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Preface

As prospective graduate students concerned with pro-
fessional advancement, you know the importance of
using good tools and drawing on solid research. In this
Eleventh Edition of Barron's How to Prepare for the
GRE, we offer you both.

This revision contains the truits of our close study of
all recent GRE General Tests made public by the
Graduate Record Examinations Board. We have scruti-
nized hundreds of actual GRE questions, traced dozens
of GRE reading passages to their sources, analyzed
subsets of questions by order of difficulty and question
type. In the process, we have come up with the following
features, which should make this Eleventh Edition partic-
ularly helpful to you:

Actual GRE Questions Analyzed

The Eleventh Edition takes you step by step through
dozens of verbal, mathematical, and analytical questions
from actual published GREs, showing you how to soive
thern and how to avoid going wrong.

Testing Tactics

The Eleventh Edition provides you with dozens of

_ proven, highlighted testing tactics that will help you
attack the different types of questions cn the GRE.

High-Frequency Word List

The Eleventh Edition gives you a new, updated 300-word
High Frequency Word List, 300 words from abate to
zealot that have been shown by computer analysis to
occur and reoccur on actual published GREs, plus

Barron’s 3,500-word Master Word List, the college-level
vocabulary list for 40 years.

Comprehensive Mathematics Review

The Eleventh Edition presents you with extensive mathe-
matical review materials that provide a refresher course
for students primarily involved in nonscientific disciplines.

GRE-Modeled Tests

The Eleventh Edition offers you a full-length Diagnostic
Test geared to the current GRE, a diagnostic 123t that will
enable you to pinpoint your areas of weakness right
away and concentrate your review on subjects in which
you need most work, plus five additional Model Tests, alt
with answers completely explained, that in format, diffi-
culty, and content echo today’s GRE.

Computer GRE Update

The Eleventh Edition intreduces you to the latest fashion
in GRE testing—the adaptive, computer-based GRE—
informing you of the advantages and disadvantages of
the computerized test and helping you determine which
form of the GRE suits you.

This Eleventh Edition once more upgrades what has long
been a standard text. It reflects the contributions of
numerous teachers, editors, and coaches, and the dedi-
cation of the staff at Barron's, especiaily Linda Turner.
We, the authors, are indebted to all these individuals and
to our publisher, Manuel H. Barron, for their ongoing
efforts to make this book America’s outstanding GRE
study guide.



TIMETABLE FOR THE GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION

IMPORTANT NOTE: This is a typical format only. The GRE you take may be slightly different. The order oi the sections
will probably vary.

Total Time: 3 hours, 40 minutes

Time
Section Allowed Description
1 30 minutes Verbal Ability

7 sentence completion questions

9 analogy questions
11 reading comprehension questions
11 antonym questions

2 30 minutes Verbal Ability
7 sentence completion questions
9 analogy questions

11 reading comprehension questions

11 antonym questions

3 30 minutes Quantitative Ability

15 quantitative comparison questions

10 discrete quantitative (standard multiple-choice) questions
5 data interpretation questions (tables/graphs)

10-minute break

4 30 minutes Quantitative Ability

15 quantitative comparison questions

10 discrete quantitative (standard multiple-choice) questions
5 data interpretation questions

5 30 minutes Analytical Ability
19 analytical reasoning questions
6 logical reasoning questions

6 30 minutes : Analytical Ability
19 analytical reasoning questions

6 logical reasoning questions

7 30 minutes Verbal, Quantitative, or Analytical Ability
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The purpose of this section is to familiarize you with the
kinds of questions that appear on the GRE by reprinting
guestions from recent GREs with the permission of Edu-
cational Testing Service. Knowing what to expect when
you take the examination is an important step in prepar-
ing for the test and succeeding in it.

Verhal Section
Sentence Completion Questions

Directions: Each sentence below has one or two blanks,
each blank indicating that something has been omitted.
Beneath the sentence are five lettered words or sets of
words. Choose the word or set of words for each blank
that best fits the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

I. The paradoxical aspect of the myths about Demeter,
when we consider the predominant image of her as a
tranquil and serene goddess, is her ------- search for
her daughter.

(A) extended (B) agitated
(D) motiveless (E) heartless

(C) comiprehensive

GRE %1 F oy {7 = 30 7 B 471 2B 2
HB i H£% R, THFL $ENAE. MAR
KA Z X ERNZKE +F FHEH,
EHREE FFHEL KEFE . S EHRE
EZEM.

e

IRK Z 471

FREBMER. FRHERM. HHEKR,
SRR S . RRIEEE S T e
HEK.

T AT Y A

IREH U A EES ARET
M S ZE AR BT M — 5 R EF R
EHEEEERE L. L METH S
B .

2. Since she believed him to be both candid and trust-
worthy, she refused to consider the possibility that
his statement had been ------- .

