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Unit 1

PASSAGE FOR COMPREHENSION
Mister Imagination
by George Kent

Starting Time; Minutes Seconds

Thetre were very few places in the world that Jules Verne, the@@, did not visit. He went
round the wotld a hundred times or more. Once he did it in eighty days, unhéard of in the nine-
teenth century. He voyaged sixty thousand miles under the sea, wingp_d around the moon, ex-
plored the center of the earth, and chatted with natives in Australia.

Jules Verne, the rman, was a stay-at-home, He was more iﬁto be tired from writer’s cramp
than from traveling. He did make a few visits to Europe and North Africa. And he made one six-
week tour of New York State. But that was all. He spent less than one of his seventy-seven years
really traveling. Yet he was the world’s most extraordinary tourist.

His books are crowded with hunting and fishing expeditions. Jules actually went hunting on-

S—— .
ly once. Then he raised his gun and shot off the game warden’s hat}

He never held a test tube in his hand. But he was an inspiration to the scientist in the labora-
tory. Long befor radio was invented, he had TV working in his books. His name for it was
phono-telephoto. He had helicopters fifty years before the Wright brothers flew their first plane
at Kitty Hawk. In fact, there were few wonders of the twentieth century that this man of the
nineteenth century did not foresee. In his stories vou can read about neon lights, moving side-
walks, air conditioning, skyscrapers, guided missiles, tanks, electrically operated submarines,
and airplanes.

Many people took his ideas seriously. One reason was that he wrote about these marvels in
such cxéct"d’c“tailzmi&i‘r};e‘dwmen would argue with him, Experts in mathematics would spend
weeks checking his figures. When his book about going to the moon was published, five hundred
persons volunteered for the next expedition.

He inspired many famous people. Admiral Richard E. Byrd, returning from his flight across

the North Pole, said that Ju]es' Verne had been his guide. Simon Lake, father of the modern sub-
marine, wrote in the first sentence of his autobiography . “ules Verne was the director general of
my life. # He started many other men thinking. Among them were the inventor of the helicopter
and the creator of the telegraph.

Verne’s first book was Five Weeks in ¢ Ballovn. Fifteen publishers looked at it, and fifteen sent
it back. In a rage, Jules flung it into the fire. His wife rescued it and made him promise he
would try once more. So he tucked the slightly charred manuscript under his arm. He went to
show it to one last publisher, a man named Pierre Hetzel. Jules waited nervously while the man

read the book through. Finally Hetzel said he would publish it if Jules would rewrite it in the

— l J—



form of a novel.

In two weeks Jules had done so. Five Weeks in a Dalloon became a best seller. It was translat-
ed into every great language. At the age of thirty-four, Jules Verne was famous.

Verne signed a contract with Hetzel. He promised to produce two novels a year. This he
did. In his forty-year career ke was actually to write mote than one hundred books!

Perhaps the best known of all his books is Arwund the World in Eighty Days. It first appeared as
a serial in a Paris newspaper. Its hero had made a bet that he could circle the globe in eighty
days, and his progress aroused great interest. A

In every country of Europe people made bets on whether the imaginary Mr. Fogg would ar-
tive in London in time to win his bet. Verne kept the popular interest alive. His hero rescued a
widow from death and fell in love with her. He was attacked by Indians while crossing the Ameri-
can plains. Arriving in New York, he saw the ship that was to take him to England disappearing
over the horizon — without him.

All the big steamship companies offered Verne large sums of money if he would put Fogg on
one of their ships. The author refused. Instead, he had Fogg charter a ship. As the world held its
breath, Fogg reached London with only minutes to spare.

Many of Verne’s other books were set in the future. In these stories, people made synthetic
diamonds and developed a convertible automobile- ship- helicoptet- plane. They received news
flashes on television, worked in giant skyscrapers, and rode to work on highways much like the
ones we ride today. It is hatd to believe that the books were written nearly one hundred years
ago.

Jules Verne’s last years were not happy ones. He lived such an isolated life that many gos-
sips said there was no such person as Jules Verne. What was worse, the thinkers of the time be-
gan to sheer at him and his ideas. His last novels, filled with fear for the world’ future, reflect
his unhappiness.

