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The San Francisco! Fire

EARLY one morning the great Italian singer, Enrico
Caruso?, was sitting on a box in a city street. He was
wearing his night clothes? and smoking a cigarette. He
himself had carried the box down a lot of steps from his
bedroom in the Palace Hotel, and the servants had not paid
much attention to him. No one was paying much atten-
tion to him now, as he sat rather sadly in the street.
The street was a street in Sam Francisco, Californiat. The
date was 18th April, 1906. It was the day of the great
earthquakes, ‘

Earthquakes were not uncoinmon in San Francisco,
and there had been bad ones in 1868, 1898, and 1900.
But the results of the earthquake of 1906 were the worst
of alls. It first struck the city at twelve minutes past five
in the early morning-of April 18th, and lasted one min-
ute. This was the event which brought Caruso down into
the street with his box. Like many other people at that
time, he felt safer outside the building than inside.

A minute seems a short time when one is in a pleas-

1. San Francisco [;szn{ron'siskou]: H4& W, =& H(EEMFIEREMN
KERRH—ERRT, LR EEHER), 2. Enrico Caruso [en'riksu
ko'ruzzoul: BEIAT - REH, AANSB-192], RAHMELABREERER).
3. night clothes: EEX. clothes fe“ X", AEEER, 4. Cali-
fornia [ keli'fornja]: fn#i4E 8 T M (FE3 MG R0 — A 5. earth-
quake ['0o:6kweik]: #1E. 6. to be the worst of all: " REHM—Kk.
HEMRES worst BiEBMMERH the,
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ant place, and sometimes it passes much too quickly.
But in an earthquake it is terribly long. At one moment
you are living your usuval life. At the next! your chairs
and tables are dancing on the floor, your house is mov-
ing about, and your world is suddenly changed. You
cannot be sure what will happen next. You cannot be
“sure if you will be alive to see what happens next.

So it was? at San Francisco that morning. People
who had been asleep opened their eyes and found their
beds moving about. Bookcases travelled slowly across
floors. A strange noise could be heard on all sides. Then
stones began to fall down into the rooms and into the
streets outside. Walls and buildings started to come down.
The cries of those who were hurt could be heard from
near and fart, and in some places the roads themselves
opened like wide mouths. Street cars fell on their sides.
Electric wires came down and started fires.

What does a man.do in these conditions? He wants
to get outside, and as far away from high buildings as
possibles, People who live in the country and near open
fields have a great advantaget in an\carthq_uakc. They
are free from the fear of falling walls and buildings. But
those who live in towns and cities have no safe place
waiting for them.

’

‘1. at the next: = at the next moment, 2. So it was...: ({83

S OBLRIXHEE, so MEmAAKERE, HTHRNKENY. 3. found their

beds moving about: RBBTIMKEHZ, to move about FLEHFH, R
i5 beds Wy RIE, 4. from near and far: STIE, B4, WEAK.,
5. ... aé far away from high buildings as possible: 25 FF 3 BB L BE 4T .
6. to have a great advantage: & — 4B AFNHEE, ° )
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At the end of one minute the earthquake stopped, -
and the noise slowly grew less. Many of the people who~
had run into the streets in their night clothes went back
" home to dress properly. They were not yet really afraid
because earthquakes in San Francisco were fairly com-
mon. Most of them believed that this would be no worsg
than usual!, and would soon stop; but the fires. which
had started were growing bigger.

Fires were not unknown in the city either; indeed its
people seem to have suffered more than most others from
this cause. Parts of the cit)'/ had been burat down six
times before this. There was a bad fire in 1849, three
bad ones in 1850, and two more in 1851; but the 1906
fire was the greatest and most terrible of all.

Fires were started in different ways. Broken electric
wires caused a large number, but burning wood or coal
in a fireplace of a house could easily be thrown out when
the earthquake moved the building. Then it was quite
possible that2 other wood, or paper or cloth, could be set
on fire. Thus the fire increastd in size® and reached out
to other buildings. In San Francisco the bells of fire--
engines were soon ringing in the streets as the machines
tried to reach burning houses. They ran into peopte who
were trying to leave the fires, and this delayed them a
great deal.

