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Introduction

This book is the first of its kind to introduce the open ports of China to read-
ers at home and abroad.

China has 167 open ports distributed in 26 Provinces, Autonomous Regions,
and Municipalities directly under the Central Government.

Of the 167, 91 are ports for water transport and 34 for air transport, while
the remaining 42 are reached by land transport.

This book tells when these ports opened, and describes their natural features,
basic infrastructures, operational capacities, future development plans, administra-
tive apparatus and inspection facilities.

An outstanding feature of the book is that, while concentrating on the open
ports, it also gives general accounts of the economic conditions of the regions
where each port is located. For instance, it provides information on the natural re-
sources of each region, its local products, infrastructures, industrial structure and
its characteristics, agriculture and farm products, foreign trade and external eco-
nomic relations, tourism, township—run enterprises, and the prospects for regional
economic development.

As ports are the gateways to a country, the degree of their openness is often
taken as an important indication of the openness of the country. By presenting
the open ports against the backdrop of general economic conditions, this book of-
fers the reader a comprehensive picture of the investment and construction envi-
ronment in the port region. It will also prove helpful for readers trying to appreci-
ate the active role the ports have to play in the economic development of each
region.
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