111 and nearly blind, Verne died in 1905, The world mourned him. One newspaper wrote
“The old storyteller is dead. It is like the passing of Santa Claus. ”

Jules Verne had lived to see many of his fancies come true. But this had not surprised him,

for he had once said; "What one man can imagine, another man can do.”

Finishing Time.: Minutes Seconds

WORDS AND EXPRFSSIONS
1. imagination [imedsi'neifan] n. power of the mind to imagine Mgy, Eg
imaginary [i'medsinari] adj. existing only in the mind junreal 35 Y ; AEHEMN

. voyage [void3, 'voiid3] n. journey by water, esp. ‘a long one in a ship {57 AL

. whiz [hwiz] ».t. make the sound of sth. rushing through the air YEng ng 7=

.chat [tfzt] .t have a friendly talk about sth. unimportant PR TR

. stay-at-home u. person who seldom goes out anywhere RS A
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6.
7.

10.
11

-

12.

13.

4.

15.
16.

17.
18.

20.
21.
22,
23.
24,

26.
27.

28.
29.

apt [zept] adj. having a tendency; likely f{FF----- BT
cramp [kremp ] n. painful tightening of the muscles, usu. caused by cold or overwork, mak-
ing movement difficult 3 f; = ZE

. tour [tus] . journey out and home again during which several or many places ate visited 3§

1 1% ¢
tourist ['tuarist] n. person making a tour for pleasure J&4T# ., MICHI A

.game [geim] n. animals and birds hunted for spott and food &4

warden ['wa:dn] n. person having control or authority HSF A ;M AE BRI A
inspire [in'spaio ] v.t. fill with creative power; put uplifting thoughts, feelings, or aims into
TR DA EIE A7 T UL RGO s Bl '

inspiration [inspa'teifsn] ». influence arousing creative activity in literature, music, art,
etc. ﬁE&

phono-telephoto n. TV as named by Jules Verne in his books B B 7 {3 B2 @A
AT AR

helicopter ['helikopta] n. kind of airctaft with horizontal tevolving blades or rotor, abile to
take off and Jand in a very small space and remain stationary in the air if neccessary BHAK
LiIN .
wonder ['wanda] ». things or event that causes the feeling of surprise combined with admira-
tion, bewilderment, etc. ZF4; 470 ; AT ; AT

foresee [fo:'si] v. &. see beforehand or in advance T 4l; Fil i

neon light [ 'ni:anlait] n. coloured light produced when an electric current _pasqes through a
bulb or tube containing neon &AL LT -

sidewalk ['saidwak] n. path at the side of a street for persons on foot A 471l

missile ['misail;'misal] n. object or weapon that is thrown or discharged from a machins or

by means of rocket propulsion $ A4 {F 5388 K it

. marvel ['maivel] n. wonderful thing; sth. causing great surprise, pleased astonishment # 7

35 AT AT

volunteer [valon'tis] ». t. &.i. offer willingly H3h; H &

autobiography [ o:taubai'ografi] n. story of a person’s life written by himself H f%

creator [kri(:)'eita] n. one who creates )3 #

fling [flin] ». t. &.i. throw violently £ ;i

tuck [tak] . ¢ &.i. put or push into a desited or convenient position EETFHENFEZ

Hh;

.char [tfa:] v. t. &i. make or become black by burning £

manuscript [ 'meenjusktipt ] n. book, etc. , as first written out by hand i AR ER

contract [ 'kontrekt] ». binding agreement; agreement to supply goods, do work, etc. ata

fixed price & 24 ;& d

serial ['siarial ] n. a story appearing in parts in a petiodical B/ AT A

bet [bet] n. agreemém to risk money on an event of which the result is doubtful ¥ ;1T¥%
— 3 —_



30,

36.
37.

38.

