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ABSTRACT

The rapid rise and development of East Asia is an
important event in the contemporary world. While the
success of the region has increasingly aroused the in-
terest of the world, people also began to ask questions
about the internal and external problems coming out
of it. Is the rise of East Asia a significant miracle or
just an accidental phenomenon?

With a vivid description, plentiful examples, and
detailed analysis, this book argues that the significance
of East Asia’s rise lies in the rapid growth of its econ-
omy. This has resulted not from the favorable interna-
tional , political, and economic situations and its in—
time catch of the right opportunities, but also its adap-
tation of scientific and rational development strategy
and economic reform. It may be stated that this is also
the fruit of East Asia’s civilization with Confucus as
its core and making—most—of—what—is¥available

as its characteristics. The civilization of East Asia has
3




cultivated the unique frugal consciousness in the orien-
tal people and awarded them with virtues of hardwork-
ing, conformity, thirst for knowledge ang enterprise-
ship, which have made them rise again in the turn of
the century.

However, nothing can be perfect. International
situation faced by East Asia has become increasingly
worse in the past years,and its intrinsic social and eco-
nomic problems have become serious. With its growth
experience and cultural foundations, East Asia may
sustain its development but smooth and rapid growth
may not be possible. It will depend upon the efforts of
both the governments and the peoples of this region to
fulfill the dream of the sustainable progress.

The rise of East Asia to the world is for sure a
historical momentum. Its significance lies in the fact
that it declares to the world that modernization does
not mean westernization , civilization could have more
than one model. Furthermore, the economic growth of
East Asia set up an example of modernization for all
the developing countries and also has restructured the
world economy, its politics and culture.

East Asia is the hope of the new century.
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