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A Brief Introduction of the book

Topic Engiish Flyover is a book written for non-English majors above
Band 4 level. Its guiding principle is the National Syllabus and its objective is
to improve students’ practical proficiency in English. It will train the
students’ communicative skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and
translating with a series of integrated exercises.

Topic English Flyover is basically topic/function approached. It contains
10 units with each one focusing on only one topic and the application of a few
related functions. Each unit is divided into five parts. The five partsjvaried in
style or in discourse,all centre on the séme topic in order to get a recycling
and reenforcing effect. Different situations and notions are introduced to
coordinate naturally with different functions. Various forms of exercises are
provided to ensure the progress. It is expected that the emphasized aspects
may largely cover students immediate and target needs. '

The characteristic of the book is its good exploitation of the receptive
skills (listening, reading) to train the productive skills (speaking, writing,
translating ) and vice versa. It does not only provide the students with new
input,but also,and more importantly,helps the students to transfer the input
into practical applicatic;n and gradually learn to use different skills better and
eventually improve their English proficiency to a higher level.

The five parts are;

1. Listening : This part opens the door to each unit and functions as warm-up
section for the following parts. It contains dialogues or a talk/a discussion/
a monologue of about 500 words. Two or three tasks are provided to
facilitate and check the comprehension.

2. Speaking : It contains a short passage/monologue of about 300~400 words
in spoken style,which is closely related to the content of the listening part.
Some useful patterns and expressions (about 15) are given to guide the
speaker. The model speech is provided both on tape (for another chance to

train your listening) and in Scripts for reference.




3. Reading: This is the longest part of the whole unit. It includes one passage of about 1000
words which enlarges and reenforces the listening and speaking materials ;one or two more
passages for extensive reading practice; four to six tasks to ensure a thorough
understanding.

4. Writing: Two different forms of writing tasks are designed for this part: 1). A
composition. Some sentences (in English or in Chinese) have been provided to guide the
students in this exercise, And 2). An abstract/summary of the major passage. The
samples are provided in Model Compositions for reference.

5. Translating; This part provides students with an opportunity to go back to the previous
parts. In this part,20 to 30 sentences centring the major functions and la’nguage points are
assigned for translation practice,10/15 sentences from English to Chinese (mainly selected
from the materials in the unit),and 10/15 from Chinese to English (focusing on the
emphasised patterns,expressions and functions of the very unit). Suggested versions are
provided in Key for the students to refer to.

The 10 topics and functions concerned are;

1. On Some Social Occasions
(introducing people,giving thanks,expressing emotions)

2. Life on Campus
(describing, presenting , narrating )

3. Cultural Differences
(making comparison and contrast)

4. Sports Enjoyment
(giving comments,narrating and explaining)

5. Points to Bear in Mind in Job- Hunting
(enquiring and acquiring information,giving advice)

6. The Selection of a Suitable Career
(expressing satisfaction and dissatisfaction,giving opinions)

7. In Some Cases of Emergency
(warning ,reminding ,asking for help)

8. Some English Study Skills

 (giving suggestions and advice,agreeing and disagreeing)

9. Something about Advertising
(persuading, negotiating ,encouraging ,reassuring)

10. Environment Protection

(showing concern,warning)
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Unit One

On Some Social Occasions

i Useful patterns concerning the ‘iopic;

i

I  Greetings
A — Good afternoon/morning/evening. Long time no see.

— Yeah,it’s been a long time. Too long.
B — Hello] How’re things with you?
—— Fine, thanks. How’re you doing?"




I

C

D

. —— Hey! How’re you (doing)?

—— Just so-so. How about you?

—— Hi! How’s it going?
—— Not bad. And you?

Farewell and Leave-takings

A

\

—— Bye-bye/Good-bye.

—— Bye.

—— Enjoy talking with you this afternoon.
—It’s my pleasure,t00.

—— See you again.

—— Sure thing.

—— See you later.

