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1. THE OLYMPIC GAMES
wwh

1 Although the exact c‘)‘r_i_g'igs @th—e’earliest Olympic games are
not clear, we have at least some knowledge of an ancient

N 4?” g@(\fg_s_t_i_\iall‘ in which‘@fhletes competed in sports. This cele-
bration was held regularly every four years and was open to

all men and boys who spoke Greek as their native language.
These ancient games were s;mpﬁ than our modern 6nes, For
the month before the_festival, the athletes attended @ formal
course of exercise at the gymgasium in the M@La_.

Then the competition itself corfSisted offa single foot race. Lat-
“er Testivals included such sports as jumping , wrestling , discus-
throwing ,and horse racing. .

2 These original Olympic games were most popular around the
fifth century B. C. (before the birth of Christ). At that time,
winning at a sport brought the highest possible hqn_er @the in-
dividual competitor, his family ,and his city. The winner of a
game received neither gold naoy silver_but a simple crown of
olive leaves on his head. Later ,however, when the Greeks be-
gan paying zm were problems with professionaljsm. .
In addition, instead of participating in all sports, the competi-
tors began to specialize ; that is,they concentrated on only one
Olympic event. ' Because of this interest in money and the in-
creasing specialization of :églg%e&, the ancient games lost their
original purpose jthey ended in"A. D. 393.

3 The first of the modern Olympics Los_i.-ﬁ&jg in the same
country as the original festivals;two hundred eighty-five ath-
letes from ' thirteen countries competed in Athens in
1896. Today, thousands of athletes from over one hundred
countries compete—each time in a different city of the world.
The games are popular,spectamwﬁmgen
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hurdreds of exciting.very special Olympic moments that peo-
ple all over the world have shared hy reading newspaper sto-

ries, watching films.,or seeing the actual events on T. V.or in

person.

In 1904.for example ,the Cuban runner Felix Carvajal lost
his money in New Orleans and could not afford to take the
train to St. Louis, Missouri, where the games were taking pla-
ce. Nevertheless, he participated in the twenty-six-mile
Olympic marathon, To do this,he had to run the seven hundred
miles to St. Louis. He arrived just in time for the beginning of
the marathon. Moreover, after already running seven hundred
miles, he succeeded in finishing the marathon in fourth place.
Another runner, black American Jesse Owens,won four gold
medals and the hearts of the world in the 1936 Olympics in
Berlin. As he received his medals,the ruler of Germany, Adolf
Hitler ,stared coldly from his seat.

War between Greek cities stopped the ancient games only
twice in one thousand years; politics rarely entered into the
Olympic games. In modern times, however,such has not been
the case. Political conflicts have influenced the games more of-
ten than just during the rule of Hitler; world war stopped the
celebration of the Olympics in 1916 ,and the same thing hap-
pened in 1940 and 1944 ;because of South African politics,
people continue to argue over the participation of athletes from
that country;and at the 1972 games in Munich, political ter-
rorists® from the Middle East killed seventeen people. In 1980
and 1984 ,many countries avoided the games for political rea-
sons. ’

In addition to politics, there have been problems with the
athmmthe games. Some have used illegal
drugs and chemicals. Furthermore,as in the ancient Greek fes-
tivals, there have been increasing problems with the profes-
sionalism of modern athletes. Only “amateurs”® are allowed to
compete in the Olympics,but the exact line between “amateur”

0'2 .
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and”professionalcan be a thin vne. For these reasons. pattici
pants and spectators worry about the future of the Olympic
Games.

From Interactions Book 1, 1985

Notes

L. Olympic event ;one of the items in the program of the Olympic
Games

2. political terrorists ; people who practise violence for political pur-
pose

3. amateurs ; people playing a game ,téking part in sports,etc. with-
out receiving payment,but for enjoyment

Exercises
I . Comprehension Check
Read each statement and decide whether it is true or false.

1. The original Olympic games were held in Greece before the
birth of Christ,every four years except in time of war.

2. The old games were exciting than the modern ones.

3. The first Olympic athletes participated for money and for polit-
ical reasons.

4. The modern games are so spectacular that no Sports event can
match them.

5. Politics haven’t had an effect on the modern Olympics.

6. The modern Olympics have some of the same problems that the
original ones had.

I . Reading Comprehension
Circle the letter next to the best answers.

