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1. Deadpan; To Tread Water; To Rearrange

the FUITITULE ++esserersrraresssrsrssoassarssssasassrnsesasasnesnans |
2. To Buck Someone Up; To Take Somebody to
the Woodshed  +ssreesseesssmocssniortesinruncrecicsusssasinaninee 4
3. On the Ropes; To Get to the Heart of Something;
Lame Duck seresecerccsiiiaiiiiiiciissiisssintcissirosssiscosisees 7
4. Arm-twisting; Back-room Deal; Break-even Deal +eeveees 10
5. Cliffhanger; To Clear the Final Hurdle; To Cross the
Finish LLine cceecsccrortocetaisscscisacsssstiatiinscnes seer 13
6. A Shotgun Marriage; A Marriage Made in Heaven; To
Play Cop; to Play God  «w+eeeseeesesssmesrimminniisinnsinnnes 16
7. Achilles Heel; Off the Wall; Off the Bearn esesreeceeeveses 19
8. Tour de Force; Pink Slip; Sin Tax e 22
9. Light at the End of the Tunnel; On the Lam;
Linchpin sesescesrceiieciicieniinciiiitecicciiiaiciincansienes 25
10. Yellow Ribbon; Yellow Pages; Yellow Journalism — «««- 28
11. To Water Down; Straitjacket; To Have
the Upper Hand T T R PP R TP T |
12. To Pull Up Stakes; The Deck is Stacked Against
Someone; Fast Track «eseeesss - 34

13. To Pin Hopes on Something; Last-ditch; To Rub



14. To Cross One’s Fingers; Backwater; To Speak

One’s Mind  s-eereersessrsssesmsnncrentensrassseseancsasens 40
15. Bean Counting; To Bleed Red Ink; To Stir Up

a'Hornet’s Nest; Full of Beans sesseeeseesseserenseeenens 43
16. To Play Ball; Nuts and Bolts; To Throw In

the TOWel e+ eeerernstemrmmiiioiieeieiiieiteeecreennnenieee 46
17. To Take Stock of; Second Wind; Wish List ssseeesseeecee 49
18. A Last Hurrah; Rough-and-Tumble; One-boat

or Two-boat Trip seseesseereecseencrenueenteanonereacinnnees 52
19. The Shoe Is on the Other Foot; Kid Glove

Treatment; Blow-Hard s++reeersessssrrsnresanens emereesanas 55
20. The Buck Stops Here; Talk the Talk and Walk

the Walk; To Jump on the Bandwagon +eresseeseieceenes 59
21. Cabin Fever; To Be Snowed Under; Out of the
22. To Wear One’s Heart on One’s Sleeve; The Way

to a Man’s Heart; To ()pén One’s Heart «eseeecsceneses 65
23. To Skate on Thin Ice; To Break the Ice;

To Put on Ice  eoreeseetcreniimmcniiiiiniiiciiiieie. 68
24. High-five; Second to None; Monday-morning

Quarterback; Twenty-twenty Hindsight = <s+eeseeeeeees 72
25. To Close Ranks; Up for Grabs; Murphy’s Law;

At the Eleventh Hour - 75
26. A Slap on the Wrist; To Eat Crow;

tO SHOIt-CIrCUIT e esterrrresrocsssnsssrsercsssnsasansansssesses 78
27. Ghost Employees; Sweetheart Deal s=+scceseeverercnriecnnnas 8]

Someone the Wrong Way tetesesarrracsrrarr et rrecinerenene
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-+ 37
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29.

To Dress to the Nines; To Burn a Hole

in ()ne’s P‘xket S PP Cs0 PGS 500000000 IIFRIINET 0 CsICRILOOSERSEIEISIOITS
Kickbacks; A Roll of the Dice teoserecreecosieiiisiceicassns

.
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84
- 87

30. Underdog; A l.ong-shot; Dark Horse seccrereseercanieses 90
31. Slapdash ; Across-the-board ;

Back-of-the-envelope *++#++estssseerereacsrerionsisnssnnssenss 93
32. In Cahoots with; To Pay Lip Service;

Hare-brained =--ssseseseessssmniretirenisnecnncnnscrscssneseees 96
33. Smoking Gun; Cash Cows; Piggyback «sesececceccenanness 99
34. To Get a Kick out of; Sticker Shock;

A Stff Upper Lip ceressseessesstossuntsnseninnnciansennns 102
35. Crunch Time; Job Lock; A Shot in the Arm +secreeeree 105
36. To Hunker Down; To Hold the High Ground;