Although the city’s firemen were good fellows and
knew their work well, they did not put out many fires on

1. no worse than usual: FHBEBHELR (};75‘%\‘),, 2. Then it
was quite possibie that.... “‘it” EHENFiE, 2REFZF TS that clause,
3. the fire increased in size; kK (WHHY KT,



that day. There was. no water in the pipes. Most of San
Francisco’s water had been brought to the city from the
country throagh three great pipes; but all three ‘had
been broken by moving rocks and earth. Therefore, when
the firemen tried to turn the water on, there was
aone, _

It is not difficult to understand why the fires grew

in size; but why did so many fires start? There were
hardly any in the city of Oakland?, just across the sea
from San Francisco, although it also suffered from the
earthquake. )
- The different conditions in the two cities resulted
chiefly from one fact2. In Oakland, as soon as the earth-
quake started, someone remembered to turn off the city’s
electricity supply®. In San Francisco, the chief engineert
was hurt almost immediately, and no one else thought
“of the electricity for a quarter of an hour. - Thus, when-
€ver an electric wire was broken in the first fifteen min-~
utes, it was quite possible that a fire would start. About
thirty fires were soon burning in -different parts of the
city. '

The breaking of electric wires did not start all the
fires. ®ne was the result of a woman’s kind heart.> When
people returned home after the first earthquake, she de-
cided to cook some eggs for the family. They needed some

1. Oakland {'suklond}: B %22 (TEIH& LR B, 2 i3 e I 75 &5
—H#E, 2. to resultchieﬁy from one fact: T E i — A F LR E RN,
3. to turn off the city’s electricity supply: ¥k i 09 I (£ 1 k),
4. the chief engineer: T f2Uf, 5. One was' the result of a wo-
man’s kind heart: & iR IF A ERHH DB TSR, '
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breakfast, and so she lit a fire!. But the fireplace had
been broken in the earthquake, and the fire reached some
of the wood of which the house was built. When this
began to burn, it could not be put out, and soon the
next bui]dfng was on fire also. :

This was one of the fires that were especially notiged
by James Hopper, a newspaper-man who was in San
Francisco at the time. He saw it first in Third Street;
but the wind helped it to grow, and it was.soon rushing
along the smaller side streeis. It destroyed the so1th part
of San Francisco because the firemen, without water,
were powerless to stop it.

At first numbzrs of people watched the fires almost
as we watch a game of football. They were interesting,
and did not yet cause much fear. But they were growing
bigger, and black smoke hung above the burning houses
like a sign of death. The feelings of the people began
to change slowly. 4

One party of people2 whose eyes were on a burning
building suddenly found other fires behind and beside
them. They moved quickly, trying to find a way outs.
But suddenly a lot of cows, maddened by the heat, and
smoke, rushed forwards together. In a few moments the
whole party was killed by the charging animalst.

There was no water to drink and little to eat in the
burning city. No hotels were providing meals. The resuit

1. to light a fire: 2=k, 2. one party -of people: —BEA.
3. to find a way out: $—fk4:MEK, - 4. the charging animals: ([
R FE S, EETEER cows, /] animals RACE,



was that many of the food shops were broken ope;:. The
food was ssolen and carried off. The disorders increased
because there were not enough policemen to deal with
all the thieves in the different parts of the city. Some-
thing had to be done’to stop these unlawful a'::ts,.1 and
soldiers were sent into the city to help the police. Food
was also given out at certain places in the city, because
the people had to eat something. But even in these
places fights began when men could not get “enough
bread. .

The soldiers had also to deal with shopkeepers who
charged too much. There are always men who want to
make money in bad times as in good.2 One or two shop-
keepers had to be driven out of their shops. A soldier
heard an-old woman .talking. about one of the bread
shops. She said that the shopkeeper e¢harged her 75 cents
for bread. This was the kind of thing that could lead to
higher and higher prices. . , .

The soldiers went to the shop, entered it, pushed the
shopkeeper to one 'side, and gave the bread to the wait-
ing people free?. The shopkeeper was very surprised, but
laughed gently. But when the soldiers continued to give
away all the food in his shop*, he grew very angry K and

.. 1. Something had to be done to stop these unlawful acts: %% %
W—E I, Rk X IR 0. 2. There are always men who want
to make money in bad times as in good: BEHLEALERHATEY
EFAFR—HIREBRE, good FHE 4N T times. 3. ... gave the bread
to the waiting people free: RE QLM A RSEMAMN, free = free
of charge. 4. to give away all, the food in his shop: 3 RiEEEFH
53 1 ‘ o T
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started to shout, He was taken outside and shot.!

Thieves who broke into shops were also shot; but it
was better to stop the stealing of food than to shoot
thieves. It was therefore necessary to tell the people not
to steal if they wished to remain alive. For this purpose,
printed noticés had to be made. .

A printer was found, and he put the proper Ietters
together?; but there was no electricity to drive the print-
ing machines®. Now, when it was too late to stop the
fires, the electricity had been turned off. How could the
printing machines be driven? Some other kind of power
was needed. £ ju

A few soldxe:s stoodO o‘@ de the door of the building,
and watched the people who were passing along the
street. Whenever they saw a man with powerful arms,
they took him inside and o dered him to turn~the print-
ing machine. Several st men were soon at work?,
and in this way 5,000 cgpies of the notice were printed.

