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Entering the Dragon
TTAHET

PEEXWHHMNER LET-IERBHFRX
H®5|H, MEEEREARFII, AT, XEESPE
NERSHEATENEETRRZE. MR THRER
BHE, hRTEEEMN, BRRE--

In the past few years, under President Jiang Zemin, China
has begun to recognise that if it is to pursue its new policy of
development and openness it needs expert help. And universi-
ties are at the forefront of the change.

Academics and students, a group naturally open to ideas,

have already been working with colleagues in the East”, espe-

cially in science, building up relationships@). Foreign govern-
®

ments have discovered they need China too. Fierce® competi-
tion has developed among countries wanting access to a rela-
tively untapped market of more than a billion people.

For them, and for many private companics, universities
are providing both advice on how to operate in China and a

practical route into the country@.

The United States and Australia are already making in-
roads into Chinese academia at a much faster rate than the U-
nited Kingdom. This prompted prime minister Tony Blair to

announce on his visit to China last autumn a review of arrange-

ments for foreign students to make it easier for them to study in
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Britain® . He also launched a computer link between Janet, the
UK'’s university network, and the Chinese Education Research
Network.

Further opportunities for working with Chinese universi-

ties are likely to flourish after the Chinese government passed a

law in January that devolves® to the provinces responsibility
for deciding universities’ standards of entry, recruitment of

staff, development of international links and issuing of de-

grees”. The law also paves the way for “other social forces” -
potentially private businesses—to become involved in universi-
ties, which will be able to supplement their resources through
their own fundraising.

This has created a need for management expertise which
the Higher Education Funding Council for England (Hefce) is
helping to meet, in conjunction with the British Council. InJu-
ly, China’s minister of education will visit Britain to discuss po-
tential links between universities and industry, and the Com-
mittee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals is planning a follow-
up visit next year. David Tupman, policy adviser at the CVCP,
says: “China is regarded as the key developing market interna-
tionally. Commercial reasons are the driving force.”

The Chinese market is estimated to be worth about £ 2 bil-
lion per year in terms of British exports and joint-venture pro-
grammes, and this is likely to increase tenfold by 2002. David
Kirby, dean of Middlesex University Business School, predicts
that the Chinese economy will become one of the key world
economic influences in the next ten years.

Hefce is about to ask for bids from universities for a £1

million programme to enhance Chinese studies, particularly at

postgraduate level, following a demand for young people who

are better educated about China®.
Meanwhile, about 6, 000 Chinese students are studying in




the UK compared with 2, 000 just three years ago, and numbers
are rising. Particularly noticeable is the increase in students
funding themselves for qualifications such as MBAs, rather
than being funded by companies. “There is more money around
in China now and people have a greater ability to get passports
to study abroad, ” says Gordon Slaven, education officer at the
British Council in Beijing.

British education is seen as an expensive high-quality op-
tion by the Chinese, but it could become cheaper under pro-
posed legislation, which would make it possible for overseas
students to take part-time jobs here, as they do in the US.

Under China’s new law, the mission of universities
changes from the “cultivation of knowledge” to the “cultivation
of talents and creativity”-——a major difference in a culture that
has traditionally treated the teacher as guru.

“China is going headlong into the future,” Slaven says.
“In the next ten years it is going to be a very different place.”

Chinese Exchange Wins Commercial Support

Graduate schools might eventually be built at Manchester
University and Tsinghua University, Beijing. The universities
are establishing an international research programme with
commercial backing, concentrating on engineering and
telecommunications. '

Discussions have involved senior academics from the uni-
versities and senior managers at British Telecom, which is anx-
ious to break into the Chinese market.

Students from Tsinghua, one of China’s leading science
universities, have visited Manchester and students from
Manchester’s electrical engineering department will visit Bei-
jing soon.

British Airways has provided 15 return air tickets to sup-
port students on the programme.



Wayne Burge, head of Manchester’'s public relations of-
fice, says potential advantages to Manchester include student
recruitment and commerce. Tsinghua, he says, is “the Cam-
bridge of China”. Linking with it, Manchester enters the glob-
al market for funding.

Middlesex Tailors MBA to Fit Chinese Economy

When lecturers at Middlesex University Business School
conceived of an MA in Chinese management, they had in mind
students from western countries who wanted to do business in
China.

They realised only later how useful it would be for Chinese
students who wished to become business people in their own
country.

“Human behaviour in a business situation is very different
in China,” programme leader Hong Seng Woo says. “Once we
started working on the MA we found it was equally applicable
to Chinese students wanting a masters degree that did not just
teach them the usual, general, international business.”

The degree, which starts in September, will take 30 stu-
dents and costs £ 3, 650 for home students and £ 7,500 for for-
eign students. Options include courses on the history and poli-
tics of the People’s Republic of China, law, business perfor-
mance and the economy. Students will have the chance to study
Mandarin? and may be able to visit China.

Nottingham Funds Physics Switch with Shanghai

Jacket potatoes from the canteen are the worst thing about
He Jiabao’s exchange visit to Nottingham University. Jiabao,
20, is one of four physics students from Fudan University,
Shanghai, spending a semester at Nottingham, while students
from Nottingham take their place at Fudan. The students are
living in halls of residence and working in the physics depart-
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ments of their host countries.

The fourth-year British students are working on computer
projects, in which Fudan is particularly strong. The Chinese
students are taking exams alongside English students.

One Chinese student has already applied to take a PhD at
Nottingham next year.

Nottingham paid travel and maintenance costs for all the
students and both universities waived® fees. Talks are ongoing
about how to continue the exchange.

The scheme was set up through Universitas 21, a consor-
tium® of research universities from all over the world.

