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CHAPTER ONE

1 set off on my journey to the house of
Shaws

I will begin my story with a certain morning in
the month of June 1751, when I took the key for
the last time out of the door of my father’s house.
The sun began to shine on the hilltops as I went
down the road; and by the time I reached the
minister’s house the blackbirds were whistling in
thé garden, and the mist was beginning to rise and
die away?l. -

Mr Campbell, the minister of Essendean2, was
waiting for me by the garden gate, good man! He
asked me whether I had breakfasted; and hearing
that T had, ho-igok my hand ;w;hr;fﬂ_s;

. ‘Well, Davie8, lad,’ said he go with you
a8 far as the river, to set you on the way.’

We began to Wa.lk forward in silence. Then he
asked me: ‘Are you sorry to leave Essendean?’
~ ‘Well, sir,” said I, ‘f I knew where I was
going, or what was likely to happer to me, I
~ would answer you truthfully, Essendean is a good

place, and I've heen very happy “here; but Ive

never been anywhere else. Singe my father and
aother are both dead, I shall be no nearer to them
in Fssendean than in the kingdem of Hungary,

il
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Have I a chance to improve myself in the place
where I’m going? If so, I shall go willingly.’
‘Very well, Davie,’ said Mr Campbell. ‘Now I
must tell you as much as I know. When your
mother was dead and your father(a good Christian
man) knew that he too was dying, he gave me a
certain letter. He said you must take it to the
house of Shaws, not far from Cramond, near
Edinburgh1. :
~ “The house of Shawsy’ I cried. ‘What had my
poor father to do with the house of Shaws?’
‘Who knows?’ said Mr Campbell, ‘But the
name of that family is the name that you bear—

Balfour2 of Shaws: an ancient, honest,

family. Your father, too, was a well-8qucated
man, and he had neither the speech nor the man-
ner of a common village schoolmaster. As you will
yourself remember, I liked to invite him to my
house to meet the gentlemen of the digtrict; and
they took pleagupeip?® his society. Now, here is the
leiter, written by your father’s own hand !

He gave me the letter, which was addressed in

- these words: “This will be delivered by my son,
David Balfour to Mr Ebenezer Balfour4 of Shaws,
at the house of Shaws.’

My heart was beating fast at the thought of the
future that was now suddenly opening for me, a
lad of seventeen, the son of a poor country school-
master.

“Mr Campbell,’ I asked excmedly, “if you were
in my shoess, would you go?’

kY.
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‘Certainly,’ he replied, «‘and without delay. A
fine lad like you should get to Cramond in two
days. If the worst comes to the worst,1 and your
grand relations refuse to accept you, you have only
to walk back here and knock at my door, But I hope
that you'll be well received and that one day you’ll
become a great man, And now,Davie, lad,” he Con-
tinued, ‘before you go I must give you some advice
and warn you against the dangers of- the world.’

Here he looked round for a comfortable seat,
chose a big rock under a tree by the wayside, and
sat down on it with a very serious look on his face.
Then with uplifted finger he put me on my guard2
againgt a large number of beliefs to which I had no
temptation, and urged me to be regular in my
prayers and in reading the Bible,

‘And here,” he said, ‘I have a little parcel
which containg four things. The first of these is
what I owe you: the money for your father’s
books and furniture, which I’ve bought with the
intention of reselling at a profit to the new school-
magter. The other three are gifts that Mrs Camp-
bell and myself hope you will accept. The first,
which is round, will please you best at first. But,
O Davie, lad, it’s only a drop of water in the seal
Il help you a little way and then melt away3 like
the morning. The second, which is flat and square
and written on, will stand by you -through life, .

. like a good stick for the road or a good pillow for

your head in sickness, And the last, which is box—
shaped, will see you into a better land '
With that he got up,took off his hat, and prayed

d
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aloud for a young man setting out into the world.
Then he suddenly took me in his arms and pressed
me to him. Then he held me at arm’s length and
looked at me with a face full of sorrow. Then he
turned quickly round and, erying good.ye, set
off at an awkward runl towards the village.

It might have seemed laughable to anyone else,
but I did not feel like laughing. I watc¢hed: him as
long as he was in s1ght and he never stopped hurry-
mg nor once looked back. Then I realised that he
was sad to see me go; and I felt guilty, because I
myself was delighted to leave that quiet country-
side and go to a great house, among rich and re-
spected people of my own name and blood.

I sat down on the rock that the good man had
just left, and opened the parcel to see my gifts. As
I had expected, the thing that he had called ‘box-
shaped’ was a little Bible. The thing that. he had
called round was a shilling2, And the third thing,
which wag to help me so wonderfully all my life,
was a little piece of rough yellow paper on Which
was written.:

‘TO MAKE LILY OF THE VALLEY WA-
TERS. Take the flowers of lily of the valley and
boil them in wine, and drink a spoonful or two
when necessary. It gives speech to thoge who can-
not speak. It relieves pain in the legs. It comfortg
the heart and strengthens the memory. It is good
for man or woman, whether ill or well.’

- Of course, T’ laughed at this, ‘bt it was rather
nervous laughtert. I was glad ; to set out, with my
bundle on my stick’s end, acrogs the river and up
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