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Unit One

Children Education
Useful words and expressions concerning the topic
Parental Influence (ZZHAYKM) suspicious FEER
help e too hard on SFERM.EHHN
affect En over-expective 1948 {8 5 w5 #Y
raise E Persons Concerned (FXRIA)
bring up HE " parents g i3
feed ¥ 3 nurse .{%Eﬁ",iﬁ'ﬂ:
nourish B9, 083k babysitter () RERILMA
rear HmA.MEF caretaker RER BREBETHA
nurse A, teacher F A ]
encourage o educator BETHE
provide security B/ RiEES psychologist DHR¥R
soothe fear/pain ZIH BB TR/EX children BT, JLE
relieve the distress % [ 4 1 baby : L3N
give loving care - RTFEE infant &L
put pressure on. .. Ji]ereeee )] kid PMEEF
expect MEl,. & teenage PEFIILSHETF
treat X # youngster A SRR A
educate BT RERY Children Education (BFRHBW)
reward . L5 nursery FE LAY
do harm to Xfo W kindergarten shILE
spoil BE.ER primary/elementary school /h3¥
ignore R, ER secondary /middle school
Attitudes Towards Children (SR FHSE) orphanage CPOLBE
kind to ' xE nourishment Y, m *
supportive XEN » moral education MEH
strict with = ‘cooperative learning S{E% Y S IR A
responsible for £ W89 traditional model - BB
proud of S sasere AR 3 discipline K-
happy with WX FEM,WE  Positive values I o
worried about mon. w0 onivesalvabes AN —ReHE
adventurous HER )

« ]



Others (Rft) . . . deformed BEH, RE¥H

" imaterialiém | WIS, WRE X disabled Rt
greedy REN, RLH self-respect BN
listless WEFL, TWITRE aggressive T

inactive AERKRY . o L R

e iy
ISE R

Part 1 Listening: The Effect of Supportive
Parental Help

Task 1  Listen to the passage and then choose the best answer JSrom thg four supplied

options. -

1. When her mother came home one day, the narrator of the storj’ was

A)teaching about 5 to 6 babies to dance’

B)helping a dozen babies to move theu‘ hands

C)collecting . babies of the neighbourhood

D)making babies sit before her on the floor ‘ )

2. The attitude of the narrator’s mother towards her action was one of
Addespise ‘ B)contempt
C)support _ DJindifference

3. The narrator thought that ballet was

A)the most graceful dance ‘

B)stiff , ugly and unnatural

C)a dance that disturbed her dream

D)an invisible world into which she might enter

4. According to the narrator, she owed her success in art to __ .

A)the good education her parents gave her '

B)the support of her understanding and courageous mother

C)her unusual inborn talent ‘ "
D)her strict ballet teacher Lo .

5. It can be inferred from the passage that in the narrator’s opinion’ - "' . iee
A)anything original and beautiful should be discovered in children as soon as possible
B)the so-called good education only dnves the children to commonplace o
C)mothers should be brave and supportive
D)ballet is no good as a form of dance .

Task I Listen to the passage a‘gainv and fill in the blanks with the information you've got.

1. How old was the narrator when she first tried to be a “teacher??- .

« 2



2. What did the mother do as she got the explanation from: her daughter?

" 3. How was the school getting on later?

4. What did the narrator receive as a reward from these children’s parents?

5. Did the narrator like the ballet class or not?

6. What was the ballet teacher’s explanation to the girl’s question?

7. How many times did the girl go to the ballet class altogether?

8. What adjectives did the narrator use to describe her mother’s spirit?

9. What is the narrator’s attitude towards the so-called education many parents try to give
their children? S

10. What is the main idea of the short passage?

Part I  Speaking: A Teacher’s View on Parents’
Attitude to Children

Directions: Imagine you are a primary school teacher and you don’t quite agree with some
parents in the way their children are treated. Make a short speech to illustrate
your view. The following patterns and expressions are provided as a guide; You
may also go back to the Listening Part for reference. Practice the speech several
times and then compare your speech with the one on the tape.

Pdtterns and expressions:

. 1. As teachers, we... (educate children that parents send off to school).

2. But have you ever wondered. .. (what goes through a teacher’s mind as he or she tries to

teach your kids)?

