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CHAPTER ONE
OMISSION OF NOUNS
AFTER THE GENITIVE

1. A noun after the genitive (possessive) can be omitted
if it occurs (a) earlier or (b) later in the sentence.
(a) For nearly 50 years, Anna Louise Strong’s life, more

than any other American’s, or any other foreigner’s, re-
flected the historical devélopment of friendship between
the Chinese and American peoples. (American’s = A-
merican’s life, foreigner’s=foreigner’s life) |24
&, R - BEW - WA, REMEBEEADR
EMFSMEANRER, BELMBRBM PR EhXFHE
ARKHEBER,

Shakespeare’s characters are really alive, so are some of
Jane Auster’s. (Jane Austen’s = Jane Austen’s charac-
ters) LT RBIF AR R AE PRI AY, -
BREIT/AR PN LREEBEPHALAY,

A man is called selfish, not for pursuing his own good,
but for neglecting his neighbour’s. (neighbotir’'s=neigh-
bour’s good) WA AR, HEFEAEAEA S
FFl 3%, T B B h b AR BRAB A Ry FI 28

Tom’s work at school is above the average, Harry's is
below the average, and Jim’s is about up to the av-
erage. (Harry’s=Harry’s work, Jim’s=Jim’s work) %

IBERHHRE-BAFEZE, WBHGHRE—BKTFEZ
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T, HBHHRHRE - AT,
Whose idea is this? Jokn's, 1 think. (John’s=John’s idea)
XEEHER: REEYEMEE,
(b) Lu Xun’s was a new style in Chinese literature.=Lu Xun’s
style was a new one in Chinese literature. &Ry K
R ESCEHH R,
The childrenw’s was a wonderful performance.=The chil-
dren’s performance was a wonderful one. #F- {1
EHBN.
Willian's is an old television.=William’s television is an
old one. FERAHRMILEBED,
2. A noun after the genitive (possessive), especially a
name of a building, is usually omitted.
At her mother’s she passed many a happy day. (mother’s=
mother’s house) dbZEBRRBER TALRMBMA T,
The dentist’s is just around the corner. (the dentist’s= the
dentisi’s office) FFEFEREB AL,
I had my hair cut at the barber’s and bought a ball-point pen
at the stationer’s. (the barber’s=the barber’s shop, the sta-

tioner’s=the stationer’s shop) WAEREEHME T &, L&Y
BB TERZE,

He’s a Fellow of St John’s. (St. John’s=St. John’s College,
Oxford) 42 4Bk 2 24REROGMR H.

St. Paul’s has long been among the principal sights of Lon-
don. (St. Paul’s=St. Paul’s Cathedral) ZEBHe—HEAL
BHEE LMz —,

He took his master’s at Columbia. (master’s=master’s degree)

fRETHE LR E A T B L2401,




AFTER THE ATTRIBUTE

3. A noun used as cognate cobject is omitted after an ade

jective in the superlative degree.

Behave your best. (best = best behaviour) 3 |FZE 4,

He breathed his last. (last = last breath) {bFE T ,

He fought his best. (best = best fight or baitle) {38 ), |

He ran his fastest. (fastest = fastest race or running) iR H
e,

She sang her sweefest. (sweetest = sweetest song, etc.) g
TR BT Rk,

He shouted his loudest. (loudest = loudest shout) & 7FEwE
o

I tried my hardest. (hardest = hardest efforts) TR T H K
N,

4. A noun is often omitted after an adjective, or an ad-
jective in the superlative degree, when the meaning is
clear.

He was the first (man) to bear hardships and the /ast (man)
to enjoy comforts. {EV AN, XRER,

As I have said in my last (letter), I am in good health. JE
AR BT, RE KRR,

This article is to be continued in the next (issue). X &
WET—HER,

. He ventured into the wnkrnown (thing). f-RIBEERMED,

Give him my best (wishes). i RBEIRBRTFHBE.

The season is now at its loveliest (time). XEHERBGQETA
ol R,




Have you heard Smith’s latest (joke)? {RIFEI s BRI BT AR
A

The bravest (people) are the tenderest (ones). BBHAIARZ
BRVMA.

5. A noun common to two parallel attributes in contrast
need not be repeated after (a) the first or (b) the sec-
ond attribute.