While these efforts were being made to keep order®
in the city, the fires continued to grow.. Many of the
people at last understood the seriousness of the position,
and began to leave the burning city. Men and women
took with them the things that they needed, or loved
best. Many women carried babies in their arms. But
some, who had no babies to save, took their animals or

small birds. Men carried shoes or clothes. Some people
)

1. He was taken outside and shot: {b¥#H{E#25T. shot = was
shot. 2. ... he put the proper letters together: fhimi = H{EFT .
3. to drive the printing machines: f%ﬂJE[]EIWL, 4. to be soon at
work: R T IER KR, 5. to keep order: HHFBF,



pushed .or pulled small carts on which they had put valu.
able articles from the homes that they had left b;hincf.

The people went either to the forest or to the sea,
The son of one rich man found his father’s small motor-
boat and carried people acros§ the seca and away from
the fires. This was not the result of kindness. He charped
one hundred dollars for one person for one journey. No
one secemed to want a return ticket!. ‘.

Water for San Francisco was brought across the sea
in ships. This was only for drinking purposeé; there was
not enough to put the fires out. Great efforts were being
made to stop these, but they continued to burn. In many
places thg army destroyed all the buildings rouand a fire,
so that it could not burn them and thus reach others. A
lot of-hard work was done on the great pipes which used
to bring water mto the city. At last one of them was
repaired, but it was too late to stop the ‘fires because they
were so big. The wind blew first one way and then an-
other, turning the fires first to one building and then to
another 2 Not much could be done to save thém, but at
last at the end of this terrible week, the rain came and
the fires began to die down.

About eight out of every ten® houses had been des-
troyed by this time, but the numbeér of people who lost
their lives was only about one in every thousandt. This

1, a return ticket: —Ji[E%E, 2. The wind blew first one way
and then another, turning the fires first to one building and then to
_ another: REEFE—AH Rk, {H)F kXKD AT 0, 8 Kk ix 1%
WENEIBA#, 3. eight out of every ten: A FHAL, 4,
one in every thousand: & —FAHhH —4, ‘ -
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proves that a lot of good work was done m 'difficult con-
ditions, but 200,000 people were homeless becanse so
many houses were burnt down. ’

. Man’s work is ha;dly ever perfect,! and some mis-
takes were made by those who were trying to keep order.
Some of them were- watching for thieves, and they saw a
car moving fast along a road. ‘Th'ey thought that the
driver was hurrying to do some wrong or other?, and they
shot him without asking any questions. But he was, in
fact, a kind man who was hurrying to help some people
who had been hurt.

The conditions in the city after this terrible fire are
difficult to imagine now. There were a_lot of marriages
at the end of the fire because young people decided not
to wait any longer. They did not know what was going
to happen on the next day, or indeed in the next hour.
So they got married while they could.

Business-men started to build up their businesses -
agaimas slow and heavy work. For some time
the banks could not do very much to help.'3 A lot of
important papers had disappeared in the ’_iir_e_l Bank ac-
counts and police records were far from' complete. Photo-
graphs of thieves had been burnt with everything else. If
you wanted to know where a man was born, when and"
where he was married, and whether he was still alive,

1. Man’s work is bardly ever perfect: A HERR%E/2%, hard-
ly ‘gver=very seldom JLEMER, 2. to do some wrong or other:
HUHE LR, some... or other (FRAHERLIHAZE)IE—-, some
FBHBRE R AR, 3. For some time the banks could not do very
much to help: |iTH—-EFWAT AR,
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you could not éasily find the answers to the questions,
Papers and books had been burnt. The remains of sghools
and offices filled the streets, which had now to be cleared.’

Many people walked about l(;oking for lost friends.
Men who wanted to find their wives failed to do so. Wo-
men could not find their husbands or ch]ldren Notices
were put up, asking fo;; information or giving it:! *“‘Are
you alive, Petor Smith? If you-are, go to your old home,
Your wife is waiting for you there.”’ ‘“If Tom Robinson
reads this notice, he will be glad to Iearn that his daugh-
ter is safe in Oakland.”’ :

After the fire had ended numbers of - pcople v151ted
San Franclsco to see 1ts results. News of the fire had
reached newspapers all over the country, and had been
cop1ed in foreign newspapers. So Americans from Oakland
across the water, and foreigners from places far away,
came to see the remains of the great city.
~ These visitors came for pleasure,? but they often
_ found something that they did not expec¢t. The streets
were still filled with broken stones and broken glass, and
the soldiers were working hard every day to clear them.
A tired soldier, who was busy with heavy work, was not
pleased to see a rich and well-dressed man walking about
- and doing nothing. So he made the well-dressed man take
his beautiful coat off and do some work. The visitor had
to start lifting stones; he had to carry them far away.