3. Have you ever thought about... (what the teacher expects of .you, the parents)?

4. Parents can be... (supportive or suspicious).

5. They can be. .. -(helpful to the teacher, or be in need of help themselves). ..

6. Sometimes, I think. .. (parents are too hard on their children).

7.1 often have the problem of... (parents coming in and telling me how they really treat

s 3




their kids).

8. They tell me that... (they usually stand over their kids when they do their homework.
They check their work and make a big fuss over the grades).

9. My response usually is... (well, he is really a good kid).

10. We want parents to realize the fact that... (teachers are professional at working with
children).
11. Because of. .. (their specialized training, teachers can be realistic about children).

12. Teachers know that... (parents want their children to do well and to behave well).
13. But teachers know better. .. (what children should be able to do at different ages and
stages). ‘ . : ,
14. They don’t expect. .. (the 8year-olds to do the work that can only be done by the 12-
year-olds).

15. Parents, on the contrary . often expect. .. (their children to do what is usually beyond
thier age and ability ).

16. Obviously, this may... (do great harm to the children’s development).

Part T Reading. Children Education

Passage A THE CULTIVATION OF BABY LOVE

t the base of an infant’s social life is its first experience of love. During the first two

years, infants normally' acquire a basic sense of attachment. By ‘attachment, we

mean a feeling of dependence, trust, and the.desire to be physically close to the
major caregiver, usually the mother. Developmentalists such as Erik Erikson believe that
the basic trust formed during this period provides the foundation for all other social and
emotional development,

We do not know how quickly infants develop attachment. Psychologists had once
believed that infants in the first few weeks of life were not yet able to distinguish their
mother from other peaple, but recent research indicates that they are able to. By six months
or so, they have clearly developed attachment. One indication of this is that many infants
will cry if their mothers disappear. from sight. Also; children ioften will show fear and
distress in the presence of a stranger. The presence of a caretaker will soothe them.

What is the basis of the infant’s attachment to its mother? Some learning theorists
believe that the attachment between mother and child develops because of the child’s ability
to cry and smile. Crying and smiling are innate responses in infants; these responses reflect
the child’s need states, which the child communicates in a primitive way to parents. The
child cries when in distress, and the parent relieves the distress. At this point, the child

smiles (which in a sense rewards the parent’siactions). The behaviors of parents and infants

o 4



are mutually reinforcing—-the infant provides smiles and the parent provides food and care—
so both parties become attached.

For some time psychologists thought that the nourishment provided by the parent was
the principal reinforcer for infants, but research suggests that the physical comfort provided
by parents may be even more important. Harry and Margaret Harlow conducted several
experiments on infant monkeys who were separated from their mothers at birth and rea;ed
with surrogate, or substitute, mothers. In some cases the surrogate mother was made of
wire with a wooden block for a head. This was not a very cozy mother.to cuddle up to. In
other cases, the surrogate mother had a soft, cuddly, terrycloth body. In one experiment,

the infant monkeys were raised in a cage, with both the terrycloth “mother” and the wire
“mother. ” However, only.the wire mother was equipped with a milk bottle, so nourishment
came from the wire mother alone.

The Harlows and their associates observed the behavior of the infants and discovered an
important tendency. The infant'nmﬁkey had become attached to the terrycloth mother,
even though the wire mother provided the food. If an infant monkey was frightened (by
sounds, lights, or a new object), it would seek the security of the terrycloth mother. It
would feed from the wire mother’s bottle, but it spent most of its time with the cloth-
covered mother. Also, when an infant monkey proceeded to investigate the case, it would
keep one foot on the terrycloth mother and would return and-cling to.this surrogate mother
whenever frightened. These results suggest that contact comfort is in many ways more
tmportant for artachment than nourishiment. _ .

Even though the terrycloth mothers provided the infant monkeys with security, these
monkeys did not develop into normal adults. While they were less disturbed than monkeys
raised only with wire mothers, as adults they exhibited disturbed behavior. They constantly
rocked, sucked on themselves, and behaved in an aggressive manner when released into a
group of monkeys. This behavior lasted through their adult lives.

