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Preface

This book is one of the results of the research project “Social
Development and Protection of Civil Rights in China”. '

For more than two years, We, young and middle-aged
-scholars from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China
University of Politics and Law and various other institutes, have
carried out extensive social investigations in many cities and
provinces. From these investigations , previous theories, and our
academic experiences, we verified and analyzed the collected
materials and put forward our opinions and reform proposals on a
wide variety of issues, such as the idea of civil rights, right
protection mechanisms, basic rights, and the rights of particular
subjects. The reason for this research is that with - the
development of our society, rights have increasingly become the
central issue in the legal theories and practices of our country.
We firmly believe that the strengthening of civil rights
consciousness and the corresponding improvement of a rights
system and of rights protection mechanisms will play a key role
in the process of China’s legal modernization. Meanwhile , we also
believe that thevawakening of the right consciousness and the
enthusiasm alone (although is very important) will not bring
about any real progress in the field of civil rights. More
importantly, we need to link up detailed and elaborate
institutional designs with effective and down-to-earth operation

of mechanisms.




6 Preface

The research project was proposed and organized by the five
editors of this book,and was directed by Dr. Xia Yong. Although
the book covers a wide range of topics, it is not intended, nor is
it possible, to include all issues related to civil rights.
Nevertheless, thanks to the participation of colleagues and
scholars who cherish the same ideals and follow the same path as
we do, the final results of this project were much richer and much
more solid than we had anticipated. After essays for each topic
had been submitted, we were surprised to discover that the total
length of the collection had far exceeded the binding limit of a
one-volume book. Reluctantly, we asked contributors to condense
their articles, and we made abridgments to several articles on
behalf of authors. The bbok was finally reduced into the present
length. Here, we would like to express our deep appreciation to
our contributors for their understanding.

~ Our co-authors, however, are not the only persons who
deserve our deep appreciation. This project has received much
assistance from many other institutions and individuals, both in
China and abroad. We are especially grateful to the Ford
Foundation, whose financial aid enabled us to carry out extensive
investigations and to publish this book successfully; and to the
Institute of Law of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
which administered this project. We wish to pay tribute to the
following persons for their encouragément and supports;:
Professors Liu Hainian, Wang Jiafu, Liu Han, Li Buyun, Wang
Baoshu and Liang Huixing’ from the Instiute of Law, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences; Professor Jiang Ping from China
University of Politics and Law; Professor Guo Daohui, Editor-in-
Chief of China Law Journal; and Mr. Rao Fang, and editor of
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that same journal ; Mr. Fang Xiang , Editor-in-Chief of the journal
China Lawyers; and all the editors of the journal Studies in law.
We would also like to thank Mr. Jonathan Hecht from the
Harvard Law School and Mr. Peter Van Ness from the Centre of
Rights Development Research of Denver University for p'r0viding
us with valuable academic proposals and materials; Mr. Michael
Dowdle from the Law School of New York University, currently
a visiting scholar in the Institute of Law of the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences,for reviewing the English part of the book ;and
the China University of Politics and Law Press, especially Mr.
Ding Xiaoxuan and Ms. Son Jun from the First Editorial Office,
for their cooperation in publishing this book. In addition, during
our investigations, wherever we went, we met with enthusiastic
assistance and cooperation form local judicial departments;
administrative agencies, academic institutions and ordinary
citizens. The encouragement, participation and cooperation of
these people not only has helped us successfully accomplished
this project, but also has inspired us to devote more ef{orts to

promote in-depth research in the field of civil rights.

Xia Yong, Gao Hongjun, Zhang Zhiming,
‘He Weifang and Liu Guang’an
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Dictionary, St. Paul Minn. West Publishing Co., 1979. p. 1363.

(33 W The Oxford {ompanion to Law, p. 1056,
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C Ak FIBEE LB, B0 Peter J. Bowler, Evolution: The History of An
Idea, University of California Press, 1984, pp. 8-13.
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Rights Research: Some Preliminary Tests of Development Hypotheses”, in
Comparative Human Rights, edited by R. P. Claude, The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1976, pp. 51—52.
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