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- PART ONE

- the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland
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1. The People and the Land
- They Live in

What is the difference between the British Isles,
Britain,the United Kingdom and England? These terms are
so often confused that we had better start by distinguishing
them.

The British Isles consists of two large islands;one is
called Ireland and the other Britain,

Britain, or Great Britain,is the larger of these two is-
lands,and it is divided into three parts:Scotland , Wales and
England. ‘

The United Kingdom is that part of the British Isles
ruled over by the Queen. It consists of Scotland, Wales and
England (i. e. the whole of Britain) ,and also about one-sixth
of Ireland,the Northernvpar't. The rest of Ireland is self-gov-
erning,as we shall see later. @ The full title of the United
Kingdom is therefore “The United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland”.

England is the largest, most populous, and generally
speaking® the richest section. The English people take this

@ as we shall see later . 3X f2 as 5| SR IER GBI T BT a8 HRRRA,
7 MBI P {E shall see B E1E . XENGBHH AZEAPESZF, TRESE
] TE3X JL'E B The rest of Irland is self-governing , X2k 4 0 B EH . 4]
B AT,

@ generally speaking: —f 3K, iX R IAEEEM LS Y F— K

& M A1 “if one may speak in a general way”,



too much for granted®,and tend to use the words “England”
and “English” when® they mean “Britain” and “British”.
This sometimes annoys the Scots and the Welsh. The Scots
" in particular are very proud of their separate nationality;
they have their own legal system,and some of their internal
affairs are managed by special Scottish departments,though
they have no separate Parliament. The Welsh too do not re-
gard themselves as English,and have a culture and even a
language of their own. There is a Welsh Nationalist and a
Scottish Nationalist party ,demanding a measure of indepen-
dence from England, but although they have held seats in
the House of Commons,they are not very strong;and in gen- .
eral the Scots,the Welsh and the English feel sufficiently
similar to each other to be quite content to form a combined
" Parliament in London®. .

With the Irish, the question is more complicated and
much less happy. Ireland became part of the United King-
dom in 1801, but it soon grew discontented,and for forty
" years the “Irish Question” was the greatest headache of the
British Parliament. At last,after much bloodshed,Ireland di-
vided itself into two®. Northern Ireland remained loyal to
the Crown (though it has its own Parliament sitting in
Belfast® for internal affairs), and in 1922 the rest of the

@ take this. .. for granted . A H X FIE R Z BT L RN .

@ when, #H/., —M5 FH HAREMRG . EEXJL, ML T although,

@ feel sufficiently similar. . . in London : ik H SRR , BT FHBRK
AB—ABESESHERIMBEET . AER to be quite content.. ,in London g
7% RRE.

@ Ireland divided itself into two=1Ireland was divided into two

® Belfast (JUREHID . L B/RZEHA, R E TR vi A8, b fg
KA N
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country broke away to form an Irish Free State,later called
Eire (pronounced Aira) and now the Republic of Ireland.

The Republic of Ireland is almost entirely Roman
Catholic;it does not regard itself as British,and is not now
even a supporter of the Commonwealth®. Unlike the major
Commonwealth countries it did not lift a finger to help
.Britain in the Second World War®, It is still discontented,as
it resents the existence of Northern Ireland, and wants the

. whole of Ireland to be a republic.

Are the British people Europeans? This may seem a
strange question to Africans and Asians,who tend to think
of all white men as Europeans. But the British ,when they are
in Britain,®do not regard themselves as Europeans. The Eu-
ropeans,to them,are those rather excitable foreigners from
the other side of the English Channel ,who have never learnt
how to speak English. Europe is “the Continent”:a place full
of interest for British tourists ,but also the source of almost
all the wars in which Britain has ever been involved. Thus,
although geographically speaking Britain is a part of Eu-
rope, yet the fact that it is a separate island has made its
people feel very,very insular®. They feel,and in many ways

( the Commonwealth =the (British) Commonwealth of Nations ; 3 B¢ 3§
. KRB RAAEAMCEH YA RTEARESMEEER . R EE A%
AR/ EMERHERRAEERSE 3. 2N T bR Emm TR, %
EM 1931 SFRIER A RBHFEZF "HRIFR LM AT EFTE B EE.
(1L 8) -
@ it did not...in the Second Warld War £8 Kt R KBS, BLZ%
ER AN

@ when they are in Britain . 24 flf {/J7E £ Bt G R II R EXE A E
B, BT R X R T,

@ insular: SRR H MM .



are ,different from the rest of Europe,® and they sometimes
annoy continental nations by failing to support them,or even
to understand them,in time of need.

