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Preface

The book.China’'s Light Industry and Its Products jor Export, edited by the China Na-
tional Light Industry Association and published by the China Prospect Publishing House
now comes off the press. This is good news to us and to our readers.

China’s Light Industry and Its Products for Export, a Chinese and English bilingual
reference book, has gathered China’s more than 300 most accredited light industrial en-
terprises and laid them out in a classified way. Each entry includes not only such back-
ground data as name, address, telephone number, name of the director and number of
employees but also names of its major products, their models, specifications, characteris-
tics, functions and their marketabilities both at home and abroad. This book, we ho4dpe,
would help strengthen the economic ties between enterprises throughout the country
and the co—operation and exchanges between China’s light industry and its foreign coun-
terparts. Our readers will find this book a big boon as it provides information on produc-
tion and market and helps establish producer—consumer refations.

Light industry is the pillar of China’s economy. It provides the Chinese people with
plenty of consumer goods. In particular, its brand—name products and hotselling com-
modities have been playing an important role in invigorating the domestic market, ma—
king foreign exchange, increasing financial income, accumulating funds for construction
and promoting employment. Since the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949,
China’s light industry has grown rapidly to become a powerful sector of its national
economy. Under the mininstry of Light Industry, nationwide there are more than 70,000
enterprises employing more than 12 million people. Last year, the industry produced more
than 186 billion yuan in ouput value and delivered to the state more than 42 billion yuan
in taxes and profits. With tobacco and cigarettes excluded, the industry turned out more
than 165.6 billion yuan in output value, delivered to the state more than 25 billion yuan in
taxes and profits and earned more than US $ 6 billion in foreign exchange. As a powerful
sector, light industry is playing an increasingly important role in the national economy.
The continued growth of the national economy and the continued improvement in the
people’s material and cultural hivelihood place an ever—mounting demand on light indus-
try, which has to develop at a still higher speed and yield better economic returns. We will
strive to upgrade our products and increase varieties to satisfy the people’s needs and
thrust more and better products into the international market. We should strive to invigo-
rate the light industry in an all~round way and raise our light industrial products to a new
level through expansion of export. This is one of the pressing tasks confronting us.

We should strive to catch up with the ever—changing market trends and produce
more and marketable light industrial products. We should take satisfying the people’s ma-
terial and cultural needs as the aim of and driving force for the expansion of socialist pro-
duction. To develop the light industry, we must make our products marketable and in
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confarmity with the market needs. In the planned commodity economy, we must pay par-
ticular attention to market investigation and forecast, and to market information so that
we can readjust the mix of our products in light of the supply and demand of the market.
We should do everything in our ability to improve the quality of our products and pack-
aging and adhere, as always, to the principle of “quality going first.” As the people’s living
standards continue to improve and competition becomes increasingly intense, the quality
of light industrial products become a vital factor determining whether an enterprise can
survive or not. In particular, export commodities will afflect the reputation of our country
if they are of poor quality. We should update our technology. actively apply international
standards, improve our measurement facilities and establish a quality control system . We
should punish those enterprises that ignore quality, produce sub—standard goods by us-
ing inferior materials. We must adhere to the principle of serving consumers
wholeheartedly and offer them good after—sale services.

We must put reform at the helm of all our endeavours. Efforts should be made to ac-
celerate and deepen the reform, invigorate our light industry and push ahead with the re-
form of management mechanism of enterprises characterized by establishing the contract
management responsibility system in accordance with the principle of supplementing,
perfecting, deepending and development. We must emancipate our minds, respect prac-
tice, support reformers, encourage explorers, help those who made mistakes or errors in
the reform, and punish those who violated laws, so as to steer our enterprises on to the
road of healthy development of being independent in management and responsible for
their economic performance.

We should put the improvement of economic returns at the centre of our work, pro-
mote scientific advancement, and modernize management so as to push ahead with pro-
duction and construction through continued scientific progress and improved labour
qualhity. This is not only the key to realizing the modernization of our country’s light indus-
try but also an important measure for our ccountry to catch up with the developed coun-
tries economically and technically. While ensuring a steady growth in economic returns,
we should seek for a highly reasonable industrial structure. We should energetically pro-
mote the development of the productive forces and the improvement of economic per-
formance by adopting correct policies and measures.

We should lose no time to implement the economic development strategy for the
coastal areas and further develop the export—oriented economy. Since most of our light
industrial enterprises are labour—intensive ones, we should make the fullest possible use
of our labour resources and take advantage of the low costs to manufacture labour— and
technology—intensive products for export by processing imported materials in the costal
areas. While materializing the economic development strategy for th coastal areas, we
should draw up an all—round programme for the development of the light industry as a
whote. For the inland areas. they should take advantage of the opportunity of devel-
oping an export—oriented economy in the coastal areas to promote the development of
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their own light industries, and, proceeding from their own conditions, to make a new step
forward in opening to the outside world.

Our country’s light industrial enterprises have established extensive economic rela-
tions among themselves. Since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central Com-
mittee, our country has introduced the policy of economic reforms and opening to the
outside world. The convening of the 13th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party
marks the further acceleration of economic reforms and opening to the outside world.
The congress has also made it clear that socialist economy is a planned commodity econ-
omy in which the state “regulates the market which, in return, gives guidance to enter-
prises,” and enterprises are given the autonomy in management and production. In addi-
tion, enterprises should develop specialized co—operation and establish horizontal alli-
ances among themselves. Under this new situation, the production and exchange rela-
tions between enterprises and the economic relations between enterprises and other
fields will become even maore active. They will become more specialized. The will ex-
change technology and managerial expertise among themselves. They will buy
materials, selfl products and offer services. Therefore, they will become much more eager
to know the market and grasp information. To meet their needs, we prepared China’s Light
Industry and Its Products for Export, which, we hope, will help promote the economic
co—operation and trade relations between China’s light industry and its foreign counter—
parts,

Jilong
Director of the China Light Industry
Association
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