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1. SITUATION

A university student from Shanghai spends her summer ho-
lidays in Qingdao. There she meets an old professor with whom
she strikes up an acquaintance. On her return home, she writes
him about her studics.

2. ORIGINAL LETTER

August 22, 1981

Dear Professor,

I’'m writing to you! from Shanghai. After visiting
three cities, I've arrived? in Shanghai. I had a very good
time during the summer holidays. I’ve seen® a lot of beau-
tiful scenery. But the most important thing that happened
to me* on the holidays® was meeting many famous profes-
sors. Especially, I had the honour to meet yous. I know
you are a veteran professor’. So now I want to tell you
something about my study® in the past year, and hope® you
to correct my way of studying'®,

I like reading very much. I always read! simplified
English books!? in my spare time. I’ve read “Jane Eyre”,
“Oliver Twist”, “David Copperfield”” and other books by
Dickens!®, Although I’ve read these books, I don’t think
I've made a rapid progress'®, Maybe I read them too
fast.!® Usually I read a book within a day'®, I really



don’t know how to read books extensively’”’. Should I
write something after I go through with the book®? Please
give me your advise’>. Would you please recommend
me?® some books?* which are very important and necessary
for me to read??? .

I still quite remember? you gave me a test"" at dmner
time that day in Qingdao. -I_don’t think I passed. Be-
cause®® I didn’t pay enough attention to my spoken Enghsh
before. That’s the reason why I speak English so unfluen-
tly” and make mistakes as soon as I open . my ‘mouth.
Your test made me know?” how poor my spoken English
was®.  From now on I must speak English as much as pos-
sible. I want to try my best to speak English ﬂuemly”
correctly and -with ease® in a short time. When I meet
you next time, you'll be surprised to see I’ve made a good
progress. Do you behcve me P31 : '
very busy, $0 w1ll say good—bye for now.:

Best wishes, - REEIRE
e R ~'Your. studcnt ,

e . Liu Ya,—qmg
My famxly addres:z;32 is- on -the -envelope. -
My father asked® to be remembered to you, P

LA APLERSRERHART— ﬁ%&&;
HERZE, BEEERERRBHETRA, -
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3. CORRECTIONS

1.

When “write” means to produce and send a letter
to someone the preposition “to’” is often omitted.

. The use of the verb “arrived” instead of “returned”

might be interpreted as indicating that Shanghai
was the fourth city visited by the author of the letter.

. It would be better to use the simple past here, as re-

ference in this sentence is made to the summer
holidays,

. “happen fo someone’’ more often implics something

unpleasant or unfortunate. It would be preferable
to use the preposition “with” in this context.

. We usually say “during the holidays™ or “in the

holidays™, rather than ‘“‘on the holidays”.

. This sentence sounds awkward. ‘‘especially” is as

a rule used to modify verbs, adjectives or other ad-
verbs: The criticism is especially deserved in this case/
I dor’t especially like coffee. It would be better to
reconstruct this sentence, for example: I was
especially honoured to meet you. ' ‘

. “veteran” is more often used when referring to a per-

son who has had long experience in some form of
activity, especially in wars or military service: a



10.
11.

12.
13.

14,
15.

18,

17.

- veteran officer/ a veteran of the two World Wars,

The plural number would be better here, because
the author is obviously referring here to different
subjects. S

Please pay attention to the use of the verb “hope”.
This verb may have the infinitive as its object:
I hope o visit Beijing next mo1th, or the simple fu-
ture in the subordinate clause when the subjects of
the main clause and the subordinate clause are not
one and the same person: We hope he will come to
see us tomorrow,

It might be better to say “methods of study”.
“Always” sounds too categorical: there are surely
times when the author of the letter does other
things? “often would probably be nearer to the

" truth.

It is usual to call these books “‘simplified readers”.
This may be understood as implying that the three
books mentioned are all by Dickens, including “Jane
Eyre” the author of which actually is Charlotte Bro-
nte. : : :

The noun “progress” is as a rule used without
an indefinite article.

The author here expresses an uncertainty, a-doubt.
It would be better to use the question mark.
When emphasizing the quantity “‘one”, this word

€¢,.2

is preferable to the article “a”.
The author here apparently refers to a university

- subject known commonly as “extensive reading”.

It might be better to say: I don’t know how to-do
my extensive reading.




18.

19,

The indefinite article, meaning ‘“any”, would be

‘preferable here,

A common spelling mistake, The same mlstakc
often occurs in: practice (n.) — practise (v.), device

" (n) — devise (v.) and other similar words.

20.

91.

“recommend” something / someone #o someone:
Can you recommend a good dictionary #o me ?

The word “book” occurs in this paragraph no less
than seven times. It would be advisable to use

- some synonyms here to avoid redundancy: stories,

22.
23.

24.

- 25,

26.

27.

novels, works, etc.
An awkward sentence. It would be better to say:
. which 2t would be zmportant and necessary for me to
read
The adverb “qulte” (= completely, perfectly) is
seldom used with verbs. It might be preferable to
use ‘“‘clearly” here in its place. -
Does the author of the letter mean here that she
still remembers the test itself or the fact that she was
given atest? Probably the former. If so, it would
be better tosay: ... remember the test you gave me...
Clauses of reason or cause with “because” as a rule
follow the main clause: We helped him because he
needed it/ I can’t come because I’ll be busy tomor-
row. T
An awkward word. It would be preferable to use
a positive adverb here (freely, smoothly), negating
the verb “speak”: That’s why I don’¢ speak English
so freely (smoothly).

“to know” means “to be already possessed of facts”,
When it is necessary to indicate that one did not



"

28.

29.

30.