Obviously, the terrycloth and wire ‘motheérs were not cﬁbug}i. Attachment to real
monkeys seemed important for the young monkeys-to develop into proper adults. But need
the mother be present for this to occur? Harry Harlow looked at this question as well. He
found that infant monkeys that were separated from their mothers and raised with other
infants showed more clinging behavior and tended to be more timid as adults than normally
reared monkeys. These infants showed some negative effects of being raised without a
mother, but they were not so badly affected as infants who were raised completely isolated
from other monkeys.

Of course, you may have doubts about generalizing to humans from experiments with
monkeys. This is a reasonable doubt. But we should note that apes and monkeys are our
closest nonhuman relatives. Thus, we may suspect that some similarities might exist. Also,

studies of children brought up in orphanages show that those who, are not given ' the
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opportunity to form strong attachments to caregivers suffer from social and emotional
difficulties.

Harlow also tested whether or not the effects of early isolation could be reversed. In one
study, he placed young monkeys who-had not been isblated with older monkeys that had
been isolated. The younger monkeys showed a lot of clinging behavior, and very little
aggressive behavior. The usual response of the younger monkeys was to cling and attach
themselves to the older monkeys. Over time, the isolates.reciprocated this behavior, and
after six months the isolates behaved much like the younger monkeys. The younger
monkeys apparently provided nonthreatening models to the isolates.

Studies of young children in orphanages have shown. that giving loving attention and
care to formerly neglected babies improves their lives significantly. Listless, dull babies
became lively, normal youngsters when they were lovingly cared for. In one study, the
children who did not receive loving care became mentally retarded and remained
institutionalized all of their livés, while the others who were cared for developed into normal
adults living 'in the community. We should point out that this series of studies merely
observed some orphanages; it was not an experiment. It would appear that the effects of the
early experience of isolation may be: correctable. Recently, a review of twenty studies on
early separation of mothers from their children indicated that children do not usually suffer
permanent harm from this experience. What seems to matter is that someone should give
loving care to the infants, |

We have emphasized attachment to the principal caretaker, but typically by one year of
age children extend their attachments to others, such as the father, grandparents, and other
caretakers. « Also at this time the fear of strangers, which peaks around eight months,
begins to decrease, and will be reduced markedly by the time the child is eighteen months
old. The attachment to others provides the foundation for future social relationships.

Task I  Choose the best answer from the four supplied options according to the passage.

1. Which sentence best.expresses the central point of the selection?
A)Infant nourishment is relatively unimportant. ‘
B)Strong parental attachment in the infancy appears to form the foundation for normal

-social development. o ) . .

C)Physical comfort from a fake parent was insufficient for normal development.
D)Loving care can overcome some of the disadvantages of early neglect.

2. The main idea of paragraphs 4 and 5 is
Adexpressed in the last sentence of paragraph 3 .
B)expressed in the first sentence of paragraph 4 and the last sentence of paragraph 5
Clexpressed in the second sentence of paragraph 4 and the first sentence of paragraph 5
D)not. openly stated but only implied



3. Which of the following best expresses the implied main idea of paragraph 9?7
A)Harlow tested whether or not the effects of early isolation could be reversed.
B) The young monkeys in Harlow’s experiment showed a lot of clinging behavior and very

little aggressive behavior.
C)One of Harlow's experiments suggests that it is posstble to'overcome the.effects of early
isolation.
D)One of Harlow’s experiments suggests that the young monkeys generally make good
models for older monkeys.

4. The word “listless” in paragraph 10 means .
A)inactive B)unfriendly
C)deformed D)disabled ’

5. Some learning theorists believe that infants ‘'and mothers form attachment to each other
A)in all situations -

B)when the child is in distress
C)betause the mother provides smiles
D)because their behaviors reinforce one another

6. In forming an attachment,

A)touch appears to be more important than food
B)isolation is best of all
C)monkeys prefer wire mothers to terrycloth mothers

- D)food seemis to be of .no importance at all
Task 'A]I Give a brie f qnswér to each of the following questioﬁs.

1. How is the word “attachment” defined?

2. What function does the!presence of a caretaker have for children in fear and distress?

oL

8. What is the “mutual reinforcement” between an infant and its mother?

‘4. Why wasn’t the “wire mother” in Harlow’s experiment a cozy mother to cuddle up to?

