. MMFE B WM
VII. Non Mainland VII EXRR
49. Alaska 49. BRI

50, Hawaii 50, HE RN



