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INTRODUCTION

‘Not long ago my colleague Harry Reid, ourRegional Director for Asia,

asked me to give permissign to the China National Advertising Association
for Foreign Economic Rﬁlauon‘b«.& Trade to translate and publish my
book “Confessions of an tf\dvemsmg Man" in the People’s Republic of
China.

.I'm glad my counterparts in China feel some of my experiences,
both successful and unsuccessful, may help in the development of your
advertising industry. This shows me that the Chinese value the experience
of other people and welcore the exchange of information. That's very
appropriate, because advertising itself is a medium of information. S

I wrote this book some 28 years ago in 1962. Smcé-,t}ien the world
has changed enormously and so have the producnon techniques used
in advertising. However, the principles I set forth still HOld true.

During that time the company I founded in 1948, Ogllvy & Mather,
has grown from a small creative bouuque in New Y6tk to"one of the
world’s largest advertising agencies with: 278 pifices gn §3 countries,
including China, due to a large extent by followmg these guldelmes

Most of these advemsmg ppnqples and techniques ~ and I'm not
referring to production techniques — still work in the marketplace today.
Consumers still buy products whose advertising promlges them value-
for-money, nutrition, good taste, beauty, relief from heaﬁqches and other
ailments, and social status. This is true in countries all Gvergjae world.

However, I urge my Chinese readers not to sf&%shlv follow the
examples given in my book. While principles and. &ecﬁﬁlques may be
universal, their i mterpretatlon %md‘execuuon may vary in countries with
different economic, social ar@mu{gu{al backgrounds. In many of those
aspects China is a unique countr &

Ogilvy & Mather has been committed to helping the growth of
the advertising industry in your country ever since we entered the market
in 1978. The publishing of this book is further proof of our commitment
and friendship with the China National Advertising Association for
Foreign Economic Relations & Trade. Together we share a common
goal: effective advertising that contributes to the welfare of people and
commerce.

I respect and applaud the dedication of my friends in the Association
to achieving this goal.
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