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A French scientist says he believes all humans
developed from an African tribe of Pygmies. The scientist,
Gerard Lucot, of the College of France in Paris says his
research shows the first human father was a member of an
ancient tribe known as the Akka. Members of the tribe still
live in the Central African Republic. Other scientists say it
still is too ear'l/y to know who was the genetic father of us
all. But at least 6 teams of scientists are involved in attempts
to find him. American scientists said 4 years ago they had

evidence that evervone alive today came from one woman.
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They got the evidence from genetic material  called

mitochondrial-DNA. It comes only {rom mothers.
_‘g‘.J-LJ-LJ»L_‘aL.“
jfarr 1ok
Forrrr o or
Scientists said the woman lived in East Africa almost
200, 000 years ago. Scientists then began searching for the
first father. They studied the Y-chromosome. It is a tiny
piece of genetic material found only in males. They looked
for differences betwecn the Y-chromosomes of different
groups of men. Dr. Lvcot used the world’s  first
internationa! coliection ©f Y-chromosomes. 1t is at the
Pasteur Institute in Faiic He found a few small differences
in the Y-chromosomes. 7Then his research group developed a
computer program that foliowed the likely path of these
chromosome W in time. He says it goes back

zbout 200,000 years to the Akka tribe.
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Dr. Lucotis working now with several groups of
scientists to study Y-chromosome differemces in other
populations. The scientists are from Tunisi‘a. Australia,
Japan and South Africa. Other scientists say Dr. Lucot’s
research is useful only for looking at differences between

existing populations. Dr. Lucot admits that his research on



The First Human Father 3

the Y-chromosome cannot tell the date of the first father.
He says he accepted the date established by scientists for the
first mother. Many scientists also say fossil evidence shows
the original home of humans is in East Africa, not the
southern part of the Central African Republic as Dr, Lucot
claims. Research wil! continue probably for a long time
before scientists agree when and where the first human
father lived.
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Pyemy . D'ygmies | 'pigmi, 'pigmiis] n. & B ERTETE
Gerzr Luvet [ze'ra; W'kot] P R-E R A8
Akka [a.ka]n. PR %E

the Central African Republic A3k 3EH1{EH

genetic [ dzi'netik ] adj.  WH{EH

genetic father #54, F#HEE

evidence [ 'evidons] n.  {EIE

mitochondrial-DNA [maits'kondrial ] n.  £R%7 (& DNA
DNA —deoxyribe-nucleic acid L E R
Y-chiromosome ['kromasoum] u. Y JLfa (K

the Pasteur Institute in Paris P82\ CLRR 82 5%
computer program [ksm'pju.ts' prsugrem] T EHLEF
Tunisi [tjiu.'nizia] n.  ZERHT

Australia [o;s'treilia ] n. K F)IE
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Exercises

Study the notes first. Familiarize yourself with all of
Task A | them, listen to the whole report carefully for one time

and dc the multiple-choice exercise below.
1. Some scientists are trying to find out
A. the first human father.
B. the first human mother..
C. the first tribe in Africa.
D. where the first human being lived.
2. How many scientists are involved in the work mentioned in this
story ?
A. 6.
B. 7.
C. 8.
D. At least over a dozen.
3. Why did the scientists study the Y-chromosome?
A. Because it existed in males only.
B. Because it was 'important in their attempt to find the first
human father.

C. Because it was different with different human beings.
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D.

Because it was interesting to the scientists.

4. Which of the following is true?

A.
B.
C.
D.

The date for the first human father has been established.
The first human father has been found.
The date for the first human mother has been established.

Dr. Lucot’s work has been very successful.

5. It seems that many scientists do not agree with Dr. Lucot because

A,

they do not research in the same field with him.

B. their research has led to different results from his.
C.
D

. he does not want to go on with his research.

his nationality is different from theirs.

Check your answer with the key. Listen to the whole

T'ask B | report once again if you think it is necessary. Then

fisten to the three parts 1 , 1 and H separately,

each for two times. Do the multiple-choice exsrcise after listening to

each part.

