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Introduction

The world has passed through a period of unprecedented change since
the United Nations was established at San Francisco in 1945, and the
United Nations itself, reflecting these new priorities and concerns of
mankind, has changed greatly. Indeed, its strength has lain in its capacity
to adapt itself to new circumstances, and to respond effectively to the
many problems which the world faces.

But the enduring goals of the world Organization remain—to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, to reaffirm faith in
fundamental human rights, to establish justice and respect for interna-
tional law, and to promote social progress and betier standards of life for
all. Much has changed, but these purposes endure.

A general introduction to the role and functions of the United Nations
and its related agencies is contained in the following pages. I hope that
the brief descriptions of how the Organization functions and its actions in
various fields will give the reader useful information about how far we
have come and the tasks that lie before us in our endeavours to build a
better world for all.

Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General
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