1. The ancient Olympic games %
a. began in 1776 B. C.



b. were held every four years
c. were held in time of war
8. were open to men and women of many countries

. The athletes in the very first Olvmpic game
a. lived at the gymnasium in Olympia for years before compet— f
ing
b. ran in a one-foot race
¢. competed in six to ten different events
d.-participated in the games for the honor of it

. The ancient Olympic games [y
a. reached their height in the fifth century B. C.
b. offered a reward of gold to the winner
¢. were open only to amateur athietes until about the end of the
fifth century B. C.
d. never allowed professionals to compete

. The modern Olympics LY
a. first took place in 1936
b. are spectacular events
¢. have competitors from over 100 countries
d. are always held in Athens

. Both Felix Carvajal and Jesse Owens a
a. were runners
b. ran seven hundred miles to win gold medals
¢c. competed in the 1904 Olympics
d. were Cuban

. Vocabulary
Match each word in Column A with its meaning in Column B.

A B

amateur a. certain
original b. a person who does dangerous things

o 4.



ancient C. not strange

marathon d. scared

reward e. first

daredevil f. a person who does something for honor
or enjoyment,not money

mental g.a very long foot race

normal h. in the distant past

clear i. money or honor

frightened j. of the mind(brain) ;not physical

IV . Structural Revision
as and like

As refers to a person’s profession or a part he plays as an ac-
tor ;like is only used for comparision.

Complete these sentences with as or like.

1. He could swim a fish.

2. He works a fisherman.

3.1 once appeared on the stage Othello, but I'm glad
" I’m not him in real life.

4. He has taken his responsibilities Managing Directof so

much to heart that he goes around behaving
Napoleon.

5.1 once had a friend who was in his father’s class at school. He
never knew whether his father was speaking to him
a father or a teacher.
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COMMUNICATING ACROSS CULTURES(PART 1 )
Iy} . -

Language Fluency and Communication

Two people from different cultures meet. Let’s say one is
American, born in the U. S., and the other is from another
country. Perhaps the person from the other country is an imm:-
grant' now living in the U.S. ,or maybe he is a foreign student
staying in the U. S. for only a couple of years. He could be a
businessman from owverseas® on a brief visit or he may be a
tourist. Or, perhaps in a country outside of the U. S. ,it is an
American who has met a citizen of that country.

Sometimes communication comes easily to them ;other times
it does not. If the non-U. S. -born person is fluent® in English or
if the American speaks the other’s language,then conversation
is not so difficult.

It is important to remember,however,that fluency in a lan-
guage does not guarantee’ perfect communication all the time.
Even two people who speak the same language can have diffi-
culty. -

An Example ; An American in England. An American has traveled
to England and is staying with a friend. During his stay, the
American decides to talk to the Englishman about some things
that are bothering® him.

American ; “I feel uncomfortable with many of the people
here, but I’m not sure why. I speak the same
language, so there shouldn’t be any problem.
Back home, I usually get along with people®. You
know that I’m very friendly. ”

Englishman;  “Yes, that’s true, but you’re friendly in the

t6.



American;

Englishman ;

American ;

Englishman

American ;

Englishman ;

American ;

way that Americans are friendly. ”

“I’m not sure 1 understand what you mean. ”
“Well, for example, at the meeting we went to
the other night, you immediately called people
by their first names. We do that here, but not
when we first meet someone. ”

“That’s how we make people feel comfortable.
People feel friendlier toward each other when
they use first names. ”

“It’s different here. For example, when you
met my boss at the meeting, you should have
used his last name. There’s something else that
you do that English people don’t often do. ”
“What’s that?”

“You touch people on the shoulder quite a bit,’
especially when you compliment them. ”

“I guess 1've never thought about that before.
I suppose that is what I do at home. ”

5 This is an important lesson for the American. He speaks the
same language as the English do,so he assumes that he won’t
have any problems. He doesn’t stop to think that he may have
to do things differently. Luckily for him,he has someone who
can help him understand the people that he meets. He quickly
learns that in England he needs to be able to do more than

speak English.

Notes

From The Culture Puzzle,1987

1. immigrant ;a person who comes to settle in a new country
2. overseas ;countries beyond or across the seas

3. fluent ; to be able to speak smoothly and readily

4. guarantee ; to make certain



5. bothering . making someone feel worried or upset

6. Back home, ] usually get along with people; When I am in the
U. S.,TI usually have a good relationship with people.

7. quite a bit ;many times

Exercises
[ . Comprehension Check
Read each statement and decide whether it is true or false.