Part |

1. who s Gerard Lucot?

A,
B.
C.
D.

A French scientist.
A college student.
An African scientist.

An African tribesman.

2. What does Dr. Lucot try to find out?

A,
B.
C.

The development of an African tribe.
The civilization of ancient Africa.

The first human father.
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D. The first human mother.

3. Which of the following is not true of “Akka”?
A. It is a tribe in South Africa.
B. It is an ancient African tribe.
C. Tt is a tribe from which, Dr. Lucot thinks, the first human
father came.
D. Tt is a tribe whose members‘still live in the Central African
Republic.
4. What do other scientists say about Dr. Lucot’s conclusion?
A. His research is early. _
B. They reached the same éonclusion earlier.
C. Such a conclusion is too early from the scientific point of
view.
D. 1t is true though it is a little bit too early.
5. What happened 4 yee;.rs ago? .
A. Some American scientists found the evidence of the first
human mother.
B. Some American scientists found the genetic materiai called
mitochondrial-DNA.
C. Some African scientists found evidence of the first human
mother.
D. Some African scientists began to study mitochondrial-DNA.
Part I
1. Scientists believe that the first human woman lived

A. 10,000 years ago.
B. 120,000 years ago.
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C. 20,000 years ago.

D. 200,000 years ago.

After scientists found evidence of the first human mother, they
began

A. searching for the place where she lived.

B. studying the evidence for further proof.

C. studying the human history.

D. studying the Y-chromosome in search of the first human
father. '
Which of the following is not true of Y-chromosome?

A. Tt is tiny.

B. Tt exists in females only.

C. It exists in males only.

D. 1t differs with different groups of men.

What resuilt did Dr. Lucot obtain from his research?

A. He established the world’s first international collection of Y-
chromosome.

B. He found that Y-chromosomes were a genetic material.

C. He found some differences in the Y-chromosomes.

D. He found evidence for the first human father.

The purpose of Dr. Lucot’s group in developing a computer
program was

A, to trace back the development of differences in the Y-
chromosomss,

B. to figute out the age of man’s civilization.

C. to figure out the age of the first human mother.
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D. to figure out the amount of time for their research.
Part [
1. Dr. Lucot’s present work is to study
A. Y-chromosome differences.
B. population differences.
C. pogpulation growth. )
D. Y-chromosome development.
2. Which of the following countries does not have scientists working
with Dr. Lucot?
A. Tunisia.
B. Austria.
C. Japan.
D. South Africa.
3. According to other scientists, Dr. Lucot’s research is useful
A. only to the scientists working with him in Paris.
B. Only for ihe study of humans at his university in Paris.
C. only in the study of Y-chromosome differences of African
tribes.
D. only for the study of the differences between existing
populations.
4. What does Dr. Lucot admit about his research?
A. Tt cannot tell the date of the first human mother.
B. It can tell the date of the first human mother.
C. It cannot tell the date of the first human father.
D. It can tell the date of the first human father.

5. Many scientists believe that the original home of humans is in
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A. South Africa.
B. South America.
C. East Africa.
D. Central Africa.
. What is concluded at the end of the story?
A. The problem when and where the first human father lived is
not easy to solve.
B. It will not be long to find the first human father.
C. Scientists will not go on with their research for a long time.
D. Research will go on for a long time though the first human
father will be found soon.
Check your answer with the key. Listen to the whole
Task C | report and fill in the following blanks with the exact
1 words you hear from the tape.

Dr. Lucot believes all humans an African tribe of
Pygmies.

- He says his research shows the first human father was
known as the Akka.

. American scientists said they had _______ that everyone alive
today came from

4. Scientists then began the first father,

5. Y-chromosome is a tiny piece of ___only in males.
6. Dr. Lucot used the world’s first international of Y-
chromosome.

. Dr. Lucot’s group a computer program that

the likely path of these chromosome differences back in time.




