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Lesson 1

The Honest Pickpocket

Bob is a thief. He is a professional pickpocket. A pickpocket steals from people’s bags and
pockets so quickly that the people don’ notice. ® But Bob is an honest pickpocket. He always gives
back everything he steals. ® ' '

Bob works on stage in night clubs and theatres in America and Britain. He can take people’s
‘watches and wallets. He can even take their clothes. The owners don’t realise what is happening
until Bob shows them their belongings. ® In the 1960s Bob, who is Swedish, was a photographer.
Some of his pictures at that time show small children stealing from American soldier. Bob was
very interested in their clever methods of pickpocketing. Later, as he travelled arocund the world,
he studied the pickpockets of each country and he talked to policeme‘n. Now, he knows a lot about
pickpockets’ methods in many different countries. According to Bob, big cities are the best places
for pickpockets—but the worst places for their victims. ® Next time you take your camera when
you go sightseeing, be careful, especially if you carry it over your shoulder. A pickpocket can cut
through the straps with a sharp knife or a razor. And be careful, too, of the “third arm” trick.
a pickpocket, pretending to be a tourist, carries a map in one hand. ® His other arm is at his side;
the hand is empty. He is wearing an ordinary“jacket——so he looks completely normal. But the other
arm is false. His real arm is hidden inside the front of his jacket. “Excuse me, ”he says to a passer-
by. “Can you help me find the museum?” He shows the map to the passer-by and they both look
at it. The thief’s real hand comes out of the front of the jacket The passer-by can’ see it because
now the map is hiding it. And the real hand can steal from the victim’ handbag and pocket.

Sometimes two or three pickpockets work together. For example, you are walking down the
street one afternoon. Two people walking together in front of you suddenly stop and bend over.
You almost fall over them. A third pickpocket, who is behind you takes advantage of the confu-
sion. He steals your wallet from the back pocket of your trousers.

How can we keep our cameras, our traveller’ cheques and our wallets when pickpockets are in
every city 7Bob says that when walking along a street we must always look as though we are going
somewhere. ®“Don’t walk slowly, looking in shop windows. #ays Bob. “I always carry my money

in a bag with the strap round my wrists. No one ever tries to steal from me.”

New Words

professional a. HVILHY belonging ». (WHE) FEY
pickpocket n. F Swedish n. Hfft A

notice v. HEX photographer n. #HEH
night club HE£& ' ' method  n. i

wallet n. FEF victim n. HEE

realise v. FiRE especially adv. F5[Hh




~sharp a. &FHY for example #0

razor »n. $J7J] bend v. ZE

pretend wv. B3 fall » H{T

empty a. M advantage n. FHHZHE
ordinary a. FiHM take advantage of FIFHF R &
passer-by n. ITEEA confusion 7. BEL

museum 2. TEIE trousers n. T

hide . F&jK cheque n. ¥ X

‘handbag »n. FiEf wrist n. F

together ad. —& '

Notes

(DA pickpocket steals from people’s bags and pockets so quickly that people don’t notice.
—AMYFAAYEEMOSERAE, HEMLZREAGERT.
B4 HH so--that 454y, BER: “Wngs------UBF”.
®@He always gives back everything he steals.
fib SR A (B 4t BT fa 4 — 4.
B4] he steals BE1EMNA], B everything,
(®The owners don’t realise what is happening until Bob shows them thelr belongings.
%unﬁﬁ)\ﬁ?‘]ﬁﬂ%ﬁtf&ﬂ]tﬁﬂﬂf%%ﬂ’lfﬁ A BEHBBT R A A B
K]t not---until —ET B “E B A,
(®big cities are the best places for pickpocket—but the worst places for their victims.
KT RINFHBELRL, WEZEEZRMENTT.
XA but WA EETIR big cities,
.®a pickpocket, pretending to be a tourist, carries a map in one hand
— N FREREE, —RFEHEHA,
pretending to be a tourist, RIS FIEE . HH4HE %cameso

®Bob says that when walking along a street we must always look as though we are going some-

where. o .
’ sishiES LA e, RIOWFE LERBELRKL.
X B look as though (EER “BEREMMH”.
Lesson 2

The Lion and the Mouse -

‘One day a lion ate a big dinner, then he fell asleep. A little mouse went out to find somethmg

to eat. He ran into a lion. @ The lion woke up. He was very angry. He caught the mouse and would

not let him go.

