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Unit One

Text

A young man finds that strolling along the streets
without an obvious purpose can lead to trouble with the
law. One misunderstanding leads to another until
eventually he must appear in court for trial. . .

A BRUSH WITH THE LAW

I have only once been in trouble with the law. The whole process of
being arrested and taken to court was a rather unpleasant experience at the
time, but it makes a good story now. What makes it rather disturbing was
the arbitrary circumstances both of my arrest and my glh?ga‘;\%lt_ fate in
court.

It happened in February about twelve years ago. I had left school a
couple of months before that and was not due to go to university until the
following October. I was still living at eme at the time.

One moring I was in Richmond, a.su’ourb of London near where I
lived. I was looking for a temporary job so that I could save up some money
to go travelling. As it was a fine day and I was in no hurry, I was taking
my time, looking in shop windows, strolling in the park, and sometimes
just stopping and looking around me. It must have been this obvious aim-
lessness that led to my downfall.

It was about half past eleven when it happened. I was just walking out
of the local library, having unsuccessfully sought employment there, when
I saw a man walking across the road with the obvious intention of talking to
me. [ thought he was going to ask me the time. Instead, he said he was a
police officer and he was arresting me. At first I thought it was some kind
of joke. But then another policeman appeared, this time in uniform, and I
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was left in no doubt.

‘But what for?’ I asked.

‘Wandering with intent to commit an arrestable offence, " he said.

‘What offence?’ I asked.

‘Theft, ’ he said.

‘Theft of what?’ I asked.

‘Milk bottles, ’ he said, and with a perfectly straight face too!

‘Oh, ’ I said.

It turned out there had been a lot of petty thefts in the area, particu-
larly that of stealing milk bottles from doorsteps.

Then [ made my big mistake. At the time I was nineteen, had long
untidy hair, and regarded myself as part of the sixties’ ‘ youth countercul-
ture’. As a result, I wanted to appear cool and unconcerned with the inci-
dent, so I said, ‘How long have you been following me?’ in the most
casual and conversational tone I could manage. I thus appeared to them to
be quite familiar with this sort of situation, and it confirmed them in their
belief that I was a thoroughly disreputable character.

A few minutes later a police car arrived.

“Get in the back, ’ they said. ‘Put your hands on the back of the front
seat and don’t move them.’

They got in on either side of me. It wasn’t funny any more.

At the police station they questioned me for several hours. I continued
to try to look worldly and au faiwwith the situation. When they asked me
what I had been doing, I told them I'd been looking for a job. ‘Aha,’ I
could see them thinking, ‘unemployed’.

Eventually, 1 was officially charged and told to report to Richmond
Magistrates’ Court the following Monday. Then they let me go.

I wanted to conduct my own defence in court, but as soon as my father
found out what had happened, he hired a very good solicitor. We went
along that Monday armed with all kinds of witnesses, including my English
teacher from school as a character witness. But he was never called on to
give evidence. My ‘trial’ didn’t get that far. The magistrate dismissed the
case after fifteen minutes. I was free. The poor police had never stood a
chance. The solicitor even succeeded in getting costs awarded against the
police.




And so I do not have a criminal record. But what was most shocking at
the time was the things my release from the charge so clearly depended on.
I had the ‘right’ accent, respectable middle-class parents in court, reliable
witnesses, and I could obviously afford a very good solicitor. Given the ob-
scure nature of the charge, I feel sure that if I had come from a different 60
background, and had really been unemployed, there is every chance that I
would have been found guilty. While asking for costs to be awarded, my
solicitor’s case quite obviously revolved around the fact that I had a ‘bril-
liant academic record” .

Meanwhile, just outside the courtroom, one of the policemen who had 65
arrested me was gloomily complaining to my mother that another youngster
had been turned against the police. ‘ You could have been a bit more helpful
when we arrested you, ’ he said to me reproachfully.

