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Preface

In October 1992 the International Symposium on Central Asia
Studies in the 20th Century and the legacy of Sven Hedin was
convened at Urumgqi. The conference was co — sponsored by
Research Centre for China’s Borderland History and Geogra-
phy of Chinese Academy of Social Science, Xinjiang Research
Union for the Art of China’ s Western Region, Sven Hedin
Foundation and the National Ethnographic Museumn of
Sweden. The were 70 scholars from China, Sweden, U. K,
America, Japan and New Zealand participated the symposium.
During the meeting the scholars both from China and abroad
presented altogether five books, fifty — eight dissertations, one

translated book and two books of reference material.

The purpose of this symposium is that from various fields,
such as  history, archaeology, language, philology,
ethnography, social history, geography, geology and natural
science, review and evaluate the course of development and the
achieved level of the Central Asia Studies since the 20th
century, including the cooperation experiences, scientific suc-
cess and the heritage of Sven Hedin of achieved by the team of
Sino— Swedish Expedition to the North Western provinces of
China during the period of 1927 — 1935. During the symposium
from October 3 to October 6, the scholars from both China and
abroad had the in — depth discussion on Central Asia’s history,
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geology, ethnography, society, philology, culture archaeology
and the investigation and academic heritage of 19th to 20th
century of Central, in addition to that, they also broadly ex-
changed the views on the current situation and prospect of the
research on history and archaeology of Xinjiang done by foreign
and Chinese scholars since the 20th century. Scholars generally
believe that by facing 21st century, it is their common respon-
sibility to carry the investigation and research on Central Asia

to a new stage.

The academic adventure was conducted from October 8 to Oc-
tober 27 after the symposium. The international investigation
time of 20th century Central Asia Studies which consists of
twenty ~ four Chinese and nine foreign scholars departed from
Urumqi, passed Korla, Kucha, Bai, Aksu, got through
Khotan River (camped in Khotan River for four days) and then
reached Khotan are later on they moved forward along the
southern border of Taklimakan Dessert, passed Qira,
Minfeng, Qiemo, Ruogiang, Korla, Heijing and returned to
Urumgi, which lasted 20 days and covered the distance of 5,
000 kilometres. Along the trip, the delegation investigated ru-
in of Subashi, Qizilgaha, Old ruin Kucha Kingdom, Qiz!
Thousand — Buddha Caves, ruin of Mazar Tagh Castle, ruin
of Kumara mountain, ruin of Yotkan, Mailik awat, Rawak
Pogoda Ruin, Asa Old Castle, Miran Ruin, etc. The adven-
ture witnessed the manifoldness of historic and cultural her-
itages of various minority groups of Xinjiang, realized the
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hardship of investigating in desert lands, further aroused the
responsibility and enthusiasm of deepening the research of

Central Aisa’s history and culture.

The compilation and publication of the submitted dissertation
is the inevitable continuation of the symposium. Therefore, we
edited, categorized and compiled the thesis of the meeting. In
the process of compilation, we received the warm support from
scholars, who either revised earnestly or supplemented the new
work. This book is the selection from fifty — eight articles,
which are grouped into three parts: 1. Investigation and its
appraisal of academic heritage of Central Asia in 19 ~ 20
century. 2. Historic research on central history. 3. Archaeolo-
gy and cultural research on Cental Asia. Given to the policy of
initiative publishing of the dissertation and limiting the length
of the article, and also because some scholars either provided
only the summary or made only oral report instead of written
one, we regret for not being able to put every article relates to

this symposium into the book.

All the dissertations selected in this book are very specialized
academic articles. The academic circle already had contentions
in the past regarding some specific questions and the partici-
pants shared a different view on them, which just proved that
the above — mentioned questions need further research. In line
with the principle of respecting the research fruit of scholars
and taking responsibility of his own articles, we did not change
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any points of any articles in the compilation of the book.

The high academic grade of the dissertations submitted by par-
ticipants is the foundation of the compilation of the book; and
the active co ~ operation spirit is the guarantee of smoothly
compiled the book. At the time of the completion, we recall
with pleasure the great teamwork and when we look ahead, we

strongly with the co— operation could be broaden every day.

The symposium, adventure and the publication of this com-
piled articles received the sponsorship from the following

organisation;

— Swedish Council for the Research in the Humanities and So-
cial Sciences
~ The Royal Academy of Letters History and Antiquities
— The Royal Academy of Sciences
— Swedish Institute
— The Magnus Bergvall Foundation
— The Marianne and marcus Wallenberg Foundation
~ Konung Gustav VI Adolf Fond for Svensk Kultur
- Langmanska Kulturfonden
— The Sven and Dagmar Sahlen Foundation
— Stockholm university
— Swedish Embassy, Beijing
— The National Museum of Ethnography, Stockholm
— Hagglunds
4



- Svenska Handelsbanken
— Research Centre for China’s Borderland History & Geogra-

phy Studies Chinese Academy of Social Science

At the time of the formal publication of this book, we would
like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the support of the
Swedish Embassy during the symposium, adventure and com-
pilation of the books and also to the support of Xinjiang
People’s Publishing House for its strong sense of responsibility

to push forward the academic research.
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