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INTRODUCTION

A century has elapsed since the Chinese people
began to suffer imperialistic aggression at home and
racial exclusion abroad, Aggression by the industrially
advanced nations resulted in the awakening of the
Chinese intelligentsia, who in turn urged the rank and
file to ask their government to reform.or to face re-
volution, About the same time racial discrimination
against Chinese immigrants in the United States,
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand was embodied in
a systematic strengthening and enforcing of laws and
regulations which had been made in these countries,
Today, the changing times demonstrate to the world
that China will tolerate no more such sovereign and
territorial encroachment and that the notion of aay
racial superiority will not, and cannot, stand up in
the torrent of the civil rights movement, As we know,
the history of imperialist aggressior has strongly
attracted the attention of scholars in both the West
and the East, but the history of racial exclusion
abroad has, as a whole, been completely mneglected, so
that a study of it is long overdue,

This is a history of Chinese exclusion from the
United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand,
In the middle of the nineteenth century, the discovery

of gold in these countries called for thousands of Chi-
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nese coolies, They came as contract laborers, mostly
from Kwangtung and Fukien, the two provinces of
Southern China, In the beginning they were welcomed
because unskilled and inexpensive labor was desperately
needed, Later, when mining subsided, the supply of
immigrant labor became surplus, White labor, which
was then becoming organized, began to complain about
the Chinese on the ground that they lowered the stand-
ard of living by accepting low wages, Subsequently,
they were criticized as dirty in habits, strange in
customs and laws, fond of gambling and opium, and
threatening to white women because almost all of them
were young men, Besides,they were thrifty; they sent
all their savings back to their homeland, showing no
intention of staying in these countries, In short, they
were thought incapable of assimilation, Such anti-Chi-
nese sentiment; spreading from a local to a national
fevel and from the lower class to the upper, cons-
tituted public opinion which was finally adopted by
legislative representatives, They passed laws and drew
up regulations which specifically singled out the Chi-
nese to be restricted and excluded, The Chinese were
defined as not only those who were born in China, but
also those of Chinese descent all over the world, no
matter what nationality they actually possessed. The
anti-Chinese movement reached its culmination in - the
decade when the United States Congress passed its

acts of Chinese exclusion, the first ome being in 1882.
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Canada, Australia, and New Zealand,always aware of
what the United States was doing, adjusted themselves
to deal similarly with the problem of Chinese immigra-
tion, Ironically,the three cooperators, under the guid-
ancc of England, took stronger but more diplomatic
tueasures to stop the Chinese from entering by requiring
heavy taxes and literacy tests of them, Chinese immi-
grants were, literally and figuratively, excluded in the
period between about 1880 and 1940, The Chinese who
were already in these countries retreated from the
mining areas and went to the big cities where minori-
ties were usually treated more generously, Unable to
find spouses for themselves, most of them concentrated
in isolated Chinatowns, leading an enforced celibate
life. The miserable picture of the overseas Chinese in
those days reflected the deep—rooted meaning of those
exclusion laws, laws which were totally unjust and
inhuman, Not until the last stage of World War II,
when the four nations were fighting along with China,
did the situation see a hope of change, However, no
matter how much was done because of the war, the
improvement of the Chinese plight would have been
slight were it not for the Immigration Act passed by
the United States Congress in 1965, This act gave the
Chinese equal rights with other immigrants for the
first time. According to the act, China as well as any
other nation, is entitled to send each year as many as
20,000 immigrants to the United States, Almost simul-
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tancously Canada and Australia followed suit to treat
the Chinese equally to an extent suitable to their need to
accept new immigrants, Thus the principle of Chinese
exclusion in these countries ended after a whole century,

The idea of this work was gradually developed
from articles which were published on the front pages
of Ming pao Monthly, At the urging of readers, these
articles have now been gathered together in book form,
Little revision has been found necessary except in the
first chapter,to which some new material has been add-
ed. In order to draw together the major events,a chro-
nology is included,

The author is deeply indebted to Dr., Tse-tsung
Chow ,of the University of Wisconsin, He wrote the
extensive preface commending the work as the first
account of a significant but neglected problem in the
study of modern Chinese history. Reading most of the
work in manuscript and again in proof,he made metic-
ulous corrections and valuable suggestions, However,
any failings and errors this work may have are the
fault of the author,and his alone is the responsibility
for the views and interpretations presented,

I-YAO SHEN
University of Maryland
November 9,1969
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