(@) Let us revise our safety and sanitary regulations. (safety
= safety regulations) ikIR{1f&SRLAMIFII AR
e

The D. D. T. and rat extermination squads set to work.
(D. D. T. = D. D. T. squads) #5iEHmM5AFKREA
#MHIHT,

Revolution means a moral as well as a material change.
(moral = moral change) ¥ &R HI%E, 2R
B,

His hero is a typical and not an exceptional character.
(typical = typical character) fbfyd:MRA A %M
BA, AR LERBAY,

He spoke for the first and against the second motion.
(the first = the first motion) B PE -1, KA
FEARIL,

(b) He spoke for the first motion and against the second, (the
second = the second motion) P RE —41BIL, Rt
BAR

We wanted fried fish, but they gave us boiled. (boiled =
boiled fish) RANTERYRKE&, BABMIARMIAINRME,

She wore the red dress, but the blue suits her better.

(the blue = the blue dress) HbEEfyRLLR, HER 1L



TR,
This is his latest book; I hope it is not his last. (last =

last book) X RibMEFMEE, BRFELRMBERED
E (N '

1 would read one section at a time, — rarely two, —
never venturing upon a fresh section until I thought
that I had made sure of the preceding. (the preceding
=the preceding section) HLREBRAE—N—RD
BT — TR REBFE T — T RRERAR K%
BHI—N

Cut off the first and last parts of the play, and leave
the middle. (the middle = the middle part of the play)
WXRBIA YRR I, BT R R,

Note: After “the + adjective” and “the -+ participle” to denote
all members of a class, the noun “people” is implied but not exe
pressed.

the poor and the rich REZFLHEE
the weak and the strong BH#5mE
the oppressing and the oppressed Eil# S5HERE
the missing, the wounded and the dying k% . SHEE5RBRE
. A noun after a numeral is often omitted.
When one man falls, ten thousand (men) follow on his heels.
_‘AfﬁJ—Fi‘)ﬁAEﬁJ_‘.*a
Out of a total of 368 days on route, 235 (days) were con-
sumed in marches by day, and 18 (days) in marches by
night. &k 368 KRR+ ,235 REARTE, BXREEN
HE, '
Do you mean five (minutes) past four (o’clock) or five (min-
utes) to four (0’clock)? fRBLMIRM AT ESERMAZE S
The boy’s father:is past forty- (years old). X B E+



£%7T.

The price is one (shilling) and six (pence). EHZ—LLANME
+

The dictionary cost him one pound and fen (shillings). X7
WRETH—F x4

My brother is five feet and six (inches). HRBEEAERA
sk,

It weighs a tenth (part) of a pound. 2E+H2—B,

I wrote to you on the fifteenth (day of this month), &} -}
RABRAKKRBET .

AFTER THE PREPOSITION

9. A noun as object common to two or more preposi-

tions appears after only the last preposition unless for
emphasis.

Work, moreover, with, and not against, nature. (with = with
nature.) i REGN HRTIE A EERARTHE,

Advice is like snow; the softer 1t falls, the longer it dwells
upon, and the deeper it sinks info the mind. (upon = upon
the mind) BEFRE—H, RERBMEELBREA, LA
LR EE,

Shall I write my name on, above or below the line? (on =
on the line; above = above the line) R|PZ{EBHEL LD
REEZMLEEFRT H%r

A government of and by and for the exploiting class cannot
possibly survive. (of = of the exploiting class; by = by
the exploiting class) A% RIBIBY & SBT LA, M RFTA
BRI MBIB R R F B A RN,



8. With the repetition of a preposition, the same noun
before the second or third preposition may usually
be omitted.

Their fleet is a weapon of offence rather than of defence. (of
defence = a weapon of defence) #hfi]foMlBA R K AR LS,
TR 2B E RS

Ambition is the mother of destruction as well as of evil. (of
evil = the mother of evil) Bf.00 R (BB ERE b E2HK
AR IR

On either side of the river lie long fields of rice and of
wheat. (of wheat = long fields of wheat) FEMBEE K
EEMER,

BEFORE THE RELATIVE ADVERB

9. When relative adverbs are regarded as conjunctive ad-
verbs, they usually have their antecedents omitted.
Let me know (the time) when you will come. %£iFRiIRH 4
Wk,

Will you tell me (the place) where you come from? ﬁfg;u%
RURMIBEK , 472

That is (the reason) why I cannot consent. X BRBRAREE
R,

This is (the way) how he managed it. X2 bbBRiXIHTs
o

Note 1: Nouns like (a) “time”, (b) “place”, (c) “guestion”, (d)

“letter” or “telegram”, (¢) “event” or “state”, and (f) “person” are

idiomatically implied in the very common word “this”,

(a) He ought to have got us a cab by #is. {43k P %7 % At B R
I —FHEM.