1. When two people speak the same language, there are no com-
munication problems.

2. The example in Part I shows what happens when someone goes
to another country and does not speak the language of that
country. !

3. Cross-cultural communication takes place between people from
two different cultures. T

4. The American and English cultures are exactly the same. =

5. Fluency in another language doesn’t mean that communication
will be perfect all the time. 3

6. The American in England had some problems because he had
language problems. ¥

I . Interpretation of Words and Phrases
Circle the letter next to the best answer.

1. He is easy to get along with.

(@ He’s easy to be friendly with.

b. He does not need many friends.

c. He enjoys traveling to foreign countries.
2. He gave me gquite a bit of help.

@He gave me a lot of help.

b. He helped me because he was quiet.

c. He gave me very little help.
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3. It's difficult to figure out what to do.
a. It’s difficult to do this math problem.
(. It’s difficult to choose the best action.
c. It’s difficult to draw the picture.

4. Although he has lived here for only a few years,he is very com-
fortable in this culture.
a. He has lived hete for many years,so he knows a lot about
the culture.
b. He has lived here a short time and does not understand this
culture.
{¢- He has not lived here for a long time ,but he is comfortable.
5. The American teachers laugh and joke with their students. Per-
haps this is normal behavior for them.
a. Of course this is normal behavior.
b. You can be sure that this is not normal behavior.
G Maybe this is normal behavior.

6. If you meet an older American woman who does not offer to
shake hands,I suppose it is better for you not to offer to shake
her hand.

a. I am sure it is better. ...
&1 guess maybe it is better. . . ,
c. I agree with you that it is better. ...

I . Vocabulary
Match each word in Column A with its meaning in Column B.

A B
bother a. be,be real
assume b. maybe
involve c. think something will probably be true
influence d. not communicate well or not understand
miscommunicate €. worry ;upset :
exist ~ f.short
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observe g. include something
" perhaps h. have an effect ;shape or change
brief i . notice ; watch

IV . Structural Revision
Compare these two sentences;

* We always think of Spain as a hot and sunny country,but it
can rain heavily there at times.

% It may/might rain this afternoon.

Can refers to a possibility that is always present, while, may'
refers to a possibility in a particular case,and might refers,to
this possibility existing but being less likely.

Complete the following dialogues with can,may,or might.

1.A

2.A

:I'm sure I’m right.
B.

You be right. I'm in no position to say. But ev-
eryone make mistakes. Why don’t you show the
results to someone else? They be able to confirm

your opinion.

: What’s the weather like? Is it going to be sunny this after-

noon?

:I’m not sure. It be ,but we get a stor-

m. I admit that it doesn’t look like it at the moment,but the
trouble is that storms . spring up so quickly round
here that you never know when to expect them. But we
be lucky. There’s no sign of trouble at the mo-
ment, It be wise not to go sailing, though. It’ll
probably be all right,but you shouldn’t take any risks.

o 10 s



3. COMMUNICATING ACROSS CULTlRES(PA—RT, i)

10

Culture Learning

Fluency in another language is one of the most important
goals' of a newcomer to another country. In addition,under-
standing the culture and learning to communicate comfort-
ably with the people of that culture are as important as learn-
ing the rules of the language. Language learning and culture
learning go together and may take a long time.

Sometimes people feel that they know a culture after a few
weeks or months. People do learn a lot when they first begin
living in another culture,but this is only the first stage of
learning. It usually involves things like learning everyday ac-
tivities and some basic customs.

To really learn another culture, people have to go beyond
the first stage. This is a challenge® because it is often difficult
to know what to learn. Much of what we call“culture”is hard
to see.

Culture is like an iceberg. * Picture in your mind a huge ice-
berg in the ocean. The only part of the iceberg that you see is
the tip. You don’t see the rest of the iceberg because it is hid-
den from sight, submerged® below the water. It’s easy to forget
that it is there. Most of the iceberg is deep within the ocean,
just as much of culture is deep within® people.

When you meet someone from another culture,certain cul-
tural differences are obvious. You hear another language or
you hear your own language spoken with an accentgYou see
different foods, clothes, and sometimes physical _Pélzlures of
people. ® You observe new customs or habits,such as the use
of chopstick or bowing or kissing on both cheeks when greet-

.11.