-8l

82,
33.

know something previously, but has the knowledge
now, it is better to use the words: realize, learn,
ctc.

Was before, but is not now ? It would be better to
use the present tense here.

The_author of the letter undoubtedly means that she
wants to try her best o learn to speak English flu-
ently. v

“with ease” has the same meaning as ‘“fluently”,
and is therefore redundant here. )

It is not clear what the author of the letter wants the
addressee to belicve: that he will be surprised, or that
she will have made good. progress by the time she
meets him next time.

The place where one lives is called “fome address”.
The present tense (asks) or the present prefect
(has asked) would be preferable here,

(R L

1.

R “write” %L“%ﬁ)&%f*"ﬁ ~B B, /ma “to” B
EERE.

. XEBENIZE “returned”, ffj & B “arrived”, B ‘“arrived”

SEARBN LEREE AERHBO®T,

. BARHERNBREE BRI, Fﬁuﬁiﬁi&‘ﬁ% — i

EH.

. “happen to someone” EHERMMURAENE, RELT

X, XERFRANE “with”,
BA1—ARYE “during the holidays™ or “in the holidays”, i

R “on the holidays”.

HFAM. “especially” —f FRBHFA. BAARRML
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10,
11,

12.
13.

14,
15,
.16,
17,

18,
19.

20,

21,

- 22,

EliF. 2m: The criticism is especially deserved in this case.
I don’t especially like coffee.
BT RFREFZNE—T. T, 1 was especially

honoured to meet you.

- “weteran” FARBRPNEE-EPTEETLROA, 15

MIETREMESLH HEH. 1,2 veteran officer, a veteran
of the two World Wars.

 REBFHEY. RABSEARBRBEHIANIAE,
. EREF)A “hope” gy, “hope” FHRERIEEE. M

I hope to visit Beijing next-month. thT[&FEZiENE, AA
P EENEAEBTURRE— AR, ANOhA—-RKE
Erf. 1 We hope he will come to see us tomorrow.

B iFiH: “methods of study” '

“always” WrREKMEXN. SRESTERENE TR B SR
%, “often” EH LR,

REPHE—MRIK “easy readers” (5 IEW.
RHEFHIEABRBAXERB(BREGE « 2 OBRKER
BIER, TICE « EXNEERERE - 18K,

£17 “progress’ Hj—fRRIMAERF.
BEEEXERENR -REN 75, FLUBEREESE,
RS EN, F “one” LbF “a” #F,

RER, EREEXEHEORAEEN ‘BiE" R. BEFH,
I don’t know how to do my extensive reading.
XERSHN, AfEEAR. 000

AP EHHR X FEHE % H7E practice (n.)—practise (2.)
device (n.) devise (0.} XR L,

“recommend” something / someone / o someone. %y Can

you recommend a good dictionary to me?

“book” —HERBRABHEIANLARZE, ABEESE, i
W AE M —EeF] X379 4F, #0. stories, novels, works, etc.
e, BFiRs ... which it would be important and necessary for



23,

24,

25,

26,

27.

28,
29.

30.
31.

- 32,
33,

me to read.

Bl “quite” (= completely, perfectly) Rz R5HAE Mem
RXERHFA clearly %,

SiEEERmNACBRKME, AR_RIDHEM # W1 X %
By RTREIE. WREXE, NWRHFH: ... remember
the test you gave me..,

Pl “because” S{E&RERENL, BEEZTTZRE.M: -
We helped him because he needed it. I can’t come be-
cause I’ll be busy tomorrow.

FiARR. XERFASENER Ureely, smoothly%), &
Ei%zhiA “speak”.: That’s why I don’t speak English so
freely (smoothly). '

“know” ECH'ELME". BBEXRADNFHE, WRE
FRE"E—FEH, RIFM: realize, learn &,

wHEE, ERTFE TS XERITFH—RITER.
ZETEER, BEANEERE, She wants to try her best 0
learn to speak English fluently.

“with ease’” 1 “fluently” BNIHRE, EXHZ4,
ERERLKAEEEH 2 7EE. BREARAELE B £
RE—FERBESRELTREENSRBERHES
FEREHNEEBPRY “home address”
RXEBRFA—RIERRAEZ R
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l SI TUATION

Dmng a busmess vmt to Beymg Fin suﬁ’ered a heart attack
and had to stay in hospital for several weeks. When he felt better,
he. helped some of the doctors and nurses in the ward with their
English studies. . One of the nurses now wriles to mgwre qfter ]m s
Izealtlz and to tell him about her studies,

2 ORIGINAL LETTER

e December 18, 1981
Dear Teacher Jin!, o o

Please forgive me. ‘I haven’t written letters to you?
sinee -you left Beijing®. I'm-afraid I haven’t made .any
progress i my- English studies. . Although I make the best
use of my time, I always feel that the result! is unsatisfied®,
Probably I have no: good methods. of learning: .

I often remember® the days that you lived’ in the
hospital®. I hope your health is getting better and bet-
ter. You must pay attention to your health® and rest more.
The stronger'® your health is, the more you can con-
tribute!'. Am I right?

Christmas is coming soon. I don’t know if you cele-
brate it. I think that to you Christmas is more interested!?
than the Spring Festival.

The climate'® in Beijing is very cold now. The te-

10



fnperature is below zero. It is windy and dusty I thmk
that the climate in Jinan is warmer than in Beijing and

has less wind and dust*4..
I hope that you will come to Beijing again and I can

get your help continuously*®,
As you know, that'® my English level is very poor?,
so if there are mistakes in this letter, please correct it!¢,

Best regards.
Your faithful student!?,

Li Hou-Ming®
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