_ 1. Notices were put up, asking for information or giving it: REHH
TI ARG RITERA %, it B information, I8HF X R ALRMERHEL,
asking J giving AMEBAHIAEIE, 93 1E notices. 2. These ylsitory
came for pleasure: £ 75 2 % 7 A &Y, '
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Of course, he did rnot like this, but no one cared very
much whether he liked it or not. Therefore, after the fire,
teachers, presidents of banks, clerks and important railway
men worked hard under the watchful eye of a soldier or
policeman. They worked hard because both- the soldier
. o r—
and the policeman had guns.
‘——-* . - - N
Most people in the city did fot need to be ordered
to work. They were ready to de their best® to repair their
city, and it slowly took on the shape of its old self2. But
it could never be quite the same again, because abouit
28,000 buildings had been destroyed and about five hun-
dred million dollars losts.

1. to do their best: &5, 2....it slowly took on the shape of its
old self: ¥#¥ubtk B F kT, 3. about five hundred million dollars
lost: %k HILiTLE%, lost=had been lost. )
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Signals across the Atlantic!

ONLY about .a hundred years have passed - since James
Clerk-Maxwell? said for the first time that there must be
electric waves? in spacet. He said so in 1854 when he was
studying Iight-wavesﬁ,‘ which are one form of electric
waves. He felt sure that there must be others of the same
kind, although at that time no .one had ever sent a wire-
less signals anywhere
This was an excellent proof of the -high qualities of
the mind of man. Clerk-Maxwell had no experience of
these waves, and no one else in those- days had ‘any
either. He proved the whole thing on paper, using only
his head. Twenty-three years had to pass before anyone
was able to make Waves of this sort.
The first scientist to make them was Heinrich Hertz’,
a German who was working at Karlsruhes. In 1887 " he
was making sparks9 in one part of his room, and he no-
ticed a surprising thing. At the other side of the room a
spark appeared in the space between the two ends of a
wire which were close together!®. There seemed to be noth-

1. the Atlantic [ot'lzntik]: = the Atlantic Ocean XF, 2.
James Clerk-Maxwell ['dzeimz 'klazk 'makswoll: A&AF - whd - D
B iR, AR (18311879, a2t dpT ), 3. electric waves: ik,
4. in space: # 23], 8. light-waves: 3. 6. wireless signal: %
#i {32, 7. Heinrich Hertz['hainrik ho:ts]: #BBH®E - %, A4
(18571894 4 £ 50) 8. Karlsrahe ['karlsrus]: &/RRi% G, 19@;15
%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁm*ﬂ?ﬁe 9. to make spal'ks ﬂ)(mo 10.
spark appeared in the space between the two ends of a wire which
‘were close together: ZEMANRBMEMBALZAMBMMAT kK16,

12




ing (except air) .between the two places which could
carry an electric effect from one to the other; but when
Hertz stopped the first spark, the other spark also stop-
ped. When he started it again, the other started again.
Electric waves in space were, in fact; causing the effect
in the second wire, but Hertz did not immediately under-
stand this. It was the first time that a thing like this had
ever happened, and it was the beginning of wireless. But
a lot of work had to be done before it could be made
useful o the world. ,

‘Seven years later (1894) Sir Oliver Lodge! showed
how these sparks could be used to send useful signals
acrossvempty space.

At about the same time (1894) a young Italian, Gug-

lielmo Marconi? also began to study the use of electric
~waves in space. His father was Italian and his mother
Irish. Marconi started his work in Italy, but in 1896 he
went to England.

When he reached England he decided to go to see
W. H. Preece This man (a lot older than Marcom) was
the chief engmeer of the British post office, and was very
interested in signals which could be+ sent across space
~without wires. In those days, as soon as a ship left port,
it could not send or receive signals or mews. It was alone
on the sea. If it sank, it was possible that no one would

ever know what had happened to-it. Ships did sometimes

disappear® and no explanation could be given for this.

1. Oliver Lodge ['olivo 'lods]: BRI - 2%, A& (1851—1940, 35/
P 2R ER). 2. Guglieimo Marconi [gu:'lielmo mar'kouni]: &
SREE - BB, A L(1874—1937, BAMm K, TRELBEHE). | 3.
ships did sometimes disappear: MW EFH RET. “did”’ b NRIESKA,
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