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Preface

The economical cooperation between China
and Europe has become closer during the last
decade and it will still gain intensity. Therefore a
mutual knowledge of the economical systems in
both regions has become extremely important. So
the present book on the EEC’s Antidumping Regu-
lations is published at the right time. It informs
profoundly on one of the central problems of Euro-



pean economic law. It helps to understand the
EEC’s economic policy. Above that it deserves at-
tention as an outstanding example of a comparative
survey which should stimulate similar competent
researches in China as well as in Europe.

Prof. Dr. iur. Reinhard Mussgnug
Ruprecht—Karls—University Heidelerg
Director of the Institute for

Financial and Tax Law
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Preface

During the 1980s, the average annual rate of
growth of China’s foreign trade exceeded 10%. In
contrast to the period before the reforms which be-



gan in the late 1970s, China’s foreign trade grew
more rapidly than the domestic economy. In some
regions of China, foreign trade became a powerful
engine of growth, affecting both the speed of do-
mestic development and the pace of structural and
technical transformation.

According to GATT statistics, China’s rank-
ing as a trading country increased more than any
other country in the world during the 1980s. This
rapid rate of growth was accompanied by a shift in
its sources during the 1980s. As the American e-
conomist Nicholas Lardy has pointed out,the surge
in the value of China’s exports in the late 1970s
and early 1980s came largely from decisions of the
state at the central level. Perhaps the most signifi-
cant of these decisions was to increase exports of
Chinese petroleum, which from 1977 to 1985 ac-
counted for one — third of China’s incremental ex-
port earnings. Other primary products under tight
central control, such as agricultural products and
minerals, also accounted for a significant share of
China’s exports during this early period of the re-
forms. After 1985,however,these pattern began to
change. The share of manufactured goods rose
from onehalf in 1985 to more than three —fourths
by 1991. The most significant case of this shift in
the composition of China’s exports after 1985 was
the rapid growth of textiles and other light manu-
factured goods.

Just as important as the shift in the composi-
tion of China’s trade during the 1980s was the de-
centralization of the institutions of foreign trade.
Before 1985, China’s exports were determined by a
comprehensive foreign trade plan, carried out by a
relatively small number of specialized foreign trade
companies , each carrying out trade in specialized,
nonoverlapping product areas. After 1985, howev-
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er, this arrangement underwent dramatic change,
with significant growth in the number of entities
authorized to engage in foreign trade and a decline
in the scope of the foreign trade plan. The eventual
result of these trends was to increase the influence
of international prices on the domestic prices of ex-
ports.

The reduction of central control over the
quantity , composition and pricing of China’s ex-
ports occurred at the same time that increasing
global competitiveness was becoming more and
more apparent to the world’s more highly devel-
oped economies. In such a context,certain econom-
ically competitive actions by exporting firms may
seem to disturb the ”level playing field” of interna-
tional trade. Thus,dumping,certain subsidies,and
intellectual property infringement have all come to
be regarded as “unfair” trade practices. As China’s
exports have increased, they have become subject
to more and more charges of dumping. The fact
that more countries are adopting antidumping laws
increases this exposure. Also, when Chinese ex-
ports are relative newcomers to a foreign market,
their success in that market will appear most
threatening to domestic producers of competing
products. As a result,dozens of Chinese products
exported to other countries have been subjected to
antidumping proceedings.

The need for Chinese policy makers and ex-
porters to understand the details and operation of
its trading partners’ antidumping laws has never
been greater. Thus, this book written by Yang
Jian is appearing at a critical time. Knowledge of
this book’s contents will help Chinese exporters to
understand the impact of other countries’ an-
tidumping laws.

The volume begins with a conceptual discus-
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sion of antidumping laws and traces their evolution
through the GATT Uruguay Round. Of even
greater practical significance is the book’s attention
to the details of antidumping law and practice in
many of China’s major export markets. These in-
clude the laws in the highly developed economies of
the European Community, Japan and the United
States,as well as Canada and Austraila. The vol-
ume does not stop there,but goes on to analyze the
more recently adopted antidumping laws of the
more newly industrializing economies of South Ko-
rea and Mexico. The analysis is made even more
useful by detailed discussion of specific cases which
have arisen involving Chinese exports to various
countries, such as the EC magnesium oxide case
and the U. S. refined antimony trioxide case. This
is followed by a very useful comparative analysis of
the various countries’ antidumping laws. On the
basis of the preceding analysis, Mr. Yang con-
cludes by providing valuable advice as to how the
Chinese goverment and Chinese enterprises can
minimize the exposure of Chinese exports to an-
tidumping sanctions. He also provides valuable in-
sight into the framework of China’s own emerging
antidumping law.

MR. Yang has brought together in this work
much useful information which should be of great
help to Chinese exporters and policy makers. It has
been a special pleasure for me, as one of Mr,
Yang’s teachers at Nankai University, to see how
he has so quickly mastered the intricacies of the an-
tidumping laws of so many of china’s trading part-
ners. As China’s integration into the world econo-
my continues to deepen, the lessons in this book
will become more and more important. Mr. Yang
has provided a valuable service in making so much
information available to Chinese readers and ana-
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lyzing it so clearly and effectively.

Clyde Stoltenberg
Professor of Business Law

University of Kansas,-U.S. A.
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