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The Old Man and the Sea

On the coast of Cuba lived an old fisherman. He was thin and
had many deep lines in the back of his neck. His skin was very
brown, and his hands were marked by pulling heavy fish at the
end of ropes. But all these marks were old. Every part of him
seemed old except his eyes. These were cheerful and the same
colour as the sea.

For eighty-four days the old man did not catch any fish. Peo-
ple said that he was unlucky. But the old man still loved the sea.
He was still strong and a good fisherman. On the eighty-fifth day
the old man sailed farther out to sea than any of the other boats.
He sailed to where the water was very deep. Then he felt his
fishing-line being pulled gently by a big fish which was swimming
very deep in the water.



The fish was so powerful that it pulled the boat after it. It
took the small boat far out to sea. The old man could no longer
see the land.

‘Fish, ’ he said softly, aloud, ‘I’ll stay with you until I am
dead.’ )

The old man pulled the line a little tighter, but he did not
dare to pull it suddenly. The fish might jump and escape. Or it
might dive down into the sea and pull the boat after it. But the
fish was strong and brave. It pulled the boat on and on.

When the fish rose at last to the top of the water, the old
man saw that it was two feet longer than his boat. The old man
had seen many great fish, but this one was the greatest fish he
had ever seen. It was also the most beautiful.

On the morning of the third day, the end came. Tired and
full of pain, the old man threw his harpoon into the heart of the
great fish. The fish rose high out of the water, showing all its
power and beauty. The next moment it was dead.

Slowly and painfuily, the old man tied the fish to the side of
the boat. Then he turned back and sailed towards the distant
shore. He sailed well and he looked often at the huge fish.

Then the first shark came. The old man killed it, but he lost
his harpoon and all his rope. Two hours later two more sharks
came. The old man fought them with his oar and his knife. Then
he used a stick. Then the tiller. But he knew he was beaten.
When he sailed into the little harbour and puiled his boat on
shore, no fish was left. Only the giant white backbone.

The next morning the fishermen in the village gathered
round the small boat. They measured the big bone of the fish. It
was eighteen feet long. ‘What a fish it was,’ someone said.
‘ There has never been such a fish.’



New Words and Expressions

coast /koust/ n. WH

fisherman /'fifoman/ n. # f1
A,k

neck /nek/ n. H|

brown /braun/ adj. /AL

mark /mak/ vt. BIEET; 45
B e, Wl ARER

cheerful / 'tfisful/ adj. &M

unlucky /an'laki/ adj. R3EH

sail /seil/ vi. BifT =. W

fishing-line /'fifiglain/ n. $%k

gently /'dzentli/ adv. %#5&H;
E-iipi

powerful /'pausful/ adj. BH
pali b PN

softly /'softli/ adv. 5FHh ;|
Fih

aloud /o'laud/ adv. {5 Hs

tight /tait/ adv. BEH

escape /is'keip/ vi. F6H; T

dive /daiv/ vi. Bk/K;#K

harpoon /ha:'pumn/ n. H X

beauty /'bjuiti/ n. ;W

painfully /'peinfuli/ adv. ¥§
T

shore /foi/ m. R

huge /hjudz/ adj. EXH

shark /fak/ n. B

oar /of m. I

stick /stik/ n. B#E

tiller /'tile/ n. HEAA

beat /bizt/ vt. ¥TI

harbour /‘hatbe/ n. #;#EO

giant /'dzaiont/ adj. EKH
n. BEA ,

backbone /'bakboun/ n. BFH:
BH

gather /'gedo/ vi. BH

measure /'me3o/ vi. Wi

foot /fut/ m. ¥R

Proper Name

Cuba /'kjuzbs/ EF_:"»( E4&)

Understanding the Text

Mark each of the following statements true (T) or false (F) ac-

cording to the text:

(' )1. There lived in Cuba an old fisherman who was always sick

« 3.
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)2.

)3.
)4.

)5.
)6.
)7.