Trench Warfare cesccnsessarecnitassscinsrssensisassncsseniss 108
37. Out to L.unch; To Be Backed into a Corner;

Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea;

To Spell Qut  +eremeerrarenntrneiarrnneanese ceenenne 111
38. Comeback Kid; To Be Saved by the Bell;

Benchwarmer ceeeeee 114
39. To Bring to One’s Knees; A leg Up;

On Tenterhooks ssorreesseeseen e 117
40. Swing Voters; Down to the Wire; In over

(One’s Head +reveterrtcctercscrecsssacnsrsensrscssssscessssnes 120
41. To Bring Home the Bacon; Cliffhanger;

The Buming Question R I R Ty I 1}
42. True Blue; Buzzword; Bounceback - 126
43. Mission Creep; Hotbed; Well-heeled - 129
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44. Football -Widow; Nail-biter; Back on Track  sseeceeerser 132
45. Empty Suit; To Tune Qut; Basket Case «cevecreseencssess 135
46. To Run Scared; To Spin One’s Wheels;

Bumper Crop =+-sssessesstesterosiansasionsiesasissseeeancses 138
47. Hogwasix; To Take the Point; To Walk

a Tightrope T g XTI TR PP PYTIN V' |
48. Behind the Eight-ball; Dear John Letter;

Payback Time sesesssssvvccccncscctacsccccecressstaccscscasses 144
49. To Jump the Gun; To Stick One’s Neck Out;

To Grit One’s Teeth ssreevsecccvoriosicecresnscentienceses 147
50. Across-the-board; To Raise a Red Flag;

At the Drop of a Hat eseeseescecesessscssrnseerrsrnucnennns 150
51. Gimmick ; To Scope out; Elbow Room «csesessesecsecesces 154
52. A Jump Start; Cracker-jack; Up-and-coming «s+eesseseee 157
53. Hype; Hoopla; Plug < «ss=sssereereeniriamimneniisnienssanns 160
54. Hacker; Geek; Snail Mail sscseseeecstienanienaciniiianiianns 163
55. Talking Heads; Sound Bites; Stake-Qut ssssrresseecsencss 166



1. Deadpan; To Tread Water;
To Rearrange the Furniture

FHEIINBEEREERS. HEAEARB T ETH
B8 R FE M E A SR ALE . BEBURE H A E M E FIEHA
FTEAFRHAFOEHEAER BT LENTEARLESAH
HHEH. AEIEBANBHIRAETEERFTRICELHRA
TERGES IR BRI RE R AN AUE . GIERIEE.

REFFICE EREEREBIE ESRREERA — 24
ey, LR OERAIRAE. RE RN FEEBRRECEEE
R ). 5 R R A FCR BRI LOFHNOF. EF— 6
TR BEHATEEALTHO—NF . BRE:

Deadpan.

Deadpan 3f5 £ Rt dead I pan X B FH M Y odead
FEHI . T pan TEAE A EBHEHEBRE B — 1 ABYH. Deadpan
RE-TAWRELELRE . BRALEE . WA E L . F518
It s mEE" wEE.

(AR BEW R R M X R HOE R R AR s £ E EE
AR . KFHE, RZEE 245 8RBT iR, Bk T
HAEMLT EMHEAS, AREEAEXBERANIINTE.XLER
SEFALH RGBT E 5103 70 E £ 55 148 5 6y 19
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B R — XL B8 0 5] 3 . BT RS R b g AT M W BB AR,
EHEEICHERTBENER. A K. EREHREZH 2FH LIEM
¥ BB B 00 i £t Sk 1 R OTE S R E R . LART R BB E
RERBMABEXTEHERBN A, SHRUIT 2R
T, ERERBENATARE. CERTHEEAIHRER .
“Mister Aspin told his former colleagues deadpan that com-
ing back to Congress was like coming back home to find people
have changed the locks and rented out your room to somebody

else. ”

XA ERE FI T L AT R . B RE &
FRGQEHNTHACHR.TRRAREMAESGRET A0
R ERS T HA. MRS e R LT EW .

RINBEWNE I HERBLRER—FRELEY. &%
E2 L5 5 &R B E R i TR T — e T B B A a8, ey
TEREBUFNFFRE BRMAERTHE REFER-4 £
EHEE.ZASHIHFHERELIRBE A BERATH
A, (ERBMAERBLX —SAT 1 REE
B IR R

To tread water.

