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Creativity has fascinated the Western world all along. Yet for whatever
reason it has always escaped systematic research and remained uncharted territo-
ry. Dr. Gottlieb Guntern and his International Foundation for Creativity and
Leadership in Zermatt, Switzerland, have set out to explore this territory in a
scientific way. And it is Dr. Guntern’ s merit to point out the significance of
creativity for the survival of this planet: It is the only resource to overcome the
ever increasing threats and limits to human life. And - if we were prepared to
give creativity the priority it deserves - it will be a resource abundant in quality
as well as quantity.

The world watches China emerging as a superpower. Having been in-
volved in China’ s reform and opening process for almost twenty years I came to
realize that our fates are inextricably linked . China also faces huge challenges .
Simple logic will not suffice to find the answers. Only very creative leadership.
on all levels will provide sustainable solutions for China and therefore for the
worlds .

I am wvery grateful to Professor Zheng Quanshui from Tsinghua University
in Beijing that he took the initiative to have Tsinghua University Press publish
this book in China . It provides at the same time scientifically meaningful and
fascinating insights in this barely discovered universe called creativity, be it
through exponents of the world of science, of art or of business. And it is in
particular this multidisciplinary approach to creativity and leadership that will
attract the reader .

It is my sincere hope that this book is only the beginning of a meaningful
dialogue between individuals and institutions of our two countries: a dialogue
on the decisive skill to master the future - a future Chira and Switzerland by ne-
cessity will have to share.

Dr. Ul Sigg
Ambassador of Switzerland
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“Leading yet not dominating,
this, the Primal Virtue.”
Lao Tsu: Tal Te Ching

China is a rising star, a country full of powerful resources,
one of its most precious being the creativity and leadership potential
of its people . Creative leadership is a virtually inexhaustible natu-
ral resource because outstanding performance of individuals or
groups always inspires and motivates further outstanding perfor-
mance .

It is a great honour for our International Foundation for Cre-
ativity and Leadership that this book appear in a nation whose bril-
liant history and culture have made it a shining example of out-
standing creative performance throughout the centuries; a nation
once again on the threshold of a mighty leadership role in today’ s
world .

I am therefore very grateful to Prof. Quanshui Zheng, who
took the initiative for the present publication and kindly supervised

the Chinese translation of the texts.
Gottlieb Guntern, Director

Martigny, Switzerland
September 1997
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