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ere are ways to avoid trouble when the other guy thinks he
owns the road.
OFF-PUTY California Highway Patrol Officer Fidel
Aleman flashed his headlights in frustration at a pickup-
truck driver' who cut him off on a freeway one July evening. The
truck driver then tailed the officer's car with his high beams on until
Aleman pulled off the road.

As the 33-year-old officer got out of his car, the truck driver
thrust a shotgun out the passenger side of his vehicle and bégan
firing, fatally wounding Aleman. The truck driver then sped away.

“This is an example of why every motorist should be more
patient out on the road,” Rhett S. Price, a police public-affairs
officer said after the incident. “The streets are very dangerous,
even for professionals. ”

Julie Candler, an automotive writer, once tried to pull into a
turnaround and found herself blocked, halfway in, by the car
ahead. She tapped her horn gently to get the driver to move up a
little. “_Iv guess that enraged the guy,” she says, “because his
response was to shift into reverse and bang into my car. Then he
yelled something rude and sped off. ”

Hostile, aggressive drivers are a growing problem on our
. highways. They make their presence known by speeding,
tailgating , flashing headlights, cutting off other drivers and making
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