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Reading Comprehension

Each variety of mosquito has its favored kind of water
accumulation for breeding, and almost every imaginable type
of still water has been used by at least one kind of mosquito
to lay its eggs. After the eggs hatch, the larvae continue to
be closely associated with the water’s sxigfige, hanging from
the surface -film and getting air through tubes that breaks
the water’s surface at the tail ends of their bodies. Because
the larvae develop this way, they are never found in the
open water of lakes where they would merely serve as fish
food, or in places where they would be damaged by wave

action or water currents.

1. The purpose of the passage is to
X describe ways of eliminating mosquito larvae
(B) demonstrate the great differences among kinds of
mosquitoes
(C) show reasons for the high survival rate of mos-
quitoes
(D) give a general description of mosquito develop-ment
2. According to the passage, what is true about the breeding
habits of mosquitoes?
(A), Different mosquitoes tend to have different kinds of
~ breeding places.
(B) Each mosquito usually breeds in several different
places in one season.
(C) A few mosquitoes constantly vary their breeding
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places.
(M Most mosquitoes mate in the same place in which
) they were bred.
3. According to the passage, most mosquito larvae develop
(A) on plants near water
(B) near sources of food
(C) under waterproof sacs
(D) in bodies of still water
4. According to the passage, most mosquito larvae breathe
with
(A) their wings
(\B)'l special tubes
(C) their gills
(D) modified mouths
5. According to the passage , mosquito larvae are never found
in open water because they cannot
(A)/w1thstand much motion
(B) find sufficient food there
(C) obtain enough air there

(D) tolerate too much moisture

Decades before the American Revolution of 1776, Jesse
- Fish, .a native New Yorker, (retreatea) to an island off St.

Augustine, Florida, to escape an unpleasant family situation.
In time he bepame Florida’s first orange baron and his
oranges were in great demand in London throughout the

1770’s. The English found them juicy and sweet and
2



preferred them to other varieties, even though they had thin
skins and were hard to peel.

There would probably have been other successful
commercial growers before Fish if Florida had not been
under Spanish rule for some two hundred years. Columbus
first brought seeds for citrus trees'to the New World and
planted them in the Antilles. But it was most likely Ponce de
Leon who introduced oranges to the North American
continent when he discovered Florida in 1513. For a time,
each Spanish sailor on a ship bound for America was re-
quired by law to carry one hundred seeds with him. Later,
because seeds tended totdry out), all Spanish ships were re-
quired to carry young orange trees. The Spaniards planted
ac:‘l’t’r—agtrees only for medicinal purposes, however. They saw
no need to start commercialgfg)@because oranges were so

abundant in Spain.

6. What is the main topic of the passage?
(A) The role of Florida in' the American Revolution
(B) The discovery of Florida by Ponce de Leon in 1513
(C) The h;stroy of the cultivation of oraﬁges in Florida
(D) The popularity of Florida oranges in London in the

1770’s '

7. Jesse Fish came from
(A) London
(B) St. Augustine
(C) the Antilles
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- DY /Ne‘w York
8.  Jesse Fish went to Florida to
A) ‘grow oranges commercially |
(B) buy an island off St Augustine
' ((/3) get away from:his family
(D) work for the British government
9. Londoners liked the oranges grown by Jesse Fish because
they
(A) had a lot of juice
(B) were not too sweet
(C) were not hard to |peel]
(D) had thin skins
10. Oranges were most probably introduced to Florida by
(A) Jesse Fish
(B) Ponce de Leon
(é) Columbus
(D) British sailors
11. According to the passage, Spanish vessels began to. bring
orange tree seedlings to North America when
(A) the United States agricultural laws were revised
(B) ambitious sailors began to 'smuggle seeds
(C) doctors reported a lack of medical supplies
’(D/)/ authorities realized that seeds did not travel well
.12. According to the passage ,Florida oranges were:valued by
the Spanish primarily
(A) as a medium of exchange
. (B) for their unusual seeds

