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1. HIDDEN TREASURE

Children and older people in every part of the world read
Treasure Island' and enjoy its story of pirates and hidden treas-
ure. Of course, Robert Louis Stevenson’s story is mot true,
but like many other stories it has truth behind it, There is
hidden treasure all over the world and, if you look in the
right place, you can still find it.

When we speak of treasure, we usually think of Spanish
galleons with their gold and their other rich cargoes from the
New World? in the years between 1500 and 1800. The Indians
of Central and South America had large quantities of gold
and silver and precious stones, Every year the King of Spain
sent a large number of galleons, sailing together, to bring these
treasures back to Europe. Treasure worth perhaps $ 10,000
million crossed the Atlantic in that way, ‘

But the ships did not always return. There were two rea-
.sons for this: storms and pirates. .

There have always been terrible hurricanes in the Carib-
bean, ®* These high winds sometimes caught the treasure ships
and sent a number of them — or even all of them — to the
bottom of the sea. The pirates wanted to capture the galleons
with their preciaus cargoes and not to sink them. If they failed,
and the ship sank, more treasure went to the sea-bed.

Some of the pirates hid the gold that they took from the
galleons, Henry Morgan was one of them., He buried great a-
mounts of gold and Ei’l\v_q in many different places, During the
300 years since that time, people have found some of his treas-
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ure, But men are still looking for the rest of it.

No story of treasure is complete without a mention of EI
Dorado!, For hundreds of years people looked for El Dorado
and told stories about it. Sir Walter Raleigh® Believed that he
would find it near the Orinoco river’; others expected to find it
near the Amazon, They were looking for a country whose king
lived in the great golden city of Manoa by a beautiful lake,
The country was richer than men’s most hopsful dreams,

Manoa was a dream, but psrhaps the lake was not. 10,000
feet up in the Andes, the Chibcha Indians lived round a lake,
They were rich in gold, and every year they dropped gcld into
the lake for their god. The Spaniards heard about this, and
they sent soldiers to get the gold. When runners brought the
news to the Chibcha, they put all the rest of their gold in ‘the
lake. Some people say that the gold and precious stonesat the .
bottom of the lake are worth § 3,500 million. _

Many people have tried to find the treasure of the Chibcha,
The Spaniards themselves made thousands of Indians cut a hole
in the side of the lake. As the water went down, they were
able to find a small part of the gold. Nearer to our own time,
British engineers tried to empty the lake through a tunnel, but
earth quickly filled their tunnel, and they Jdid not find any gold.
Now some Americans are using powerful machines  to try to
draw the gold up, but it is slow and difficult work.

Do you want to find treasure? You may perhaps find some
if you walk up and down the sand beside the sea, But it is
better to read history books and .to study the old records. °
Then you will know the places where the treasure ships sank,
Probably you will want to go to the Caribbean or Florida.
There you may find some of Morgan’s freasure, or a single
piece of gold, or just some strange fish, Does it matter? '
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2. EXPLORING BY SUBMARINE

In 1872 a British ship, the Challenger, began a voyage round
the world. The Challenger was a surface ship, but her orders
were to explore the world below the surface of the sea, In a
voyage of nearly four years her scientists studied the living
things that they brought up from different depths, Her officers
measured the depth of water in many places in the Atlantic,
Pacific and Indian Oceans. The greatest depth that they meas-
ured was 8,367 metres between Admiralty Island' and Japan.
It was the first of many voyages to explore the world below
the sea. ‘

Since then, we have learnt a lot about the ocean-bed and
life under the sea. There are mountains on the sea-bed as high
as those on land. Pico Island in the Azores* stands about 2,130
metres above the water, but it is 8,230 metres above the sea-
bed. It is only one high point in a long line of great moun-
tains three kilometres under the Atlantic. This Atlantic Ridge
reaches all the way from Iceland to the Antarctic.® There are
other lines of mountains under the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
There are also deep holes in the ocean beds. Some of these
holes are more than 9,000 metres deep.

By 1950, men had explored every ocean except one — the
Arctic. Explorers like Nansen and Amundsen had shown that
it was very difficult to take ships safely through the Arctic
ice. But could submarines explore the Arctic under the ice?
Submarines had crossed the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans
under the water, Perhaps they could cross the Arctic Ocean
too. . ‘

Earlier submarines could not do it: they had to come
close to the surface and use their oil engines to store electric
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power for their under-water engines. But after 1955 the Amer-
icans had nuclear submarines, and a nuclear submarine can
stay deep below the surface for a very long time.

In 1958 the U. S. submarine Nautilus was ready to try to
reach the Norih Pole' under the ice. It weuld not be easy,
even for the Nautilus. If her cnginss failed, the men would
be caught under the ice, and they would all die. If they
struck ice or an under-sea mountain, the submarine would
break like an egg. _

The Neutilus first tried to cross from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, but she could not find a big enough space between the
ice and the sca-bed. She tried a second time, At last, in July
1958, she found a space, and on 3 August, with her hundred
men, she passed exactly over the North Pole under the ice.

The Nautilus had sailed across the top of the world, She
had shown that it was possible to make the voyage from Japan
to Europe shorter by 5,000 miles. In March 1959, another A-
merican submarine, the Skate, reached the North Pole under
the ice and came up to the surface there. By chance she had
found open water — not much, but enough — almost exactly
at the Pole itself. The men left the Skate, walked over the ice,
and took pictures.

Nuclear submarines have been down to great depths, but
they cannot safely explore the deepest parts of the sea. For
this, Auguste Piccard made the bathyscaphe.? He used the facts
about pressure that he had used for his balloons, but for _ the
opposite effect. In 1960, Piccard’s son, Jacques, and an 'Ameri-
can, Donald Walsh, went down in a bathyscaphe to a depth
of 11,000 metres near the Mariana Islands.® It was in the Chal-
lenger Deep.* The Challenger had found this deep hole in 1874
but could not measure its depth, Even the bathyscaphe could
not reach the bottom, which is nearly 11,700 metres from the
surfgce.
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In the deepest seas there is complete darkness, the water is very
cold, and the pressure is very great. The bathyscaphe and deep-
sea photographs have shown that there is life at very great
depths. There are even fish that have their own headlights. And
certain fish which live near the surface of the cold seas near
the North Pole and South Pole are also found below the
warm seas, at depths where the water is egually cold. Do they
move with the seasons? We are not sure. The exploration of
the depths of the sea is not yet complete.

3. EXCUSE ME, WHAT WAS THAT
YOU WHISTLED?

Visitors to the Canary Islands* usually go to Tenerife or Gran
Canaria. Very few of them go to the island of Gomera. But
Gomera is an island with a surprise, because the people there
have two languages: Spanish and whistle-language. ,

It was a great day in the history of Gomera when Co-
lumbus? arrived with his ships before his first crossing of the
Atlantic. -Columbus stayed on the island while he bought fruit
and cattle and other animals for the voyage. Perhaps the story
that he fell in love with one of the women of Gomera is
true. But Gomera has not shared in many of the events of
history. It is not easy to land there from the sea, and aero-

planes cannot land at all. Small boats are used for trade with

the other islands.

Gomera is the only place in the world which has a whistle-
language. How did it begin? Why did it begin? We cannot
answer these questions because we do not know the complete
history of the island. We do know that the Spaniards were not
the first people to whistle there. Norman seamen had visited
the island in 1402. They found tall people with fair hair and
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