—— See you.

—— Take care of yourself.

—— Good-bye.

—— Take it easy.

—— You,too:f‘i

~——— Thank you for a lovely. afternoon/ evening/meal.
— Thank you for coming to see us.

Introduciﬁg People .

A

B

Allow me to i;};pduceinyself. I’m Lucy.
Hello. My namei"a‘?wPeter.

Hii I’ m Ruth. ’

I’ d like to introduce myself. I’ m Betty.
I’d tike you to meet my friend » John.

I don’ t’ihini: “yéﬁu know Stephen. |

Let me introduce my wife to you.

May I introduce my classmate to you?
May I introduce myself? My name’s Bob.
Nice/Pleased to meet you. I’m Michael.

Giving Thanks
Thanks/Thank you/Thanks a lot.
That was very kind of you.

It was very nice of you to help me.

_How can I ever thank you enough?

I appreciate what you’ ve done for my family.

_.2._.



V  Giving Compliments
Congratulations!
I must congratulate you. That was a brilliant/wonderful performance.
Marvelous! I’m so glad you’ ve made it.
That’s a lovely dress.
Well done! .
You look very well. Very well indeed.

Your new hair-cut is very attractive.

Part I Listening: Introducing and Greeting People

Directions: Listen to the dialogues of introducing and greeting people on different social

occasions. Listen carefully and then do the exercises.

Task I  Write your brief answers with the information you have got from the dialogues.

Dialogue A AT A SEMINAR

A\l

1. How many speakers are talking?

2. Who is Professor Marlow?

3. Why is Professor Marlow late for the seminar?

4. What is the relationship between the speakers?

Dialogue B AT A CHRISTMAS PARTY

5. Who is John?

6. Where haé Karen been?

7. What does Lucy offer to the Browns and John?

Dialogue C | AT MR. SMITH’S OFFICE

8. Where does Emily Cheng work in China?



9. Who is Harry Smith?

10. Why has Emily Cheng come to see Harry Smith?

Task T Choose the best answers from the four supplied options according to the three
dialogues. '
1. Jennifer doesn’t know where they should sit mainly because
a. they have no tickets
b. there are no free seats.
c. they don’t know whom to sit together with
d. they are late for the seminar
2. Steve is waiting for Professor Marlow so as to
a.introduce Jennifer and Rani to him
b. talk with him about the Childrer;’ s Magazine
c.find a parking lot for him
d. talk about his essay for publication
3. Which one is not the reason why John has come to visit China?
- a. To meet Karen’s students. ' ‘
b. To tour around China.
c. To enjoy a White Christmas.
d. To visit Mr. and Mrs, Brown.
4. Mr. Smith asks Ms. Cheng to wait for a minute because he
a. wants to learn how to pronounce her name well
b. will inform the teacher of her coming to his class
c. likes to give Ms. Cheng a minute to rest
d. needs to arrange her observation with other teachers
5. Which of the following ways of introduction would not be proper if Rani and Jennifer
were introduced to Professor Marlow in the formal semihar?
a. Professor Marlow ,allow me to introduce my friends Rani and Jennifer to you.
b. May I introduce my friends, Jennifer and Rani to you,Professor Marlow?
c. Jennifer,Rani,I’d like you to meet Professor Marlow.

d. Professor Marlow,I don’t think you know my friends Jennifer and Rani.

Part T  Speaking: Making Speeches

Directions: Imagine you are going to make speeches on dif ferent formal social occasions. The
—_— 4 R



Sfollowing patterns. and expressions are provided as a guide. Practice the speeches:
several times and then compare your speeches with the ones on the tape.

Speech A INTRODUCING A GUEST SPEAKER

Patterns and expressions;

1. Greetings and opening remarks — Good morning/afternoon! It gives me a great
pleasure/honor to «++ (introduce our distinguished guest Professor Robins).