Where did the British people come from? This is an ex-
traordinarily interesting question,since they are a mixture of
many different races,and all these races invaded Britain at
various times from Europe. Nobody knows very much about
Britain before the Romans camie during the first century B.
C. ,but there had been at least three invasions before that. .
The first of these was by a dark-haired Mediterranean race

Ix.lvaders . Contribution
(in chronological order)
Iberians v ? _
Celts Ga'els ' Scottish and Irish race and culture
Britons Welsh race and culture
Romans Latin alphabet and civilisation
Anglo-Saxons English race and language
Some peculiarities of dialect in
Danes - .
North and East England.
Final unification of England.
Great administrative progress.
Normans English civilisation permanently
(French-speaking) linked to France rather than to
Scandinavia. Foundation of aris-
tocracy.

Fig. 1 Origins of the British people;table of invasions

® They feel,. ..are,different from the rest of Europe: i fi15% 8 5 H & WK
WARRH, T HETEH BB ETML. RI)A feel Ml are ILH — % iE differ-

ent. .. Europe .,
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called the Iberians. The other two were by Celtic tribes.first
the Gaels, whose descendants are the modern Scots and
Irish, some of whom still speak the Gaelic language ;and sec-
ondly the Britons,who gave their name to the whole island
of Britain. These were the people whom the Romans con-
quered. The Romans gave the Britons a good deal of their
civilisation, but they never settled in Britain in very large
numbers ,so the British race survived until the over throw of
the Roman Empire by the “barbarians”,i. e. the numerous
Germanic tribes which overran the whole of Western Eu-
rope.

There were three great Germanic tribes which invaded
Britain;the Angles,the Saxons and the Jutes;and together-
they form the basis of the modern English race. The
Britons, as a race, disappeared except in Wales and Corn-
wall. Many Welsh people still speak their “British”,1 ‘
Celtic tongue, which is called Welsh. In Cornwall the lan-
guage has died out,though it can still be recognised in some
proper names. The Angles were so numerous that the coun-
try was called Angle-land,i. e. England,and the Anglo-Sax-
on language was Old English:in other words, modern Eng-
lish has descended directly from it.

So far® then,we have noted the Iberians,two kinds of
Celts, the Romans, and the Germanic peoples, which® we
shall call collectively the Saxons; but the story is by no
means ended. A few hundred years later a further invasion

@ Sofar:PHE AL, X B TRIRE.
@ which: 7EiX JLZTF which peoples, which f{3 the Germanic, R %
F¥ & the Germanic, H & peoples, BE 3k, % 2R A AHE F which, R§EH whom,
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took place from the North-East,that® of the Danes,and the
whole North-Eastern half of England became for a long time
Danish territory. Finally, and even more important, there
came the great Norman invasion®. The Normans were
“North-men”,and like the Danes had come originally from
Scandinavia in the North-East; but they had settled in part
of Northern France, still known as Normandy,and adopted
the French language. In the year 1066 ,Duke William of Nor-
mandy claimed the English throne,and after defeating and
killing the Saxon king Harold at the Battle of Hastings, he
went on to conquer the whole country, and to merit the
name of ® William the Conqueror. He was crowned William I
of England,and the present Queen is one of his descendants.
The Saxons became a subject® people, and all the most im-
portant noblemen were Normans. English was the language
of the common people and Norman French was the language
of the aristocracy sincluding the King and his court. Even to-
day,many French expressions occur in traditional ceremonial
language, and a few English people feel proud if they can
‘prove that their ancestors were Normans. Eventually, how-
ever, the speech of the common people prevailed,and the use
of French died out:but the common people had already ab-
sorbed some of it,and many everyday expressions in English
have a French origin.

There has never been another invasion of Britain in the

@ that{REJIE B invasion, F¥ B invasion B F L5,

@ there came the great Norman invasion : X 2 — ¥ 4], 31 id came 7£
E & invasion Z#f, %4 there,here,now, then H & FI A G IBF —BRE %,

@ and to merit the name of.. . : FEFE B+ 5.

@ subject. ERH,BEAEEMN yivﬁﬂﬁ,
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900 years since William the Conqueror,so that all the vari-
ous elements have had time to settle down and form one peo-
ple. As a whole,the British are proud of their diversity,and
like to think that it has given them a diversity of qualities
which has turned out to their advantage®.

The country they live in,that is,the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, has an area of about
93,000 square miles. This is remarkably small when you
consider its population and its importance in world affairs.

The population of the United Kingdom is about
55,500,000. It is a very large population for such a small
area, and yet it is very unevenly distributed. About
8,000,000 people are crowded into the London area alone,
and most of the rest live in a few densely populated industri-
al areas. On the other hand,there are some quite large tracts
of barren, hilly country, especially in Northern Scotland,
which are almost uninhabited. The reason for this uneven-
ness is that Britain is mainly an industrial country,and most
of the people live in large towns. Apart from London,there
are two towns containing over a million people each (Birm-
ingham and Glasgow) ,four with half-a-million or more,and
over forty others with more than a hundred thousand people
each.