What did he mean? Presumably that I should have looked outraged and
said something like, ‘Look here, do you know who you're talking to? I am 70
a highly successful student with a brilliant academic record. How dare you
arrest me!’ Then they, presumably, would have apologized, perhaps even

taken off their caps, and let me on my way.

New Words

brush 7. brief fight or encounter ZMHZE ; 7]N 8 fis

process /'prouses/ n. course; method, esp.one used in manufacture &f
a2 wER

court /kot/ n. HhEE

arbitrary /abitreri/ a. based on one’s own opinion only, not on reason
EEK, KB

circumstance /'so’komstons/ n. (usu. pl. ) conditions, facts, etc. connected
with an event or person 1L, ¥ 3%

subsequent /‘sabsikwant/ a. following, later BE/GH, B2 T XK

fate n. what will happen or happened to sb. or sth. ¥
iz

due /djuy/ a. expected ; supposed (to) AR ; AEN ; BIHAK

temporary /‘temparari/ a. lasting only for a limited time ¥ B i)

stroll /stroul/ wi. walk at leisure #(# , IR #E




obvious /'obvjss/ a.

downfall #. -

employment /imploiment/ 7.
wander /‘wonda/ wvi.

commit vz.

arrestable /orestobl/ a.
offence /sfens/ (AmE offense)
n.

straight face

petty /'peti/ a.
doorstep 7.
regard /riga:d/ vt.

counterculture /'kauntakalt o/
n.

unconcerned a.

casual /'keesjusl/ a.

conversational / konvaseifonl/ a.

confirm /kanfom/ wt.

belief /bili:f/ n.

thoroughly /9aroli/ ad.
thorough a.

disreputable/disrepjutebl/ a.

worldly a.

au fait /oufel/ a.

aha /a’hay/ int.

magistrate /'maedgistreit/ 7.

conduct /kondakt/ .

defence /difens/ (AmE defense)

n.

easily seen or understood; clear Bi B #, BT %
S|

ruin B 5 ;T %

one’s regular work or occupation; job BRMV ; T4E

move about without a purpose W% ; B iF

do (sth. wrong, bad, or unlawful) + (3FE),
B (iR .5)

deserving to be arrested

crime; the hurting of feelings; something un-
pleasant 847 ; B8 ; AR 3

a face or expression that shows no emotion, hu-
mor, or thought #RE K&

small; unimportant /N# ; A B 1H B

a step_in front of a door

consider in the stated way 8- B fE; 8- AN
(as)

a culture, esp. of the young who oppose the tra-
ditional standards and customs of their society
R ERIAL

not worried; untroubled; indifferent JC4E B8 &9 ;
R

careless; informal @A E.L 0, BEE K

of or commonly used in talking 2% (F )&

make certain; support iE3E, B € ; #iA

something believed; trust #{5 ;15 &; 5P

completely;in every way 5821, $1Ji b

having or showing a bad character; having a bad
name 75 % JR#E

experienced in the ways of society & F & &

(F) familiar B K ; @K

a cry of surprise, satisfaction, etc. FIH!

civil officer acting as a judge in the lowest courts
WHBEE

direct the course of; manage &3 ; £ #; 51 %;
B

the act of defending in court the person who has
been charged #f#
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solicitor /salisita/ n.

witness /‘witnis/ n.
trial /traiol/ n.
dismiss /dismis/ vt.

cost n.

award /owad/ vt.

. accent /‘=eksant/ n.

respectable /rispektabl/ a.
reliable /rilaiobl/ a.

given prep. J

obscure /abskjua/ a.
guilty /'gilti/ a.

revolve /ri'volv/ v.
brilliant /briljont/ a.

courtroom 7.

meanwhile /mi:n(h)wail/ ad.
gloomily /glumili/ ad.
complain /ksm’plein/ vi.

complaint /kom'pleint/ n.
reproachfully /ripreutffuli/ ad.
presumably /prizjummebli/ ad.
outrage /'autreid3z/ ut.