39.
40,
41.
42.

arouse [ a'rauz] . t.awaken; cause sb. to become.active Ma#2 ; 5{#2 ; T oh; B

.horizon [ha'taizn] n. line at which the earth of sea and sky seem to meet 125 ; -4k
. steamship ['stiimfip] n. ship driven by steam EH%; AR

. offer ['ofa] v. ¢. &i. say what one is willing to pay, give i/}

.sum [sam] n. amount of money & i ;&3

5. charter ['tfaita] ».¢. hire or engage a ship, an aircraft for an agreed time, purpose, and pay-

ment £ ; {5, ; &0

hold one’s breath phr. stop breathing for a moment from fear, excitement, etc. F& B
synthetic [sin'fetik ] adj. produced by combination of separate parts, elements, substances,
etc. , into a whole or into a system & LAY ; AR

convertible [ ken'veitebl ] adj. that can be changed from one form, use, etc. , into another A
AT TR

flash [fleef] n. sudden burst of flame or light [R]#if; [N

isolate ['aisoleit] v.t. separate, put, or keep apart from others {fi [ 5 ; {3 P57 ; 3 PR 48
gossip ['gosip] #. idle, often ill-natured, talk about the affairs of other people R 3

sneer [snia] v. & show contempt by means of a derisive smile; utter contemptuous words Bj

U R NG

. reflect [ri'flekt] . t. &.i. send back an image of X IR

. Santa Claus n. person who, small children are told, puts toys in their stockings by night at

Christmas XifE# A

COMPREHENSION

Here are ten questions or unfinished statements about the passage, each with three suggested

ways of answering or finishing it. You are to choose the one you consider the most suitable with-

out

[

looking back at the passage. Give one answet only to each question.

The author mentions two Jules Vernes to show that
a. there were two men named Jules Verne.

b. Jules Verne published his books under a different name.

Jc. Jules Verne had two different sides.

2.

Verne was able to write so many books because
a. he was a famous toutist.

b. he made a lot of experiments in his laboratory.

J¢ he was a man full of imagination.

3.

Many people believed in Verne’s inventions because he
a. was known as a brilliant scientist.

b. tested his inventions before writing about them.

_J/c. described his inventions in detail.

4.

The fact that learned men argued with Verne showed that they

4 —_



2. a. respected his ideas and took them seriously.
_b. had less imagination than he had.
c. knew he could easily be proved incorrect.
5. Verne threw his first book into the fire because
~ a. he felt it was poorly written. b. his wife didn™ like it.
¢. no one would publish it.
6. In rewriting Five Weeks in a Balloon, Verne was
a. stubborn. b. rapid. c. cautious.
7. Around the World in Eighty Days was popular mainly because of its
a. realism. Jb. suspense. c. foresight.
8. All the big steamship companies offered Verne large sums of money if he would put Fogg on
one of their ships because
a. they wete deeply moved by the story.
b. they were inspired by Verne’s imagination.
L. they wanted the book to be an advertisement for their companies.
9. Verne's early books set in the future contained
_a. great fear about the world’s future. b. sarcastic replies to his critics.
¢. mention of many inventions now in use.
10. If Jules Verne were writing today he would be most likely to write about
a. a trip to the North Pole. b. the latest scientific discoveries.

.k life in outer space.

VOCABULARY

In each of the following sentences, one word or phrase is underlined, you are to select the

best meaning or svnonym for the word of phrase among the choices given,

{. Then he raised his gun and shot off the game warden’s hat)
a. competitive amusement b. hunted wild animals T. project; plan
2. But he was an inspiration to the scientist in the laboratory.
a. an excitement b. a guide c. something that moves a person to action
3.In fﬁct, there were few wonders of the twéntieth century that this man of the nineteenth cen-
tury did not foresee.
a. know ahead of time b. mention c. describe
4. In his stories you can read about neon lights, moving sidewalks, air conditioning, skyscrap-

ers, guided missiles, tanks,electrically operated submatines, and airplanes.

a. armored vehicles used in warfare b. containers for liguids c. aquariums
5. Experts in mathematics would spend weeks checking his figures.

a. statues b. human shapes ¢. numbers



6.1In a rage, Jules flung it into the fire.

- a. desperation b. fury ¢. despair

7.1t first appeared as a serial in a Paris newspaper.

a. a story published regularly, part by part

8. Insiead, he had Fogg charter a ship.

a. hire b. give rights to c. make

b. an essay

c. ptose

9. Many of Verne’s other books were set in the future.

a. put into type
1 0.1t is like the passing of Santa Claus.

a. extending - b. dying

FAST READING PRACTICE

b. placed in a surrounding

c. slipping by

c. made immovable

You are given three minutes to finish reading the following passage and making your choices

accoirding to the information given in the passage.