2. Introducing the guest — I’ m very pleased to introduce --- (name;country from;
profession ;title (professional position) ; brief working experiences; major achievements. eg:
Professor Robins, from Vancouver, Canada, Chair of .'Languages and Literature Departmem.
of the National Institute of Education. He has-been in the field of English language teaching
for about 30 years, during which he ran teacher-training programmes in many different
countries.

3. Expressing thanks—It is our honor , therefore, that-+- (herhas' agreed to come to our
university to talk with us).

4. Cloéing remarks and thanking the guest — Now, everybody pleasel join me in -+
(giving Professor Robins a big applause) | o
Speech B EXPRESSING THANKS TO A FOREIGN GUEST AT A BANQUET
Patterns and expressions:

1. Greetings and opening remarks — Good evening/morning! Our guest =+ (Mr.
Robins) ,after -+ (having done a lot to help us),is leaving for -~ (America). ‘

- 2. Listing what the guest has done — He has - (demonstrated us how to fix the
machine/lectured three times to our young technicians on the latest development of machine-
building). , ,

3. Expressing thanks and expressing good wishes — Now let me take the opportunity

++ (thank him for all his efforts and his friendship). I wish that +-- (Mr. Robins could
come to visit China again in the near future).

4.Closing remarks and proposing a toast — Let’s drink to -+ (Mr. Robins’ health/
smooth journey and to the health of everybody present).

Speech C . A SPEECH AT A FAREWELL PARTY
Patterns and expressions; ‘ ‘

1. Greetings and opening remarks — I’ d like to take/use this opportunity to ++- (say
something to express my gratitude/thanks).

2. Briefly describing the experience abroad — The time I’ ve spent -+« (here/at this
university/in this city) as a *» (visiting scholar/guest professor/overseas student) has been

+ (most enjoyable/unforgettable/most appreciated experience).

3. Expressing thanks and emotions — Everybody has been so - (kind/helpful/

—_5 —



friendly) to me. I feel as if - (I were at home). I don’t know how to «+ (thank you
“enough/express my gratitude). It’s sad to have to +- (leave you/say good-bye to you).

4. Expressing hopes and wishes — I hope that --- (our cooperation will achieve greater
success in future), I wish +-- (I could join you again some day). I’ m hoping for - ( an
opportunity to treat you at my place). If only time did not fly this quickly.

5. Closing remarks and proposing a toast — Let me propose a toast to +-» (the health of
éverybody/ the friendship). '

Part I Reading: Proper Behaviours on Some
| Social Occasions

Passage A WHEN AT ROME,DO AS THE ROMANS DO

Directions : Read the following passages about proper behaviours on different social occasions
and do the exercises.
eople of the same area generally speak the samé language and share the same cultural
P values. Each country or society then forms its own traditions and customs,that is,its
own ways of doing things. Many foreign language students, therefore, find it
interesting and indispensable to learn foreign culture in order to learn to use the language
appropriately and really well. i

Introducing and greeting people are cultural behaviours. How do people in the West
introduce and greet people for the first time?Since cross-cultural communication in China has
been studied only recently as a new subject, many English learners still do not realize the
importance of English culture, while they are learning by heart English grammar and
vocabulary. Here are several tips that will guide you to behave properly in English contexts
when you are on some social occasions.

Firstly , when introducing people, the polite and appropriate way is to introduce the
young to the old,a man to a woman of about the same age,a person in a lower position to a
person in a higher position,and someone you know well to someone you know less well.

Secondly ,use “How do you do?” to greet someone you have been introduced to on very
formal occasions. It is a greeting, not a question. However, Americans rarely use it,for they
consider the expression too formal to make people feel comfortable. Anyway,the matching
response is “How do you do?”. On most occasions,if you want to start conversations after
being introduced to the person,use “Hello}] How are you?” or “Glad to meet you”, “Pleased
to know you.”If you run into a friend or an acquaintance that you have met or been
introduced to before, you can greet them by saying politely “Hello! It’ s nice to see you
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