)8.

and depressed.

The old fisherman was so unlucky that he didn’t catch any
fish for over two months.

A huge fish pulled the old fisherman’s boat far out to sea.
The fish was so powerful and beautiful that the old fisher-
man decided to give it up.

The fish was two feet long and it was the longest fish the
old fisherman had seen.

The old fisherman killed the fish on the morning of the
third day.

The old fisherman beat the sharks which came to eat the
huge fish.

When the old fisherman pulled his boat on shore, what
was left was only the giant white backbone.

Exercises

. For each word or phrase under Column A find one with similar

meaning under Column B:

A B
. mark a. not roughly
. powerful b. closely, firmly
. gently c. be a sign of
. tight d. extremely large
. giant e. come together
. escape f. happy, glad
. cheerful g. get away
. coast h. jump into the water
. dive i. forceful
gather j- the land on the edge of the sea

. Fill in the blanks with the words and phrases given below.

o 4
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Change the form if necessary:

mark (v.), dive, the same -+ as, harbour,
sail, beauty, tight, measure, gather, gently,
cheerful, beat, aloud

. We the room and found it was 20 feet long and 15
feet wide.
. Meet me at place you did yesterday.
We around the Atlantic in five days.
His face with grief.
She refused to accept the gifts.
. Our champion can all runners in the country.
. She smiled back at the faces of her students.
. He could hardly restrain himself from shouting
. I shall never forget the of that lake.
. A crowd to see what had happened.
. You in first and test the temperature of the water.
. Hold to the railing or you may slip and fall.

. Hongkong has been known as one of the finest natural

in the world.

. Fill in the blanks with the following words and phrases and
_pay close attention to the difference of meaning and usage be-

tween them:

. rise, raise, lift, elevate

a. This box is too heavy for me to

b. Susan her voice when she gets angry.
c. Peter to manager of the company.

d. When summer comes, the temperature keeps

. powerful, strong, tough

a. The rug is made of very material.



b. He is a man of will.

c. The motor isn’ t enough to drive the car up steep
hills.

3. pull, draw, drag, tug

a. He the door open and went out.

b. Don’t your feet when you walk.

c. The huge ship into the harbour.

d. After some time, the fisherman began to the net
in.

4. live, stay, remain, reside, settle, inhabit

a. Who will after class to clean the chalkboard?

b. They insisted that I for lunch.

c. He has decided to in the country after his
retirement.

d. Queen Elizabeth generally in Buckingham Pa-
lace, but sometimes at Windsor Castle.

e. They the tropical forest.

V. Choose the correct form to fit into each sentence, making
changes where necessary:
1. beauty, beautiful, beautifully, to beautify

a. Thatisa coat, but it is toco expensive for me.

b. How your wife dances!

c. Paris was modernized and on a most elaborate
scale.

d. He has no real feeling for
2. high, highly, height
a. The street was wide and the houses and yellow.
b. The industrial life of France was not yet
developed.
c. What is the of the radio station?
3. to cheer, cheerful, cheerfully, cheerfulness

-6
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. She wore a more expression than usual.

a
b. He mentioned this to Terry.
¢. Everybody by the good news.
d. He came home in high
. power, powerful, powerfully, powerless
a. He's very built.
b. The athlete should have a body.
c. The mouse was in the cat’s claws.

d. Knowledge is

. soft, softly, to soften

a. I tried to the bread with milk, but it was too
hard.
b. Would your friends mind speaking a little more ?
¢. Her voice was , full of kindness and affection.
. luck, luckily, lucky, unlucky
a. Did you have any in finding a job?
b. it was not so hot.
c. It is that we won’t be able to get away this
weekend.
d. It was a accident that the train was late.
. to pain, pain, painful, painfully
a. Is your tooth still ?
b. I hope that I have said nothing to you.
¢. He had written out a first draft. '
d. If the comes on again, give him another dose.