To tread water ER:il% 1K B K ERRK, U RIZIZICL T
HOKT . JRHER K RERTE . CEBRBBRIRIEX 258

“The committee chairman warned Mister Aspin that
" Congress did not want him just to tread water on the budget for
another year by postponing the cuts needed to save money. ”

REESRP XN ERRE.ERSERE 0¥ 5E
EATTHEESR, lil“#’%%fl@?‘%?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ‘]ﬁd] &

ET-FHRFAENBRKT.”
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EWIES L EHENHTFHESNRESEALERNE
By W50 BT T A T — R . TEHRE RO PEIE BT L (4R BN
HBOR T =T REL8JRRE PHE:

To rearrange the furniture.

To rearrange §{ = EH Hr & HE furniture MR F B, IHFHEF
&% $E . 10 rearrange the furniture  RIEXF BN F B EFHLTH —
T. BER.ENEE EHEBRRENAET . CEEWRR
XLEW.

*Chatrman Dellums told Mister Aspin his budget didn’t
make enough cuts in military spending and that he would have to
rearrange the furniture and maybe break some also in order to
buy a better defence for less money. ” ,

XA E DR ESEE NG IR T L T
HEEHRATRZFRL 28R E, Lo RABEHETEE
HE, X THELH S, EF R EN T hirR 8RR
—H TR, .

7E3X B . to rearrange furniture AR S HIFEHE R,

AR CEE TR — I IRERARRABT =4
ERH AR IRAE. E0E:

Deadpan, to tread water fl to rearrange the furniture.

Deadpan 4 — 1 Al LT RE . ERNTS KEQ 6 F
FHRYREHLIENIRE S — A#R%., To tread water B3
HR IR, FIEEM AR, BIS— M8 HE o rearrange the
furniture R EF AT EHIREHER,



2- To Buck Someone Up; To Take
Somebody to the Woodshed

A REAEREAFH 6 FHEEE DL LHRBE—KHE
R E M,

ERARBAFELBEAAMFTH—ZEEERBAE
W —EWE EREEEE R AL EBEHEE T a g e 2
RRBBAHBIRRRR XR—MREENRALAF —Ka
Fii ik AR B L AN FE TR EFRE BT r&#
M. ERMESEX A CBNPNEET AAERMLERLY TS
LARFREE X, L ZEHHREN D L5 4.
HITRL S, R TS ETIRAIE . B0, THEE G 4
HEHRELR. AR AASETNAE. mE-BENHE.

“To buck him up instead of taking him to the woodshed. ”

BRAEIRXT R E A RBMEBRAE, SRR AEF 2R
to buck someone up,ff 2 2 to take somebody to the woodshed.

RA1EXBBE—T H 4R to buck someone up.

To buck someone up ¥R FHAE A, ibiX 4 A X a &S|
R R, AR S SEIH R buck him up, tLELE BB AME A
¥ RE B HE T RERBRW., TERE—FF. X
B— M AR VR — M EEER B KB,

“I stopped by at city hospital last night to see my friend Bill
who just had a heart operation. I brought him a couple of light

4



novels and told him a few jokes to buck him up a little. ”

XA R T T R X E R R LR . bR At
OIEFAR A Mk ERARERME MR GBS T LK
AL

HIEB B 1o take somebody to the woodshed.

To take MR ERIEHE. IR 4R woodshed PE?

Woodshed 33X A~ ik 7 i1 I AR LT 35 B A B A 4 i B g
M IRE ML, ERASH S PSR, FTAIFE AR
EHCHWEFHHER —T/DARR, I LHEETFRIERE, &
BRASEAREFET . TR MEFERERR, XN NIKREL
RN —THL BRI N EERETRTHENETY
W LIS B X D AR — WL T HITILT. &
B P EEXNEZ TR B P woodshed 2, X M EEHK
REBMEINEZ T EERET b —. bR BIEF LK.

EEAMREEHRERNFAGA/DRET . EEH &
EREE TRKMEL . WE, WEL B O R R % Fi#
&SR . fBR ,to take somebody to the woodshed X 4 & 1E &
RE¥ELEANHEF LI & BRBIILT Bk Mo
FRMP AT ET ETEZXMGE, — M AFANEEHEE
WMREFT SR ATALEBBRE. fhif.

“Qur sale manager isn’t doing a good job—sales are down
* twenty percent. I’m afriad I’ll have to take him out to the wood-
shed unless he gets sales back up in the next 30 days. ”

ROLB2EE “RINARERNEBETHERBRE.AF
MEERTRET 20, REMESS=TRAKEHEE. &
MG FEDMT "

VLB A1 8] =T L5 B L 72 B 4 57 9 B B B9 <) 1R B A et
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