A tornado can do a lot of damage. The
wind of a tornado rushes at great speéd around
a funnel-shaped cloud. It travels in a path a
few hundred feet wide and about twenty-five
miles long. As the wind circles counterclock-
wise, the funnel spirals higher and higher.
The force of the wind sucks up water, dirt,
and objezts, and carries them along with it. It
may drop them again many miles away.
Houses and huge trees have been drawn into
tornado funnels. At sea ships have been near-
ly sunk by tornadoes dropping water on them.

East of Aus:tralia, people talk about a
“rain of blood. ” This is caused by a tornado
picking up red dust and mixing it with water
to make red rain. There are even stofies about
a rain of fish and frogs caused by a tornado

sucking them up and then dropping them.

1. A tornado is a
a. rainstorm.
b. dust storm.

c. great circling wind.

— 6 —

d. huge funnel of water.
2. The path of a tornado is usually
a. short and narrow.
b. wider than it is long.
¢. longer than it is wide.
d. both a and b.
3. The wind in a tornado usually travels
a. straight up.
b. up and around.
c. down.
d.down and around.
4. Ships have nearly been sunk when torna-
does have
a.drawn them into the funnel.
b. dropped water on them.
c. blown them in the wrong direction.
d. dropped trees on them.
5. The ‘“rain of blood” east of Australia is
made of
a. fishes and water.
b. red dust and watet.
C. rusty water.
d. real blood.



CLOZE TEST

As U. 8. tourists in Israel, my husband
and I were sitting | a Bethlehem souvenir
shop, 2 for fellow tourists. An Arab
salesman _ 3 us, arm loaded __ 4 belts.
__5 an impassioned sales _ 6 yielded no
tesults, he asked where we were from.

“America,” my husband replied.

Looking at my dark hair 7 olive

skin, the Arab 8
9 . "

Y 10 , Tam,” I said.

He 11 and then asked, “Is that your
husband ?”

, “She's not from the

Yes” , 1 replied.

12 , turning to my husband, he
13, Il give you a hundred camels

14 her.”
My husband looked stunned, and there

was a 15 silence. Finally he replied,

"She's [6 for sale.”

The salesman left, and,

17 indignant, 1 asked, ™ 18 took you

so long to answer?”

19 how to

“] was trying to figure

1.

2.

12,

13.

19.

A out
C around
A looking

C waiting

. A approached

C arrived

.A by

C among

. A While

CIf

. A talk

C speech

. A with

Cor

. A responded

C mentioned

. A America

C States

. A Oh

C Why

. A surprised

C continued
A However
C Again

A bargained
C argued

A buying

C taking

A short

C long

. A no

C certainly

. A somehow

C someway

. A Why

C What
Ain

B outside

D into

B asking

D calling

B came

D got

B with

D in

B After

D Aithough
B description
D agreement
B but

D and

B spoke

D raged

B there

D American
B Yes

D No

B paused

D stunned
B Then

D Later

B stated

D offered

B on

D for

B littie

D small

B just

D not

B somewhat
D somewhere
B How

D Which
Bup



get a hundred camels 20 home. ” C out D off
20. A toward B back
~ C from D to

PROOFREADING

There are 15 errors to be corrected in the following passage, one in each numbered line. Proof-
read the passage in this way . For a wrong word, underline it and write the correct one in the blank
provided at the end of the line. For a missing word, mark the position of it with a ( A ) sign and
write the word you supply in the blank. For an unnecessary word, strike off it with a slash (\) and

write the word you delete in the blank.

If American customs seem strange, remember

that American@ feel same way when they visit another -
country. People living in different cu]tures does_many 2
daily things differently from msy*anéiﬁef‘ What dull (3 B
world it would be if this was not true! (4) B
Some difl'—erences are small, and one soon becgme ¢ (3 ~
accustomed With them. For example, many people find it (6)
strange that Americans move from place to place so frequem.() <y
Born in one city, they may attend school in a second, '

entefepusiness in a thitrd, and perhaps move several less (8)
[
times Buring their lives. Today, most American§ fulty

expect and accept the fact they will move frequently.