4



(C) for their medical use
(D) as a source of food for sailors
13. The Spaniards did not grow oranges commercially in the
New World because
(A) oranges tended to dry out during shipping
(B) Florida oranges were very small
(C) there was no great demand for oranges in Europe

(D) oranges were plentiful in their home country

The very success of communications satellite systems
has raised widespread concern about their future. Some
countries are already using satellites for.rﬂar;;sTi;cy) communi-
cations in place of conventional telephone tines on land. Al-
though this technique is extremely useful for linking widely
scattered villages in n remote or mountainous regions, in h heav-
ily built-up areas where extensive telephone and telegraph
sys;;;ls already exist domestic satellites (or “domsats”) are
seen by the lkand—lme networks as unfair competition. Despite
such opposition, domsats are gaining support from many
businesses and public interest groups in the United Sates

and seem likely to be more widely utilized in the future.

14. The passage mentions which of the following as a major
advantage of domsats?
(A) They are inexpensive to operate.
(B) They easily connect distant points.
(C) They can be directed by remote control



(D) They can be built to be.very light.

15. According to the passage,the use of domsats is especially

16.

17.

valuable for which of the following?

(A)-Mountain areas

(B) Busy cities
@ Small countries
(D) Private businesses
Who objects to the use of domsats?
(A) Managers of international business groups
(BY People in small villages
~£G)Operators of conventional communications sys-tems
(D) Large public interest groups

According to the passage, future United States domsats
will probably

(A) be produced competitively
(B) carry telephone messages only
(C) become a government monopoly

(D) increase in use

Allelomimetic behavior may be defined as behavior in

which two or more individual animals do the same thing,

with some degree of mutual stimulation and coordination. It

can onlyfggg@in species with sense organs that are well e-

nough developed so that continuous sensory contact can be

maintained. It is found primarily in vertebrates, in those

species that are diurnal, and usually in those that spend
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plains.

In birds, allelomimetic behavior is the rule rather than
the exception, though it may occasionally be limited to par-
ticular seasons of the year as it is in the {M&bﬁ.
Its principal function is that of providing safety from preda-
tors, partly because the flock can rely on many pairs of eyes
to WaEch for enemies , and partly because if one bird reacts to
dangér, -the whole flock is warned.

Among mammals, allelomimetic behavior is very rare in
rodents, which almost never move in flocks or herds. Even
when they are artificially crowded together, they do not con-
form in their movements. On the other hand, such behavior
is a major system among large hoofed mammals such as
sheep.

In the pack-hunting carnivores, allelomimetic behavior
has another function, that of cooperative hunting for large
prey animals such as moose. Wolves also defend their dens
as a group against larger predators such as bears.

Finally, allelomimetic behavior is highly developed a-
mong most primate groups, where it has the pll}rlc/lglal/func—”" :
txon of providing warning against predators, though com-

bmed defensive behavior is also seen in troops of baboons.

18. The main topic of the passage is the
(A)value of allelomimetic behavior in vertebrate and in-
vertebrate species

4B) definition and distribution of allelomimetic be-
7
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havior
(C) relationship of allelomimetic behavior to the sur-vi-
val of the fittest
(D) personality factors that determine when an indi-vid-

ual animal will show allelomimetic behavior

19. According to the passage, the primary function of al-

lelomimetic behavior in birds is to
(A) defend nests agarirﬁgt predators
(B) look at each other 7
(C) locate prey

()D) warn others of predators

20. Which of the following places is the most likely setting

21.

- 22.

Jor allelomimetic behavior?
‘( A lake

(B) A cave

(C) An underground tunnel

(D) A thick forest

According to the passage, what happens to the behavior

of rodents when they are artificially crowded together?

(A) Their allelomimetic behavior increases.

(B) Continuous cooperation between them is maintain-
ed.