7T




(b) Get out of rthis, please.” ¥ B IFsb ik,

(¢) Answer me this, EIEFXAHE,

(d) When this reaches you, I shall have left Beijing. #RiZEF|EH, B
FOBEFLEKT,

(e) This was unsatisfactory. X R Z RG4S AMEN.

(f) Who are these? ixi AR e

Note 2: In certain compound names, when the first word is a pro-

per adjective or a noun, especially a geographical name, the second,

a common noun, may be omitted.

The Atlantic = The Atlantic Ocean RE

The Pacific = The Pacific Ocean K EY

The Baltic = The Baltic Sea BN
The Caspian = The Caspian Sea Hig

The Mediterrancan = The Mediterranean Sea Hb¥#

The Sahara = The Sahara Desert e R
The Crimea = The Crimea Peninsula THXRERLSH
The Suez = The Suez Canal FHiE-EEN
The Ural = The Ural River BRRE
The Urals = The Ural Mountains BRI
The Severn = The Severn River g&iﬁ]‘

The Yangtse = The Yangtse River il

The Tarim = The Tarim River -4 N |
The Thames = The River Thames B -L o]
The Bedford = The Bedford Hotel NAEEARY
The George = The George Inn ' IR ES
The Holborn = The Holborn Restaurant B/RIBENE

The Shaftesbury = The Shaftesbury Theatre b33 {55 BBt




CHAPTER TWO
OMISSION OF PRONOUNS
1, YOU, HE, SHE, THEY

10. When “I (we)” or “he (they)” is common to several

11.

verbs, it only appears before the first verb unless for

emphasis.

I went to the market, (I) bought something useful, and (I)
returned home within an hour. & F#¥%, ET AR HEN,
— /M ZABRER T, »

He rose, (he) ar;anged his papers, and (he) addressed his
audience. fihifiT AN, T E I, E WA PEIERK.

I may see you tomorrow or (I) may phone later in the day.
REFHRER, LT EH RERITRIE,

They may complain, but (they) haven’t said anything yet. {{
Nbr&we, BRERRH A41E,

They didn’t like it, yet (they) said nothing, {h{fI3EAE KL,
AR AFEBBRER,

They were tired, so (they) left early. i 1E 7T, ,HLUREET,

They discussed the matter, then (they) made the decision. {ib
T T T REEETRE,

«]” is often omitted in colloquial speech, in letters
and diaries.

(I) Thank you. #idR,

(1) Beg your pardon. iHEiNH; ¥AREHKR—&,



(M Would it were otherwise. 845 RALXHE, 1% 547 W)
(@) Second the motion, T,

() Haven’t seen you for some time. How have you been?
BABRART . HR—mLFEr

(I) Say, John, how do you know? W&, 2)8 {RREMNMEN?

() Will write you in my next. REET—H{HPETIR.

(D Hope to hear from you soon. FHBEFABREIRNIE.

(D) Finished The True Story of Ak Q in the morning. B2
52T <F Q Efe,

12. The subject “you” is seldom expressed in (a) impera-
tive sentences, (b) statements if a tag question is
added, and (c) declarative questions:

(a) Always tell the truth. B EBELIE,
Be here at nine o’clock. JLERXHE.
Do be careful when you cross the road. 3t BT 5 24
Lo
Don’t try to fly before you can walk. A4y, LM
Just listen to him! R —HEF: (FhELEH, BE. A
%, )
Let not the work be left unfinished. AEILXFLIELE
i)
(b) Had a good time, did you? HHIE, MW
Want a drink, do you? ZEm—p, EMs
(¢) Had a good time? ;15 H:{EE?
Want a drink? ZEE-—RG,

13. In colloquial speech the subject “he (she / they)” is

sometimes understood.
(He / She) Doesn’t look too well. ffs (i) S & A K4,
(He / She/ They) Can’t play at all. f (/{641 — KB A5,



