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Preface
Huang Hua

I hail the publication of ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE GREAT WALL which
falls on the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of Deng Xiaoping’s inscrip-
tion “Love China,Renovate the Great Wall”and on the convention of the first in-
ternational symposium on the Great Wall.

This encyclopedia is a summary of the splendid results of researches on the
Great Wall. It provides complete information on the history of the Great Wall
thus displaying part of the cream of China’s traditional culture. It helps enhanc-
ing the consciousness of patriotism among the Chinese people and the campaign
for raising the cultural and moral standard. It will further promote researches on
the Great Wall, help the exploitation of its rich cultural, archaeological and
tourist resources and improve the protection and renovation of the cultural relics
along the Great Wall. The encyclopaedia could popularize the knowledge about
the Great Wall as part of the cultural heritage of mankind and expand and pro-
mote friendly cultural exchange with other countries.

The Great Wall is a precious cultural heritage contributed to the mankind by
the Chinese nation. It is the longest as well as the biggest construction in human
history. It was built after a long period of strenuous labour through dynasties
and created a record of construction time. The Great Wall is regarded as the most
solid defence construction in human history with its numerous passes,fortresses
-and battle and living facilities. It was the best defence system in old days which
created excellent integration of conditions of war time and peace time, armed
forces and civilians,agricultural production and national defence and local admin-
istration and military control. It was a mammoth defence system which fully em-
bodies the military strategy and tactics of old times. The Greal Wall is the most
gigantic historic relic of the human society. It covers such a vast area and con-
tains such rich archaeological wonders that no other relics could compare. The
numerous natural scenic spots and social and ethnic phenomena in the area have
]made it one of the best tourist attractions of the world. The Great Wall is not on-
ly the pride of the Chinese people but also a miracle admired by peoples of all
other lands. '

This encyclopedia has been compiled by nearly one hundred experts and
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scholars recruited by China Great Wall Society and Jilin People’s Publishing
House with the aim to conduct research on,give publicity to and enhance protec-
tion for the Great Wall.

The idea of compiling the encyclopedia was initiated by several veteran com-
rades who were keen on the studies of the Great Wall. All leading members of
China Great Wall Society shared the view that compiling such an encyclopedia
" could be something meaningful and that we should give a hand and make it done.
After meetings between China Great Wall Society and other parties concerned,
the board of editors for ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE GREAT WALL was
formed. At the first meeting of the board on June 4th,1992,Comrade Lo Zhewen

was elected editor-in-chief for the encyclopedia. The work of compiling this ency-
clopedia was then kicked off. Jilin People’s Publishing House has given us great
support. It has taken more than three years to finish the book , from raising up
the idea to the publication. It is a crystal of collective wisdom and hard work and
.the first book of such kind in the research of the Great Wall.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China,especially in the last
decade or more, researches on the Great Wall have achieved tremendous
progress. Such researches were conducted in a way conbining on-the-spot investi-
gations with confirmation of historic books and combining study on historic expe-
riences with guidance to the present work. An encouraging situation of research
has emerged with various schools contending with each other and indepth discus-
sions being held in different fields and on various branches of learning. New and
encouraging results of research have been obtained in military science,economy,
éthnology.geography,architecture,literature and art and tourism. ENCYCLO-
PEDIA OF THE GREAT WALL contains almost all those results.

,{ Since the study of the Great Wall is still an emerging branch of learning,no
professional research groups have formed so far. Most of the researchers are
driven by their persohal interest on the Great Wall, They have to work during
their limited spare hours with gréat shortage of funding. Such conditions could
only hinder indepth researches. In this sence,this book is only a young seedling
in the garden of encyclopeadias. It needs water and fertilizer to become a big
tree. Anyway ,we have made the first but important step. Let’s carry on and open
the future of studies on the profound knowledge of the Great Wall and brave on
in such unyielding spirit with which our ancestors had piled all those stones and
bricks and made the Great Wall stand.

June 1994
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