(D which has turned out to their advantage; which B‘]?ﬁﬁﬁ]% diversity,
has turned out, (Z55)AE M . to their advantage , 51 T(EE N FFIHE.
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2. The Weather

“Other countries have a climate;in England we have
weather. ” This Statement ,often made by Englishmen to de-
scribe the peculiar meteorological conditions of their coun-
try,is both revealing®and true. It is revealing because in it®
we see the Englishman insisting once again that what hap-
pens in Englahd is not the same as what happens elsewhere;
its truth® can be ascertained by any foreigner who stays in
the country for longer than a few days.

In no country other than England,it has been said,can
one experience four seasons in the course of a single day!®
Day may break as a balmy spring morning ;an hour or so lat-
er black clouds may have appeared from nowhere® and the
rain may be pouring down. At midday conditions may be re-

® revealing: REEHLFHE., XRE A,

® init:it 5 this statement,

@ its truthGX— B E L) A H it $#5_F 30 “what happens. . . else-
where”(EXEERENHHMHEMA FEENBERA—BOXFE S, its HHEHHF
i,

@ In no country other than England, it has been said, can one experi-
ence...day: AR AEEREEANAEE -~ RZFEHAFHHEL, &
#F1: (no. .. other than: A% ; (2)it has been said: F AL, BB, HAE: (3)can
one experience: 1§25 1 can BT £ one 2T, ﬁ”ﬁﬁfﬁlﬁ, XRATHEH
% Z18 In no country,

® from nowhere . A HI M JLs B #h . nowhere %X LB 417, from W E
.
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ally wintry with the temperature down by® about eight de-
grees or more centigrade. And then,in the late afternoon the
sky will clear,the sun will begin to shine,and for an hour or
two before darkness falls,it will be summer.
. In England one can experience almost every kind of
weather except the most extreme. (Some foreigners,inciden-
tally,seem to be under the impression® that for ten months
of the year the country is covered by a dense blanket of fog;
this is not true.) The snag is that® we never can be sure
when the different types of weather will occur®. Not only do
we get several different sorts of weather in one day,but we
may very well get a spell of winter in summer and vice-ver-
sa. ® '
This uncertainty about the weather has had a definite
effect upon the Englishman’s character;it tends to make
him cautious,for example. The foreigner may laugh when he
sees the Englishman setting forth on a brilliantly sunny
morning wearing a raincoat a‘nd© carrying an umbrella, but

@® with the temperature down by. . . ZﬁE"FF% ------ o XA EIE S T “with
the temperature going down”,by FFLMEIE R T RS,

@ secem to be under the impression il LA X AR R ;LUFE AR,

@ The snag is that. .. ;[ (K EME)FET -+, snag —BEBRRIFHR
RE G H A R,

@ we never can be sure. .. occur:iX )|, when 3| RN A H Y FEENS,
be sure B FIAE %4 T R 4 8hiAl .

® Not only... vice-versa: B IANE—- KLY T BRI ALMHARK KX, T
HETHEEEXRBE —-BEARXNES, KERX LK, ELXXERN -BERHER
o (OB TEHEEE LK not only FEHH BT LA FIHEE, 8 we Z 0
s ghiA do. (2)may very well . ZEX JLE“BIEE"HKER . (3a spell: —KF,
(Dvice-versa FUAR TiF  AEXIF PO LB A , HiA X R Rt —H".

and ; %3 wearing fll carrying WA 4E . XH A iEREIER KT
BEHHRIE.
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he may well regret® his laughter later in the day! The Eng-
lish weather has also helped to make the Englishman adapt-
able. Tt has been said that one of the reasons why the Eng-
lish colonized so much of the world was that, whatever the
weather conditions. they met abroad,they had already expe-
rienced something like them at home!

And, of course,the weather”s variety provides a con-
stant topic of conversation. Even the most taciturn of Eng-
lishmen® is always prepared to discuss the weather. And,
though he sometimes complains bitterly of it,;he would not,
even if he could,exchange it for the more predictable climate
of other lands®.

@ he may well regret. i fR FTEE B 54 .

® the most taciturn of Englishmen:; 3E A PR ITRET M A, taciturn
R_IGAHA,

@ he would not,...other lands . ) (H 8B4 , U AL BB € © Hil K bl
77 BT LA B S . BT B would 1 could MR R FZBIFESWHHA., £
H) ) would R BIE LB RIFEBAAFH could 7R #B, EXF A fE LR —
BRI, REAESLEL. '
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