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UNIT 1
PART A
I . READING MAKES A FULL MAN

1 Criticism is judgment. A critic is a judge. A judge must study
and think about the material presented to him, accept it , correct it
or reject it after thinking over what he has read, watched or heard.

2 Anothér word for criticism is appreciation. When I criticize
or appreciate some objects or another, I look for its good points and
its bad points. In reading any printed or written matter, I always
have a pencil in hand and put any comments in the book or on a
separate piece of paper. In other words, I always talk back to the
writer.

3 That sort of critical reading might well be called creative
reading because I am thinking along with the writer, asking him
questions, seeing whether he answers the questions and how well he
answers them. I mark the good passages to store them in my mem-
ory and ask myself about every other part and about the complete
piece of writing; where, how and why could or should I improve
upon it?

4 You might think that doing what I suggested is work. Yes,

it is, but the work is a pleasure because I can feel my brain ex-
panding, my emotion reacting and my way of living changing.

" O



5 Reading exercises a great influence on a person. If pictures,
still or moving, accompany the reading, the memory will retain
half the material for a long time.
6 Don’t believe those who say that bad reading cannot hurt a
person. How do they know what will hurt others? Wouldn' t you
rather believe the experience of the ages that says, “A man is what
he has read” and “Our reading and studies carry over into our
lives™ ?
7 Just as evil books can corrupt, so also can good books gradu-
ally work a change in a corrupt person.
8 Let’ s get back to the beneficial effects of thinking while
reading. It helps us to enlarge our minds. We understand more
about the universe, its people and many of its wonders. We learn to
think and observe in new ways. We certainly do get a feeling for
the language we are reading. All good writers in any language have
been readers who read critically and creatively and continuously.
9 Reading critically also helps me to develop and refine my
emotions to the point where I can teil whether a report, a story or a
poem is genuinely humane or not—whether the writer is an honest
writer.
10 Finally, reading will and must broaden my sympathies, ex-
pand my love for others and set it in action. How can a petson who
has a bit of kindness in his heart read about all the miseries and
tragedies that people and nations have and not want to do and ac-
tually do what he can to relieve those people in every way he can
and as much as he can?
11 I have not said that reading makes a wise man, but a wise
» 2.



person who reads creatively will deepen his wisdom and be of
greater benefit to the rest of his fellowmen. Such reading will con-
tinue his education. It will fill out what a person had not learned in
school or what he had not thoro{lghly grasped or previously

thought through. As Bacon well said, ‘Reading makes a full man”.
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NEW WORDS

1.reject ot. to put aside ,throw away jrefuse to accept i # ;35
o
2.comment =.sth.said or written about an event,or in explana-
tion ot criticism of sth.
3. emotion  n. any of the strong feelings of the human spirit,
strength of feeling
4. retain ot to keep,continue to have or hold;get the services of

---by payment R& ,{FFF; B, B

5. corrupt »i. to make morally bad;cause to change from good to
bad { J§ L, 15 PE 9% s 1 AR
6. broaden t. to make or become broader { HIFE , HINE
7.sympathy =.the ability to share the feelings of another,a pity,
agreement in feelings [d] {5, "8 [4]
8. tragedy . play for the theatre;sad event or experience in real

life FEH|
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NEW PHRASES

. think over ; {743 (&

. carry over;to remain;to continue
-set in: FFE s R A&
fill out {54 L P 3K

COMPREHENSION

. The writer says a critic

A)asks what he does not understand

B)talks back to the author

C)understands the background on which the works are based
D)looks for the good and the bad points of the material he has

read

. By creative reading the writer means

A)raising questions and answering them for the author
B)reading and giving comments on the materials one has read
C)thinking in the same line with the author

D)storing up facts in one’s memory

. By the phrase “thinking along with” in the passage,the writer

means .

A)following (ohe’s thought) closely
B)agreeing

e 4.



C)considering
D)accepting

4. According to the writer,critical reading
A)makes a person intelligent |
B)makes a person rich
C)gives a person extra work
D)broadens a person’s hotizons

5. We learn from the passage that all good authors
A)dhave a thorough insight into the problems in life
B)observe and imitate the ways other authors write
Chhave the feeling of the language they write in
D)have read extensively and critically

6. By the word “tragedies” in the passage, the writer means

.A)sad events
B)solemn plays
C)real experience
D)difficulties )
7. In the last but one patragraph, the main idea is that reading
makes a person
A)romantic
B)sensitive to the feelings of others
C)sympathetic to the miseries of his fellow-men

D)understand human nature better

e 5



I . The Story of Our Language

1 The English language has had an interesting history. In fact,
it is having an interesting history, for history never stands still. Na-
tional and international events add new words to the language;so
do new discoveries and inventions. Sometimes these words are bor-
rowed from other languages, like blitzkrieg from the German and
sputnik from the Russian; sometimes they are manufactured, like
radar. Words become old fashioned ot obsolete as the need for
them wanes or disappears. For example, the ever-expanding use of
electricity has almost replaced icebox with refrigerator in the mod-
ern English vocabulary. Similarly, meanings change, and slang
words may come to be accepted. Less than half a century ago,
broadcast did not refer to radio and television but to a method of
sowing seed, and blimp and comeback were frowned on as slang.
2 The English language began with the languages of the An-
gles and Saxons. These were people who came from Germa;ny and
conquered England in the sixth century. The Anglo-Saxons gave us
the name of England (Angle-land) and many of our familiar word-
s, like those that describe our family {fatker, child, mar) and names
of colors and animals (brown, sheep) . From them also have come
the names of the days of the week and such words as god, the, and
for.
3 When the Normans invaded England from France in 1066,
they introduced many French words into the language. These
o B



