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1 A Puma at Large

Pumas are large,
cat-like animals which
are found in America.
When reports came
‘into London Zoo that
a wild puma had been
spotted forty-five miles
south of London, they
were not taken seri-

ously.! However, as .
the evidence began to evidence began 10 accumulate

accumulate,  experts

from the Zoofelt obliged to investigate, for the descriptions
given by people who claimed to have scen the puma were
extréordinarily sirnila;:\\" | '
The hunt for the puma began in a small village where
a woman picking blackberries saw ‘a large cat’ only five
yards away from her. It immediately ran away when she
saw it, and experts confirmed that a puma will not attack
a human being unless it is cornered®. The search proved
difficult, for the puma was often observed at one place in
the morning and at another place twenty miles away in the
evening. Wherever it wént, it left behind it a trail of



dead deer and small animals like rabbits. Paw prints
were seen in a number of places and puma fur was found
clinging to bushes. Several people complained of ‘cat-
like noises’ at night and a business-man on a fishing trip
saw the puma up a tree>. The experts were now fully
go'nvinccd that the animal was a puma, but where had
it come from? As no pumas had been reported miss-
ing from any zoo in the country, this one must have been
in the possession of a private collector* and somehow
managca to rééé:«:trpe. _The hunt went on for several weeks,
but the puma was not caught. It is disturbing to think
that a dangerous wild animal is still at large.in the quiet

countryside,
Words and Expressions
puma ['pju:mo] = EMIE extraordinarily [iks'tro:dnrili]
wild [waild] a. iy ad. JEH; %A1
spot [spot] cf. -2\ blackberry ['blzkbari] ».
evidence ['evidoms] n. h: 1§
HRBiE, EE confirm [kon'form] ut.  F3C
accumulate [5'kju:mjuleit] 2. trail [treil] n. BEaks JEE
RE, FR  paw [po:] n FiVEEs B
oblige [2'blaids] vf. FER; 3RE cling [klin] vi. b
Explanatory Notes
1. ... were not taken seriously: - W EHZREHEMR

(be taken seriously: #FiANE X}, take {E“%f #” =®



“?E“'?ﬁf”ﬁo)
2. unless it is cornered: %EIEHE)\%%‘
(corner £ B#shi4E “BER IR B, FARPHE
AEHEBERIER D
3. up a tree: E# E
(up R AiF, a tree & up WA RIE, )
4. in the possession of a private collector ...: R FFA
WK
in the possession of somebody: NIEAPTH
(BB HE]
in possession of something: LAFRY [(HERAE]

[$%5F3X]
1 8 H 75 32 I IR

PR = TR MM —FA LBRXRBEBS Y. BB
Y R E AR RN+ R BT R — REFX N
B E, EYEXEREHFRETZIER, ATERSHS
%, THEXEHEHREIXRENEHA, RN ELRIER
A, ELHYEYERNBANELEE—FRE,

BIREWIRN— N DEFRY, BEF—LAKE
REBEEN, BRL—RAW BFBELRELBE. B
BE—m, ERDLEBT. ERNEE, RHWRIEHEA
ik, BRSHHARK, BHENNEARE BHIEL
HRESBHAE—AHIT, THRXED TR
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B, BRAPHEESLHRE, FEARBERAR S
W—HEME, —MEAENEREEF LR EINIRE
WE, TXNAEZLMEXRHYWELNN, HBREEEN
fraii Rerver BALBEM—A s EHREEFRELE
HIPRERHER, FTUXREWIT— R TRARFEES
FMAMEAREET Hk, BBETT LR, ZMW
BERARE, SYAMNEIXR RN FENEFRYH
HFEHBELE, LEXESRE,




2 Thirteen Equals One

Qur vyicar is al-

ways raising money for
one cause or another,
but he has never

managed to get enough
money to have the
church clock repaired.
The big clock which
used to strike the hours

day and night was
damaged during the our vicar woke up with a start -

war and has been silent

ever since. _

One night, however, our gi_c_:gr\ woke up with a start:
the clock was striking the hours ! Looking at his watch,™
he saw that it was one o’clock, but the bell struck thirteen
times before it stopped. Armed with a_torch, the vicar
went up into the clock tower to see what was goihg on,
In the torchlight, he caught sight of? a_figure whom he
immediately recognized as Bill Wilkins, our local grocer.

‘Whatever are you doing up here Bill?’ asked the
vicar in surprise. '

‘I'm trying to repair the bell,” answered Bill. ‘T've




been coming up here night after night? for weeks now. You
see, I was hoping to give you a surprise.’

“You certainly did give me a surprise ¥’ said the vic-
ar. ‘You’ve probably woken up everyone in the village
as well. Still, ’'m glad the bell is working again’

‘That’s the trouble, vicar,” answered Bill. ‘It’s work-
ing all right, but I’m afraid that at one o’clock it will strike
thirteen times and there’s nothing I can do about it.

‘We’ll get used to that Bill, said the vicar. “Thir-
teen is not as good as one, but it’s better than nothing.
Now let’s go downstairs and have a cup of tea.’

Words and Expressions

vicar {'vika] n. X Heim start [sta:t] n; badg; Wz

cause [ko:z] n CERE &5 torch [to:t]] = FHE
damage ['demids] . grocer ['grausa] n. ZetR
HEs MR

Explanatory Notes

1. catch sight of = have sight of = get sight of: F i,
%A |
2. night after night: - X—%s day after day: — KX
. —x
3, “ ... did give me a surprise!”: HWPERET —
1
(did ZEMCALR A MAAR M, EAH did ZRPEENIE
o 6 o