“How dare you wake me up!{” the lion said. “I shall kill you for that. ”



The mouse was very afraid now. “Please, please let me go. Mr. Lion. ” he cried. “I did not
mean to wake you up. ® Do not kill me. Perhaps one day I shall be able to help you. ”

“What?” said the lion. “How could a little mouse help a big lion?” The lion laughed. He
thought this was very funny.

“All right, mouse”, he said. “Run away. But next time you must be careful. ”

“Thank you,” the mouse said. “You are very kind. ” Then he ran away.

One day some hunters put a net in the forest and the lion was caught in the net. He tried hard
to get free. But he could not.

That day the mouse was again looking for something to eat. He saw the lion under a tree. He
was tied in a net. He could not move.

The mouse said to the lion, “I’l] help you. ” The mouse had sharp little teeth. He worked very
hard. Soon he made a small hole. He bit and bit. The small hole in the net became a big one. The
lion could move a bit now. The mouse went on biting. ® He bit and bit and bit. Soon the lion was
able to stand up. He was free now.

“Thank you” the lion said. “Thank you very much. ”

New Words
mouse n. FZR perhaps ad. X#E, siF
wake up EE3E hunter =n. A
dare ». B net =n. M
mean v. HHER . bite wv. W
Notes

(DHe ran into a lion.
R THF.
f]¥ run into B “HEH”.
@1 did not mean to wake you up.
BARAEFEEH.
A4 mean to do EHE “HEM----".
@ The mouse went on biting.
2 W,
%] went on BJJRJERR go on, BER . “4k4E”,

Lesson 3

The Invitation

Khalil® hurried home from his vineyard as fast as his legs would carry him. ® He had been in-
vited to a banquet at the mansion of Ahmed,® the merchant, -and he didn’t want to be late. ®
“Your bath is ready!” called his wife, as Khalil ran toward the house.



“Thank you,” he replied, “but there’s no time for a bath! I’m almost late now!”

“Then at least change your clothes. Everything is ready for you.”

“T'll have to go the way I am, my dear,” he said. “And I must go now. The invitation said
that the feast would begin at sundown. ® Look! The sun is almost behind the mountain now. Bri-
die my donkey, please, and I'll be on my way. ” '

“I hope you won’t be sorry, Khalil, my husband, ”she said as she brought the dankey to him,
“T’m sure all the people at the rich man’s house+--. ” ’

“Sorry?” Khalil interrupted. “Sorry for what? Ahmed and his friends know that T work hard
in the fields from dawn to dusk. Surely they will not accept or reject me because of my dress. @
They are sensible people. ” As the farmer spoke., he looked at his dusty attire. Then, gesturing
with his hands, he said, “This is honest dirt. They know that. In fact, maybe they will admire
me for being a hard worker. ” ‘

“Perhaps,” said his wife softly, “perhaps.” But her look showed that she didn’t agree with
her husband. Khalil was too busy mounting his donkey to notice. ® With a wave of his hand and
a kick of his foot, he was off, down the road.-

When the farmer arrived at the rich man’s house, he walked in confidently and mingled with
the guests. ® As he spoke, however, no one listened. He soon thought he was speaking to their
backs rather than to their faces.

Then Ahmed himself came into the room where the guests were and invited them into the
banquet hall. Kahlil greeted the host by name. But Ahmed only frowned, acting as though he
didn’t know him.

Khalil watched the other guests enter the hall. They were all clean and wearing their best. Fi-
nally, he stood alone near the door. Then, he looked at his hands, which still carried some of the
dirt from the fields, and surveyed once more his dirty clothes. Instead of entering the hall, he qui-
etly steped out into the night, mounted his donkey, and rode home.

“The bath, Fatima,® is it still ready?” asked Kahlil as he burst into the house. “Bring me
soap, my good shoes, my best turban and, of course, my new coat}”

Fatima hustled to help him, saying not a word about his return. Soon she sent out a better-
dressed Kahlil than she had seen in years.

Khalil swaggered back to the rich man’s house. As he entered, the servants bowed and others
nodded their heads and smiled. Someone then ushered him to one of the highest tables. When he
sat down, those ardund him spoke freely with him and asked him questions. ®

While Khalil answered, he heaped his plate with the best things on the table. Then he stood
up, smiled, gestured, and cleared his throat as though he were going to give a speech.

