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Taoism Culture and | Science

Abstract

The dissertation made a preliminary study on texts that reference to
Science and Technology in Tao-tsang (Taoist’s Patrology), the only
survived Canon of Taoism which contains about 1476 books, 5485
volumes printed in Ming. The fundamental works were set a complex
index of Tao-tsang, a database of scientific materials picked up from
Tao-tsang (both in computer software) and a classified catalogue of
books dealt with science.

Based on these works, - the dissertation concentrates on Taoist’s
contribution in Astronomy, Physics, Alchemy and Chemistry. life
Science (include Medicine, Biology and Psychology) and Technology.
sketching a short history of Taoist’s scientific activities, summarizes
their scientific thought. The great efforts were made to explain
Taoist’s scientific achievements, thus the author found some impor-
tant materials and discussed in detail for their value in the history of
science. Those were: 1) Solar Calendar; 2) Refraction; 3) Anatomic
diagram and model; 4) Brain and its function; 5) Parasite and their di-
agrams; 6)Cement; 7) Mirror polishing; 8)Glass making: 9) Herbolo-
gy:- 10) Pharmaceutics; 11) Climate forecast; 12)Marine Silk Road.

The dissertation also compares the different influence of Confucian-
ism. Buddhism and Taoism in science in ancient China, drew a con-
clusion that Taoist school played a unique role in the history of China’s
Science, made a great contribution to the development of Science in
China.
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