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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

The Anshun Di Opera (a local opera) is charact.erized by the use of primi-
tive masks," Itst'urpose was to dismiss evil spirits and give homage to the gods
which originat;d both from the ancient totem faith and the sorcerers’ cere—
monies. It became a religious opera in the Song Dynasty.

In 1381, Emperor Zhu Yuan-zhang marched south with his army and brought
this art into Guizhou, Since then it has been carried on from generation to
generation, .

For many years the author of this bpok has been cdllecting great amounts of
first~hand material about the Anshun Di Opera through on—-the—spét investigation,
Furthermore, he detailed the heritage of this precious folk art which has
proven invaluable for the studies of folklore, anthropology, religion,his-tory,
theater, art, literature and dance, A Frenchman, Jagues Pimpaneau, who is a
French expert commented, “This work uses a literary style to des-cribe the

_ folk customs,”
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