[E2VS IV A

5.Did infant monkeys raised with terrycloth: mothers develop into normal adults? -
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6. What reasons did the author give to persuade you to believe Harlow’s experiments?

7. What can be learned from the studies of young children in orphanages?

8. At one-year old, whom may the children extend their attachments to?

Passage B THE NEW MORAL CLASSROOM

second-grade teacher gathers her students around her and asks, “What is share?”

When no one responds, she picks up a hand puppet and says, “Qkay, let’s see what

‘share’ means. ” She designates the children on her left as the “sharing group” and
asks them to show the others how to share the puppet. A little girl plays with it briefly.
then hands it to the boy next to her. He tries it on, then, giggling, turns it over to the boy
next to him, and so on.

“Good!” the teacher exclaims. “That’s sharing. Now look at their faces,” she says,
pointing to the smiling children on her left. “Are they happy or sad when they share?”
“Happy!” the children exclaim.

This is an example of the many approaches being used to teach morals to children in
hundreds of classrooms around the nation. But such approaches stir passions among those
who oppose any discussion of values in the schools. Some argue that children come from so
many different cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds that it is difficult to agree on

~which values to teach. Others say that even if they could agree on values, they don’t know
how to teach ethics outside of a framework provided by religion. A

Mary Ellen Saterlie of Maryland’s Baltimore County describes how her large, diverse
school district developed its approach to moral education. First, a district-wide task force
made up of educators, parents and other representatives from the black, middle-class white,
Jewish and elderly communities met to examine how the county was already handling the
teaching of values. They worked out a long list of values to include in a more deliberate
program.

“We concluded that no one wants to. be told what their values are or what they should
teach,” Saterlie says. “So we decided to base our list of values on those found in the
Consititution, ” she says. Eventually, the group came up with 24 “core values,” including
compassion , .courtesy , freedom of thought and action, honesty, human worth.and dignity,

respect for other’s rights, responsible citizenship, rule of law, and tolerance.
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Cooperative learning, a hot trend in education, involves small groups of children
working on a common, usually academic task to promote cooperation , - problem-solving skills
and the ability to seé other points of view. “We think it’s important. for kids to know there
are these values—caring, fairness, helpfulness, concern for others and. individual
reponsibility—and that they are widely and deeply shared w1th1n the culture, explams Frtc
Schaps, a social psychologist. “But we think it’s also 1mportant to prov1de ktds with the
direct experience of those values. ”

Despite the advent of new approaches to moral education, most educators and
communities today, however, eventually center on the traditional model of character
development. This strategy attempts to develop ‘a student’s ‘character - through direct
instruction in positive social values, coherent school policies, a recognition system for
students and schools that demonstrate good citizenship, and a consistent and firmly enforced
system of discipline; : . ‘ :

Character development is part of the “great tradition” that originated in: ancient and
primitive cultures, explains University of Illinois education professor Edward Wynne. How
students act from day to day is more important than their ability to reason through a moral
problem. The mundane specifies range from being polite to telling the truth when-it’s easier
to lie as George Washington did in the cherry tree fable. ) _

After a generation of dissension and confusion, schools have turned their attention back
to the moral fiber of their yourg charges. -The highcosts of neglect have becoime
unbearable. There would be less materialism and greed, which are the driving forces behind
the public scandals. People would be able to take responsibility for their actions, such as
accepting blame when they make mistakes. Employeés wouldn*t steal so much from their
employers, students would cheat less. People would have more self-respect and would abuse
drugs and alcohol less; people would feel less alienated. There would be less violence and
greater participation in thé democratic government., . -

As support for moral ‘education grows, ‘more schools will - join the movernent. They
have no choice. “There is a hunger for morality in the land,” says Thomas Lickona, a
developmental psychologist. “People really do want to create a society where they can count
on their neighbors to be decent human beings. The schools can’t ignore them' and the

families know they can’t do it alone”

Task W Are the following statements true (T) or false (F ) according to the passage?
1. Many children of the "60s and 705 grew up holdmg the behef that there were no umversal
values. -( ~ ) .
‘ 2 Some people object to motal instruction in' schools because- they ‘cannot agree on Wthh
values to teach. '( )
3. Moral education programs are being developed only for "upper-class ‘school-
L] 9 e
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