(esp. in Britain) lawyer who advises clients on
legal matters and speaks on their behalf in
lower courts (F]4%) RIF

a person who gives evidence in a court of law;

sth. serving as evidence or proof iEA ; JE#E

“the act or fact of examining and deciding a civil

or criminal case by a law court B ¥

(of a judge) stop (a court case) B [E, Xf---AF
ZH

(pl. )the cost of having a matter settled in a law
court. esp. that paid to the winning party by
the losing party VFi2 %%

give by a decision in a court of law; give or grant

- by an official decision ¥{45;1#% T

way of speaking typical of the natives or resi-
dents of a region, or of any other group H# ;
g .

deserving respect {E3 B H{ /Y

that may be relied or depended upon RJ $EBY, 7]
EL: gy

taking into account; if allowed or provided with
ZR3;BE

not clearly seen or understood B A ; b5 I )

having broken a law; showing or feeling that one
has done wrong H JE &7 ; K

(cause to) go round in a circle () FE¥

causing great admiration or satisfaction; splendid
MESR I R

a room where a law court is held # ¥| =

during the same period of time [&]Rf

depressedly, dejectedly tR#ERH:, TH 13!

speak in an unhappy, annoyed, dissatisfied way
b

A
probably

arouse anger or resentment by injury or insult 5|

FERl A
— 5 —



successful a.

apologize /opoladzaiz/ vi.
apology /opoled3zi/ 7.

take sb. to court
a couple of

save up
take one’s time
at first

turn out

call on

stand a chance

revolve around
turn against

Richmond /'ritfmand/

Richmond Magistrates’ Court

having done what one has tried to do; having

gained a high position in life, one’s job, etc.
BRENHS A BB K
say one is sorry B #, # J¢

Phrases & Expressions

start an action in law against sb. X% A#HIFiL

(informal)a small number of, a few, usually two 7
B, L) s —xF

keep for future use; put money away in the form of sav-
ings f& &

dosth. in a leisurely manner; not hurry 18183, A &
2

at the beginning %%

prove to be &5 ;iE 8 &

ask (sb.) to do sth. esp. formally B3k

have an opportunity; be likely to do or get sth. HHl4,
AAE

have as a center or majn subject

(cause to) oppose, be hostile to

Proper Names

B4W (EEBAE)
B 5 B

Notes

1. This text is taken from Penguin Adwanced Writing Skills compiled by James

O’Driscoll.

2. and was not due to go to university until the following October:
In Britain the university terms are: October — December; January — March; April

— June.

3. stealing milk bottles from doorsteps:

In Britain, milk is delivered to houses in bottles every morning.

4. the sixties’ ‘youth counterculture’ :

_6_.



The word ‘counterculture’ was coined in the 1960’s for the attitude and life style
of many young Western people who rejected conventional social values and de-
manded more personal freedom. Unable to find a more constructive way of strug-
gling against the existing state of affairs in their society, they indulged themselves
in sex, drugs, alcohol and rock music, and took great pride in wearing long hair
and unusual clothes. The counterculture declined in the late 1970’s.

5. a character witness:
a person who gives evidence in a court of law about another person’s reputation,
conduct and moral qualities

6. getting costs awarded against the police:
getting the magistrate to make the decision that the legal expenses of the case
should be paid by the police

7. While asking for cests to be awarded, my solicitor’s case quite obviously revolved
around. .. :
While my solicitor’ s case asked for costs to be awarded, it quite obviously revolved
around. . .

8. Presumably that I should have looked outraged...:
Presumably he meant that I should have looked outraged. . .

Study & Practice

r N
Words to Drill

apologize arbitrary award casual
circumstance comimit complain conduct
confirm dismiss due given
guilty meanwhile obvious process
regard : reliable respectable revolve
subsequent temporary wander

. it J

Reading Aloud and Memorizing
I . Read the following passage and learn it by heart, paying special attention to into-
nation:
And so I do not have a criminal | record. But what was most shocking at
— 7 —




