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BAND THREE |

UNIT 1

Part I Reading Comprehension

Passage A

“Culture shock” occurs as a result of rotal immersion in

a new culture. It happens to “people who have been sudden-

ly transplanted abroad.” Newcomers may be anxious be-

cause they do not speak the language , know the customs, or
understand people’s behavior in daily life. The visitor finds
that “yes” may not always mean “yes,” that {riendliness
does not necessarily mean friendship or that statements that
appear to be serious are really intended as jokes. The for-
eigner may be unsure as to when to shake hands or embrace,
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‘when to initiate conversations, or how to approach a

stranger. The notion of “culture shock” helps explain feel-

ings of bewilderment and disorientation. Language problems

do not account for all the frustrations that people feel.
When one is deprived of everything that was once familiar,
such as understanding a transportation system, knowing
how to register for university classes, or knowing how to
make friends, difficulties in coping with the new society may
arise.
“+-ewhen an individual enters a strange culture, +- he
or she is like fish out of water.” Newcomers feel at times
that they do not belong to and consequently may feel alien-
ated from the native members of the culture. When this
happens, visitors may want to reject everything about the
new environment and may glorify and exaggerate the posi-
tive aspects of their own culture. Conversely, visitors may
scorn their native country by rejecting its values and instead
choosing to identify with (f only temporarily) the values of
the new country. This may occur as an attempt to over-i-
dentify with the new culture in order to be accepted by the

people in it.

1. Which of the following statements is true according to the
author? .
A) Perplexity results in culture shock
B) A typical symptom of culture shock is confusion

2



C) Culture shock is the explanation of anxiety
D) Culture shock happens to foreign students only
. Newcomers may worry about
A) their knowledge of “yes” in the native language
B) their understanding of friendship
C) their control of their behavior
D) their ignorance of the alien customs
. When the foreign visitor is immersed in new probiems he
finds hard to cope with, he is most likely to feel |
A) uninsured B) deprived
C) baffled D) alienated
. The expression “he or she is like fish out of water” sug- -
gests
A) people away from their cultures can hardly survive in
a new culture
B) a fish can not survive without water
C) people away from their cultures experience mental is-
loation
D) people away from their cultures have difficulties in the
new environment
. In order to identify with the new environment, some peo-
ple may
A) give an exaggerated picture of their own country
B) abandon their original beliefs
C) accept a temporary set of values
D) criticize the positive aspects of their own country

e 3.



Passage B

Most people are unaware of the fact that a new ailment
has developed among subway users. Called “subway syn-
drome (M4 %5E),” it causes people to turn pale and
cold and even to faint. Commuters misdiagnose the symp-
toms — acute chest pains and disgust —and rush to hospital
emergency rooms in the belief that they are about to die of a
heart attack. Hearing that their heart attack is only a case of
nerves makes them feel better.

What makes people get sick on subways? Various and
sundry things. One is that they rush off to work in the
morning without having eaten a proper breakfast. Sudden
dizziness attacks them. A second cause is the overcrowding
and following feeling of claustrophobia (¥4 %E), which
brings on stress and anxiety. In addition, they are so afraid
of mechanical failure, fire, and/or crime that they show
signs of panic —men by having chest pains and women by

becoming hysterical. Contributing especially to their stress

are other factors: overcrowding of both sexes, continual in-

crease in the numbers of passengers, and people’s inability
g p

to avoid interacting with strangers.

Noise, lack of space, summer heat, fear of entrapment
underground —it is a wonder that more people don’t have
subway syndrome. What treating measures can a commuter
take to protect himself or herself from the disease? Eat a
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good breakfast, concentrate on pleasant thoughts as you
stand surrounded, bounce a bit on your toes, and roll your
head. Thus, mind and body will be restored to an appear-
ance of normality despite the adverse conditions of subway

transportation.

6. Why do subway riders think they might be having a heart
attack?
A) They are overcrowded
B) They are afraid
C) They suffer from chest pains
D) They don’t eat breakfast
7. The prefix “inter” in the word “interacting” means
A) interrupt B) between
C) bury D) enter
8. According to the passage, if you don’t have a good break-
fast, you might get .
A) cold B) pale
C) afraid D) dizzy.
9. The author suggests that subway riders will feel better if
they .
A) exercise a little
B) eat breakfast
C) think about pleasant things
D) all of the above
10. A good title for this passage might be



A) How to Ride the Subway

B) A Case of Nerves

C) The Subway Syndrome ¢

D) Overcrowding on the Subways

Passage C
The newly founded Family Protection Network (FPN)

is focused on one, somewhat radical business objective:

lowering demand. The first service we’re offering is the

most innovative plan ever designed to deal with child abduc-
tion. No company has ever attacked this problem with such
intelligence and power. We have over one thousand li-
censed, independent investigators, many of whom previous-
ly worked with the FBI, CIA and the police. We’re able to
act on a case within a matter of minutes, immediately trans-
mitting a missing child’s photograph and other data to the
police, media, and various missing children’s groups. This
new service just started on April 11. In addition, the Family
Protection Newtwork will offer other services that truly
help families live more secure lives. So why dedicate so
much time and energy toward the good of our society? Be-
cuase someone has to. And because we have what it takes to
make a difference, We’re a subsidiary of Safe Card Services,
Inc, a corporation with nearly a half billion dollars in assets
and 25 years of experience in securing data for consumers.
So simply put, we’re not just some small fly-by-night com-
« 6o



pany that will be gone in a flash. Unfortunately. The Fami-

ly Protection Network, Inc. is at 10475 Fortune Parkway,
Jacksonville, Florida 32256.

11.

12.

13.

14.

One of the services Family Protection Network offers is

concerned with

A) family protection

B) lowering demand

C) the most innovative plan

D) child abduction

Which of the following factors has made Family Protec-

tion Network unique?

A) Intelligence and power

B) More than one thousand licensed, independent inves-
tigators

C) Investigators’ previous working experience with the
FBI, CIA and the police

D) Immediate communication with the police, media,
and various missing children’s groups

Only one word of the four suggests that FPN is an orga-

nization which doesn’t offer services free of charge. It is

A) husiness B) company
C) network - D) consumer
The passage itself turns out to be

A) an advertisement



B) an introduction
C) a guide
D) a manual
15. The title “A New Company That Dreams of The Day It
Will Go Out of Business” best indicates that .
A) FPN is a somewhat radical business .
B) FPN is but a subsidiary of Safe Card Services
C) FPN aims at helping families live more secure lives
D) FPN is also a small fly-by-night company that will be

gone in a flash

Passage D

Scientists have discovered a tiny group of cells in the
brain that act as a clock to control many body activities.
The discovery was made by doctors at Harvard University.
They began by studying the clock-like group of cells in the
brains of monkeys.

Dr. Martin Moore Ede and Dr. Ralph Leidick recorded
when during the day the monkeys ate, drank and slept.
They found that most of the monkeys did the same things at
about the same time each day. Then the doctors operated on
the monkeys. They destroyed the tiny group of brain cells
which they believed controlled the timing of activities.

After the operation they found that the animals ate,
drank, and slept the same amounts as before. But they did
these things at very different times each day. There no-
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