When the neatly dressed farmer had the attention of all the people in the hall, he opened his
coat. Then, to the surprise of everyone, Khalil started to stuff the food from his plate into the
inside pockets of the coat.

* “Fat, coat] Eat]” said Khalil. In went a slice of meat, a piece of bread, a pickle and a fig.
“Eat, coat! Eat1” he.said again, as he jammed more into his coat pockets. The guests looked on

in amazement, but no one said a word.
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Finally, Ahmed, the host, approached him, “Khalil, my good friend,” he said, “what is

the meaning of your actions?”

“Does it seem strange to you,sir, that T am feeding my coat?I don’t think it should. For when

I came here a little while ago in my work clothes, no one would so much as look at me, including

you. Then,when I came back with my best coat on, you and everyone greeted me and nothing was

too good for me. I can only conclude that you invited my clothes, not me)” Then he scooped some

more food into his coat as he said again, “Eat, coat! Eat]”
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amazement

(@Khalil hurried home from his vineyard as fast as his legs would carry him.
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as fast as his legs would carry him BEE “Riuug.”

@ Ahmed
X (MARAAR).

@®He had been invited to a banquet at the mansion of Ahmed; the merchant, and he didn’t want

to be late.
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®The invitation said that the feast would begin at sundown.
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“that” 3| SHRRBENA.

®*“Surely they will not accept or reject me because of my dress”.
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@Khalil was too busy mounting hjs donkey to notice.
mABAATTHE LR T, BRERIIXE,
too-=-to BEEEL “Hceeroes ABUREG "

®he walked in confidently and mingled with the guests.
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@Fatima
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({Othose around him spoke freely with him and asked him questions.
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Lesson 4

The Tip

Ben sees a littie Ttalian restaurant down a couple of steps ;@ and we stop to look at the menu
in the window. The special for the day is lasagna,® and Ben says, “Boy, that’s for me!”

We ’go“ih"si‘de, wh—ﬁ’é"l.fi‘hge; the dollar in my pocket and do some fast mental arithmetic.
Lasagna is a dollar, so that’s out, but I see spaghetti and meatballs is seventy-five cents, so that
will still leave me bus fare home.

A waiter rushes up, wearing a white napkin over his arm like a banner, and takes our order.
He returns in a moment with a shiny clean white linen tablecloth and a basket of fresh Italian
bread and rolls. On a third trip he brings enough chilled butter for a family and asks if we want
coffee with lunch or later. Later we say.

“Man, this is living!” says Ben as he moves in on the bread. ®

“He treats us just like people. ”

Pretty soon the waiter is back with our lasagna and spaghetu, and he swirls around the table
as if he were dancing. ®

“ Anything else now?® Mind the hot plates, very hot ! Have a good lunch now. I bring the cof-
fee later.”

He swirls away, the napkin over his arm making a little breeze, and circles another table. It’s



a small room, and there are only four tables eating, but he seems to enjoy acting like he was serv-
ir;g royalty. ® When we’re just finished eating, he comes back with a pot of steaming coffee and a
pitcher of real cream.

I'm dolloping the cream in, and it floats, when a thought hits me; We got to leave a tip for
this waiter. '

I whisper to Ben, “Hey, how much money you got?” He reaches in his pocket and fishes out
a buck, a dime, and a quarter. We study them. Figure coffees for a dime each, and the total check
ought to be $1.95. We’ve got $ 2. 35 between us. We can still squeak through with bus fare if
we only leave the waiter a dime, which is pretty. cheap. @

At that moment he comes back and refills our coffee cups and asks what we will have for
dessert. 3

“Uh, nothing, nothing at all,” I say.

»

“Couldn’t eat another thing,” says Ben.

So the waiter brings the check and along with it a plate of homemade cookies. He says, “My
wife made. On the house.”

Weboth thank him, and I look at Ben and he looks at me. I put down my dollar and he puts
down a dollar and a quarter.

»

“Thank you, gentlemen, thank you. Come again,” says the waiter.

We walk into the street, and Ben spins the lone remaining dime in the sun. I say, “Heads or
tail p7®

“Hun? Heads.”

It come up heads, so Ben keeps his own dime. He says, “We could have hung onto enough
for one bus fare, but that’s no use. ”®

“No use at all. Specially if it was yours.”®"

We walk, threading across Manhattan and downtown. I guess it’s thirty or forty blocks, but

after a good lunch it doesn’t seem too far.
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