Notes H¥
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@consortium n. Bk &
Reading Comprehension 3 i3 ¥ i

1. What can universities do to help the companies into Chinese
market?
A.Providing advices and practical route.
B. Financial support.
C.Cleaning the cultural obstacle.
D. Nothing.
2. Which of the following is not the right the provinces get ac-
cording to the new law?
A.Deciding university standard of entry.
B. Recruitment of staff.
C.Issuing of degree.
D.Building up a new university.
3. is the main force driving the cooperation between
China and England, according to the passage.
A. Cultural reasons
B. Political reasons
C.Commercial reasons
D. Tony Blair’s visit
4. Why is British Telecom involved in the cooperation between
universities?
A. British Telecom is anxious to break into the Chinese mar-
ket.
B.It has too much money.
C.1It wants to help the Manchester University.
D.It wants a help from Tsinghua University.
5. Initially, the lecturers at Middlesex University conceived of
a MA in Chinese management for
A. Chinese students
B.students from western countries
C. English students
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D. American students
Keys for Comprehension i FRAR & &
1.A 2.D 3.C 4.A 5.B



The Challenge
k2o 5 Pk A

REFAA, EFERERNT—IERNEFEREE
+HEENER, HAR S NEFINRES AL BR
RABDNAEX, SR, BREEL.EHXAREKR
BEBAKINE, BXMARBEFRTHEADRES
B FH, IR PRFUEANERPERD
BEHE, hRBR TRENZFERE, 90 FANHRE
HBEHK, AEEEE SERLERBAEEHRN
HEBSREARNER.

After a lull® of more than two decades, the contribution
of higher education to countries’ technological progress and e-

conomic development is once again attracting the attention of
economists (Reich 1991; Starr 1998) and development agen-

cies. ®The World Bank’s 1991 world development report argues
that technological progress and increased productivity are

closely linked with investment in human capital and the quality

of the economic environment.® The report concludes:
The opportunity for rapid development is greater today
than at any time in history. »
International links, in the form of trade and flows of in-
formation, investment and technology are stronger now than
forty years ago. Medicine, science and engineering have all
made great strides; the benefits are available worldwide.
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Scientific and technological capabilities are , however, dis-
tributed highly unequally in the world. Developing countries
account only for 13 percent of the world’s scientists and engi-
neers, and only 4 to 5 percent of global spending on research
and development, and most of this small share is concentrated
in a few countries: the East-Asian newly industrialized e-
conomies (NIES), Brazil, India, and Mexico (Castells 1989).

Institutions of higher education and research are central to

a_nation’s capacity to connect with the new international
knowledge system and adopt, adapt, and further develop the

new technologies. ® Yet in many developing countries they do
not play this role effec;ivgly. Enrollments have skyrocketed®

while funding® has stagiated. ©® Many of the brightest stu-
dents from developing countries avoid their national universi-
ties and enroll in universities in industrial countries. Many of
them, especially those with advanced degrees, are reluctant to
return because of the absence of research facilities, unfavor-
able economic conditions, or political considerations.

In large parts of the developing world higher education is
in the midst® of a crisis: the quality of teaching and learning
has dropped far below international standards and research ac-
tivities are underfunded and often of questionable merit. Once
famous institutions such as the University of Dakar, the Uni-
versity of Ibadan, Fourah Bay College, the University of La-
hore, and the University of Buenos Aires are today only faint
images of their illustrious past. Intellectually most developing
country institutions of higher learning are peripheral® to the
international scholarly community, although individual schol-
ars continue to do outstanding® scientific work.®

The crisis in higher education has affected not only low-in-

come countries in Africa and South Asia, but also middle-in-
come countries in Latin America. Its manifestations® usually

9



include overcrowding, inadequate staffing, deteriorating phys-
ical facilities, poor library resources, and insufficient scientific
equipment. The consequences are poor internal efficiency,

graduate unemployment, and limited scientific output (Salmi

1991; Zymelman 1990)®. The crisis partly reflects the eco-
nomic adversity® that many developing countries experienced
in the 1980s, but it is also a crisis of policy, or very often of
lack of policies.

The prospects for economic growth in the 1990s, although
better than in the 1980s, remain modest for most of the devel-
oping world outside East Asia. Economists project that real
growth of per capita GDP will be at most 0.5 percent in Sub-
Saharan Africa and less than 0.3 percent for all developing

countries taken together, although sound economic and social

policies could resuit in higher growth.® Nonetheless, in the
1990s higher education policy in most developing countries will
be made in a context of severe constraints? on public re-
sources. In this environment, policymakers will be faced with

hard choices if they are to increase the potential of higher edu-

cation to contribute effectively to development.® Morecover,
small countries will need to devise strategies to overcome the
effects of economies of scale, especially in scientific research
and graduate training, and the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe will need to redefine the objectives, processes, and
structures of higher education in the context of their transition
to market economies.

Notes ¥
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Oskyroket vi. ®F

®fund vt. K- AL 4

Dstagnate vi. {5 Hif

@M EMMEERFEBK, HRENHLEE,

@midst n. FH]

O peripheral adj. 14 H)

@outstanding adj. # 5 1
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13manifestation n. #H
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R

Dadversity n. 55

BEFFFRAMGTT, BRUBR LB F M SBOE TSR A
B R AR SR SRR, (B 3 N S v B e R R
REHREN 0.5%, WA T & B b B & &k, NERT
0.3%,

@constraint n. 5&H| 29K

BEXMAE S, RREEHEES ST K E U2 30 IR
FT R R RYITE, LA B R E R ML B,

Reading Comprehension 3335 P2 iR

1. In the first paragraph, the author suggests that
A. higher education begins to affect economic development
for the first time.
B. higher education affects economic development again.
C. higher education has been affecting economic develop-
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