(B) facetious (C) mistaken

(E) insincere

(A) irrelevant
(D) critical

3. During the 1960s assessments of the family shifted
remarkably, from general endorsement of it as a
worthwhile, stable institution to widespread ------ it
as an oppressive and bankrupt one whose ------- was
both imminent and welcome.

(A) fiight from..restitution

(B) fascination with..corruption
(C) rejection of..vogue

(D) censure of..dissolution

(E) relinquishment of ..ascent

4. The sheer bulk of data from the mass media seems to

overpower us and drive us to ------- accounts for an
easily and readily digestible portion of news.
(A) insular

(B) investigative
(C) synoptic
(D) subjective
(E) sensational

*GRE test questions selected from Practicing to Take the GRE General Test — No. 4,5,7, & 8, Educational Tasting Service, 1886,
1987, 1989, 1990. Reprinted by permission ol Educational Testing Service. Permission to repnnt the above material does not constitute
review or endorsement by Educaticnal Testing Service of this publication as a whole or of any other testing inforrnation il may contain.




5. People should not be praised for their virtue if they
lack the energy to be ------- ; in such cases, goodness
is merely the effect of ------- .

{A) depraved. hesitation
(B) cruel. .effortlessness
(C) wicked. .indolence
(D) unjust..boredom
(E) iniquitous..impiety

Analogy Questions

Directions: In each of the following questions, a related
pair of words or phrases is followed by five lettered pairs
of words or phrases. Select the lettered pair that best
expresses a relationship similar to that expressed in the
original pair.

6. AMORPHOUSNESS : DEFINITION ::
(A) lassitude : energy
(B) spontaneity : awareness
(C) angularity : intricacy
(D) rectitude : drabness
(E) precision : uniformity

7. PHILATELIST : STAMPS ::
(A) numismatist : coins
(B) astrologer : predictions
(C) geneticist : chromosomes
(D) cartographer : maps
(E) pawnbroker : jewelry

8. PROCTOR : SUPERVISE ::
(A) prophet : rule
(B) profiteer : consume
(C) profligate : demand
(D) prodigal : squander
(E) prodigy : wonder

9. FLLAG : VIGOR
(A) endure : courage
(B) tire : monotony
(C) question : perception
(D) waver : resolution
(E) flatter : charm

10. EMBROIDER : CLOTH ::
(A) chase : metal
(B) patch : quilt
(C) gild : gold
(D) carve : knife
(E) stain: glass

Reading Comprehension Questions

Directions: The passage is followed by questions based
on its content. After reading the passage, choose the best
answer to each question. Answer all questions following
the passage on the basis of what is stated or implied in
the passage.

Visual recognition involves storing and retrieving mem-
ories. Neural activity, triggered by the eye, forms an image
in the brain’s memory system that constitutes an internal

representation of the viewed object. When an object is
encountered again, it is matched with its internal represen-
tation and thereby recognized. Controversy surrounds the
question of whether recognition is a parallel, one-step
process or a serial, step-by-step one. Psychologists of the
Gestalt school maintain that objects are recognized as
wholes in a parallel procedure: the internal representation
is matched with the retinal image in a single operation.
Other psychologists have proposed that internal represen-
tation features are matched serially with an object’s fea-
tures. Although some experiments show that, as an object
becomes familiar, its internal representation becomes
more holistic and the recognition process correspondingly
more parallel, the weight of evidence seems to support the
serial hypothesis, at least for objects that are not notably
simple and familiar.

11. The author is primarily concerned with

(A) explaining how the brain receives images

(B) synthesizing hypotheses of visual recognition

(C) examining the evidence supporting the serial-
recognition hypotheses

(D) discussing visual recognition and some
hypotheses proposed to explain it

(E) reporting on recent experiments dealing with
memory systems and their relationship to
neural activity

12. According to the passage, Gestalt psychologists
make which of the following suppositions about vis-
ual recognition?

I. A retinal image is in exactly the same form as
its internal representation.
1. Anobject is recognized as a whole without any
need for analysis into component parts.
III.  The matching of an object with its internal rep-
resentation occurs in only one step.

(A) I only

(B) III only

(C) 1 and III only
(D) I and Ul only
(E) I, 11, and III

13. It can be inferred from the passage that the matching
process in visual recognition is

(A) not a neural activity

(B) not possible when an object is viewed for the
very first time

(C) not possible if a feature of a familiar object is
changed in some way

(D) only possible when a retinal image is received
in the brain as a unitary whole

(E) now fully understood as a combination of the
serial and parallel processes

14. Interms of its tone and form, the passage can best be
characterized as

(A) a biased exposition

(B) a speculative study

(C) a dispassionate presentation
(D) an indignant denial

(E) a dogmatic explanation




