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Preface

The editors of the text ENGLISH READING AND WRIT-
ING SKILLS have developed a volume that is a useful com-
bination of two vital areas of learx{ing English as a second
language. This volume covers the areas of factual reading,
inferentlal. reading, critical reading and style-reading.

It is necessary for students of English as a Foreign Lan-
guage to improve their skills in these areas. In doing so they
will increase their effectiveness in their academic and profes-
sional lives. This volume stresses the importance of vaious
forms of reading that are vital for the students progress.

They will learn to assess factual reading so that they
can fully understand the facts being presented. ‘

In articles written with an inferential slant, students’
will be given guidance to be able to understand the meanings
that are suggested by the writers. . _

The book will also explore critical reading. Students
will develop their own critical abilities when reading materi-
als.

Finally, the text explores special reading skills by read-
ing acqording to styles. Students are guided through this
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process by being given explanations, examples and exercises
to increase their comprehonsion abilities. .

Writing skills in these books are discussed systematical-
ly by choice of words, sentence functions, organising pat-
terns, and the rhetorical principles (unity, coherence vari--
ety, emphasis).

Integrated into the text are various exercises that are
‘desi»gned to broaden the students’ vocobulary and :writing a-
bility.. These exercises give the students the opportunity to
learn words that will be useful for their daily functioning
with English as a Foreigh language. As well, their writing

skills will be greatly proved.

Foreign Teacher of Chungqing Teachers College

Janet Bernice Passchier

September 30,1995
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