Choose the best for each of the following blanks:
Tom and Jack went __1  one morning. They caught a big

fish and decided to cut it in half. Tom said, “I'll take the half
with the head, and you take the other half with the tail.” Jack
said, “I suggested the idea of fishing in this place today, 2 1
should get the head half.” Tom got __3  and said, “but I caught

\' 7 .



the fish. You didn’t do anything 4 .” And so they kept
quarreling, _ 5 finally an old man came down the road. He
stopped and asked _ 6 when the two boys explained 7  him
what the trouble was. He said, “You shouldn’t be angry with
each other.” Then he cut the fish into three parts: the head, the
middle and the tail. He gave the head to Tom and the tail to Jack.
The two boys waited to see 8  he was going to do with the
middle part. The old man said, “I hope you both will be happy and
_9 quarrel any more. I’ 1l just take this. Good-bye.” With
that, the old man walked away, leaving the two boys to think
10 foolish they had been.

1. A. tofish B. fish C. fishing D. to fishing
2. A. so B. because C. but D. since
3. A. exciting B. angry C. worried D.interested
4. A. too B. also C. either D. at all
5. A. to B. until C. still 'D. though
6. A. what was the matter B. what the matter was

C. what was the wrong D. what the wrong was.
7. A. for B. with C. to D. on
8. A. how B. what C. when D. which
9. A don’t B. not to C.n D. to not
10. A. so B. such C. What D. how

Beethoven

About 150 years ago a musician sat quietly at a concert in Vi-
enna while his new symphony was played for the first time. At
the end he had to face the audience to know that they were clap-

- 8 -



ping wildly. He was totally deaf. The musician was Beethoven,
one of the greatest composers who ever lived.

Beethoven wrote about 300 pieces of music. Some of his most
beautiful pieces he wrote after he became deaf.

It is hard for anyone to be deaf. But probably it is worse for a
composer than for anyone else. Think of not being able to hear
the music you have written!

Even as a child Beethoven did not have a happy life. His
father, who was a singer with the court band in Bonn, Germany,
drank a great deal, and was lazy besides. When the boy was only
four, his father decided to make a musician of him. Hour after
hour Beethoven had to practise on the violin and the clavier.
Whenever he did not work hard, his father was cruel.

It is a wonder that the boy did not hate music. But he did
not. He learned so fast that he was able to make a concert tour
when he was only 11. When he was 17, the great Mozart praised
him.

A few years later Beethoven went to Vienna to study with
Haydn. Soon he was writing a great deal of music himself.

Beethoven had an ugly face and a very bad temper. But he al-
so had a great deal of charm. The wealthy people of Vienna invit-
ed him time after time to their homes. They forgave him when his
temper flared up. Illness made him become deaf when he was-only
31. During the rest of his life he was often ill. He was often wor-
ried about money, too.

Beethoven wrote long compositions and short ones, gay ones
and sad ones, gentle ones and exciting ones. His nine symphonies
are among his masterpieces.



Exercises

I . Mark each of the following statements true (T) or false (F)
according to the text:

WO 00~ B U W -

(S
- o

)1. Beethoven was one of the greatest composers of his time
and all time.
)2. Beethoven was deaf to the criticisms of his audience.
)3. Beethoven had to practise a lot when he was only a small
boy.
)4. His father drank a great deal and beat Beethoven when he
didn’ t work hard enough.
) 5. In spite of the cruelty of his father, Beethoven loved
music.
)6. Mozart taught Beethoven how to compose music pieces.
)7 . Because of his bad temper, people tried to avoid him.
)8. Beethoven spent most of his life in illness and poverty.
. For each word or phrase under Column A find one with similar
meaning under Column B:
A B
. flare up a. completely
. wealthy b. masterwork
. gay c. listeners
. masterpiece d. burst into a rage
. tour e. in addition, also
. audience f. rich
. besides g. attractiveness
. totally h. miracle
. charm 1. cheerful, happy
. wonder g. trip, journey
. clap k. pardon
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