Nevertheless, houses are great interest to Americany, (9
They spend much time thj nkmj; reading, and talking (@)
about their homes and w&at to improve them. They €ED)
also enjoy ‘Jooking ag)ther people’s houses. Since they
wouk} enjoy of visiting and examining a house in another ' (12)
country, they may assume you wil] probably have (13
the same desire when you visit the United States. Do
not be surprfdgg, therefore, when you visit an American a4
family and are shown every room the house, including (15) _

the bathroom and kitchen!



Unit 2

PASSAGE FOR . COMPREHENSION
High Up in the Tropics
Starting Time; Minutes Seconds

The South American country of Bolivia has a highly vatied climate which ranges from hot
and moist in the east to high and cool in theyvest. In fact, the one missing element is a sea
breeze,since Bolivia has no coastline.

The population of Bolivia is about three and a half million. Three-fourths of the people live
in the mountainous regions, where the altitude varies from 8,000 to over 13,000 feet. The high-
est mountains are over 21,000 feet high.

About one-tenth of the total Bolivian population is white. Some of these white citizens are -
descendants of the Spanish conquerors who came to South America with Pizarro in the sixteenth
century. Other white citizens migrated to Bolivia from Europe and the United States because of
their interest in trade. The white people in Bolivia c0ntr91 the government and the industries,

About one-fourth of the Bolivians are mixed Indian and white. They usually work as shop-
keepers or govetnment employees. Mote than half of the Bolivians are full-blooded Indians. They
are the descendants of the peoples who made up the Inca Empire. The Inca rulers professed 1o
have come from a race of gods living on an island of the sun in lake Titicaca. This lake is the
largest in South America and one of the highest lakes in the world.

. When the Spanish soldiers conquered the Incas, they imposed their own government on the
country. They also tried to force the people to practice Roman Catholicism and to speak Spanish.
However, even today, most of the Indians still speak their own languages.

Toay, the Indians of Bolivia live in much the same way as their ancestors lived before the
coming of the .Spaniards. Most of them are farmers. They .plough their land with metal-tipped
sticks, just as their ancestors did. The women walk behind the men as they plough, breaking up
the clods of earth. Using these archaic methods, the Indians grow their two chief foods—a grain
called Quinoa and potatoes. Potatoes were first exported to Europe from this part of South Ameri-
ca.

Almost as impottant as food to the Indians is an intoxicating drink called chicha, which is
made from corn and coca leaves. The Indians also chew the coca leaves to give themselves ener-
gy. Chewing these leaves keeps the people from feeling too hungry, thirsty, or cold.

Most of the Indians’ household goods and clothes ate made by hand at horme. The women
weave the brightly-colored cloth on making pottery. Their baked clay pots are well-made, but
they are not as beautiful as the pots their ancestors made centuries ago.

Many of the Bolivian Indians work in the mines, because mining is the most important indus-

try in Bolivia. Some gold and silver are mined there, but the most important mining product is
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tin. Bolivia is the world’s third latgest producer of tin, and this metal makes up three-fourths of
all Bolivia’s exports. Other minerals, such as tungsten, are also mined there. Most of these mines
are located on the high plateaus.

The eastern slopes of the Andes are quite different from the high platcaus. They are a fertile
region, with *aick forests. Many fine wood, such as ebony and mahogany, grow there. How-
ever since there are very few roads in this region, it is not very highly developed. The two prima-
ry means of transportation are rivet boats and porters. Heavy loads are carried by mules or Ha-
mas. Llamas are fairly large animals which are very sure-footed on the mountain slopes. They
can travel long distances with very little food or watet. The Indians weave the wool of the llamas
into a coarse, heavy cloth. Finer cloth is woven from the skin of two similar animals —the vi-
cuna and the albaca. All three of these animals are so useful to the Indians that some historians be-
lieve the Indians came to live in the high country because these animals lived there.

East of the hill region are the great plains that stretch toward Brazil. These plains ate warm
and have a good rainfall. Tropical plants, such as coffee, sugar, tobacco and cotton, can be
grown there. Close to the Brazilian border, the plains are fertile, but very sparsely populated. It
is difficult to keep in touch with other places from these plains, because thete are few rivets and
almost no railtcads. Some Indian tribes in this area live by hunting, fishing, cattle-raising, or
gardening.