(C) They become aggressive and attack each other

@ They show little allelomimetic behavior

The author implies that allelomimetic behavior occurs

most often among animals that

(A) prey on other animals
S :



(B) are less intelligent than their enemies
(C) move in groups
(D) have one sense organ that dominates perception
23. Which of the following is most clearly an example of al-
lelomimetic behavior?
\(A) Bears hunting for carnivores
(B) Cattle fleeing from a fire
(C) Horses running at a racetrack
(D) Dogs working with police officers
24. Which of the following groups of human beings would
probably show the greatest amount of allelomimetic be-
havior?
(A) A group of students taking a test
(B) Tennis players competing in a tournament
(C) A patrol of soldiers scoutlng for the enemy

(D) Drivers waiting for a fraffic light to change

Criticism of research lays a significant foundation for
future investigative work, but when students begin their
own projects, they are likely to find that the standards of
validity ir} field work are considerably more rigorous than
the standards for most library research. When students are
faced with the concrete problem of proof by ‘fi_t_ald demonstra-
tion, they usually discover that many of the “important rela-
tionships” they may have criticized other researchers for fail-
ing to demonstrate are very elusive indeed. They will find, if
they submit an outline or questionnaire to their classmates

9



for criticism, that other students make comments similar to
some they themselves may have made in discussing previ-
ously published research. For example, student researchers
are likely to begin with a general question but find them-
selves forced to narrow its focus. They may learn that ques-
tions whose meanings seem perfectly obvious to them are
not clearly understood by others, or that questions which
seemed entirely objective to them appear to be highly biased
to someone else. They usually find that thé formulation of
good research questions is a much more subtle and frustrat-
ing task than is generally believed by those who have not ac-

tually attempted it.

25. What does the author think about trying to find weak-
nesses in other people’s research?
(A) It should-on‘ly be attempted by experienced re-
searchers.
(B) It may cause researchers to avoid publishing good
work
(C) It is currently being done to excess
(D) It can be useful in planning future research
26. According to the passage, what is one major criticism
students often make of published research?
(A) The research has not been written in an interesting
way.
(B) The research has been-done in unimportant fields.
(C) The researchers did ‘n(;t adequately establish the re-
10



lationships involved.
(D) The researchers failed to provide an appropriate

summary.

27. According to the passage, how do students in class often

28.

29.

react to another student’s research?

(A) They react the way they do to any other research.

(B) They are especially critical of the quality of the re-
search.

(C) They offer unusually good suggestions for imp-rov-
ing the work.

(D) They show a lot of sympathy for the student re-
searcher. N
According to the passage, what do student researchers

often learn when they discuss their work in class?

(A) Other students rarely have objective comments

about it.

(B) Other students do not believe the researchers did
the work themselves.

(C) Some students feel that the conclusions are too ob-
vious.

(D) Some students do not understand the meaning of
the researchers’ questions.

According to the passage, student researchers may have

to change their research projects because

(A) their budgets are too high

(B) their original questions are too broad

(C) their teachers do not give adequate advice

11



(D) their time is very limited
30. What does the author conclude about preparing suitable

questions for a research project?

(A) It is more difficult than the student researcher may
realize.

(B) The researcher should get help from other people.

(C) The questions should be brief so that they will be
understood.

(D) It is important to follow formulas closely.

It is generally understood that a ballad is a song that
tells a story. but a folk song is not so easily defined. A ballad
is a folk song, but a folk song is not a ballad unless it tells a
story. Folk song, then, has come to be the inclusive word,
covering many varieties of music. For instance, the chanty,
a sailor’s song of the sea, is a folk song. A spiritual is a reli-
gious folk song. The blues, a predominately melancholy type
of jazz popular in New Orleans, may be a folk song. In fact,
there are folk songs for every occupation-railroading, herd-
ing cattle, and so on. To be considered genuine traditional
folk songs, they must have oral transmission, continuity,
variation, and selection.

“Home on the Range” illustrates how a popular song
may become a folk song. It was first picked up as a folk song
in 1910 by John A. Lomax in San Antonio, Texas. Lomax
heard the song from an old man who had been a camp cook
many years before on the old Chisholm Trail. The song was
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