A setious problem for Bolivia is the transport of food from the warm regions, where it is
grown, to the mountains, where most of the people live. Airlines are the most convenient solu-
tion to this problem, but they are expensive.

La Paz, the capital of Bolivia, is the country’s largest city. Nearly all the foreigners in are
Indians. La Paz lies in a valley under one of the highest peaks of the Andes. The surrounding re-
gion is barren and food is scarce there.

Lake Titicaca is sixty miles northwest of La Paz. Boats carry people and goods across the wa-
ter. The steamers used on the lake have to be brought across the mountains in pieces, then re-
assembled on the shores of the lake. The Indians who live near the lake use roundish boats made
of the reeds that grow along the lake shores.. The sails are made of reeds too. People and animals
can be carried in these boats, which ate quite strong.

Bolivia has one of the oldest universities in the western hemisphere. It is 400 years old.
However ,many bolivians still cannot read and write. Some schooling is given by the mine owners
in the mining camps. ]

Under the Incas, Bolivia was rich and well-governed. The Spanish invasion upset this soci-
ety. Since bolivia gained its independence, about a hundred years ago, there have been several
wars over boundaries. Bolivia has been slow in developing, but its rich resources promise a more

brilliant future in it.

Finishing Time ;Minutes Seconds
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WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS
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. varied ['vearid] adj. of different sorts; diverse; full of changes or variety AN[FAY; ZAFRY
. moist [ moist] adj. slightly wet B AY ; IHAY

3. missing ['misin] afj. not to be found; not in the place where it ought to be FXANENAY ; NTE

JR ALY B
. breeze [bri:z] ». wind, esp. a soft, gentle wind HIA; R

5. vary ['vesri] v. t.&.i. be, become, cause to become, different A[A] ; P07 ; ]

. descendant [di'sendant] n. person who is descended from the person or persons named Ji5 %
SRR )

. shopkeeper n. owner of a shop J§ 3

. employee [emploi'i:] n. person employed for wages 52 & ; it ;1

. full-blooded adj. of pure descent;not hybrid Z Ffii ; 7l il 478 49

. empire ['empaio ] n. group of countries under one ruler, called emperor HHE

. profess [pra'fes] v. t. &.i. declare that one has(beliefs, likes, ignorance, interests, etc. )%}
FFAGA R KRR

.impose [im'pauz] » t. &.i. force (sth. joneself, one's company on others) 3 {di ; 38N

. Catholicism [ka'®lisizam ] n. teaching, beliefs, etc. , of the Church of Rome POETHZ
B AFMEE

. ancestor ['mnsista] 7. any one of those persons from whom one’s father or mother is descend-
ed A5 ML 5%

. metal-tipped adj. supplied, with a tip made of metal 3474 & J Y

16. clod [kiod] n. lump of earth or clay jfg fHk

17. archaic [a'keiik] adj. of ancient times ¥ {XAY ; 2 (9

18. Quinoa [kwi'noua Jn. a kind of grain produced in Bolivia EL Bl 37 (10 ) 24 0. A —
a2 v/p)

19. intoxicate [in'toksikeit] ». . make stupid with, cause to lose self-control as the result of tak-

27
28
29

ing, alcoholic drink fiff i

. chicha ['tfitfa] x. an intoxicating drink produced in Bolivia 7= F 35 F 44k I 44 — FiH

.coca ['keuka] n. S. American shrub; its dried leaves, chewed as stimulant HHL,(FTEE
Ay -—Fh A, T A TR R D

.chew [tju:] v. t. &.i. work food, ete. about between the tecth in order to crush it 0 ngg

. handloom ['h@ndium] #. loom worked by hand, not by machinery FZU{JL

.pottery ['potari] x. earthware; pots; pottery’s workshop Mg et P RE

. mineral ['minara]] #. substance got from the earth by mining, esp. one that has a constant
chemical composition 747

.tin [tin] n. soft, white metal used in alloys and for coating iron sheets 3]

. tungsten ['tagston] n. grey metal used in making steel and the filaments of electric lamps £

. platcau ['pleetou] n. cxpanse of level land high above sea-level EIHL; ERIR

.ebony ['eboni] n. hard, black wood 1% A ; 1



