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A Legacy of Rainbows

By Aletha Jane Lindstrom

O NE SPRING MORNING 1 paused beside a park
[ 8
fountairﬁ{o watch the spray diffuse sunlight into

shimmering rainbows. A young mother, followed by a tiny
blond girl, came hurrying along the path. When the child
saw the fountain, she threw her arms wide. = “Mommy,
wait!” she cried. “See all the pretty colors!”

The mother reached for her daughter's hand. “Come
on”, she urged. “We'll miss our bus!” Then, seeing the joy
on the small face, she relented.  “All right,” she said.
“There'll be anothem:’

As she knelt with her arms around the child, joy filled
the motlter’s face too - that rare and special joy of sharing
something lovely with someone we love. |

v Since that day, I've found that the happiest, most ob-
servant, most creative children belong to families rich in

|
rainbows shared.

How can parents help a child appreciate the mystery
and excitement of the world? The following suggestions may
help.
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Respect your child's enthusiasms. For a youngster there
is something unforgettable about those times when Mom,
Dad or a grandparent shares the child's discovery. Recently
I ran into a friend and her seven-year-old son standing out-

4

side a bakery. “Jimmy brought me,” she explained. \‘/‘\1;15
stops here every morning on his way to school to S\/ﬂ;l/(\i_l’l\}lle
good sn\lje\l}& I'd forgotten the wonderful Loma of bgked
goods fresh from the oven!” Jimmy squeezed his mother's
hand and looked up at her, his eyes shihing with pride.

On a beach one day I watched a girl, about 12, select
stones from the water’s edge and carry them to her mother.
Then they sat, heads together, while the girl happily at-
tempted to identify her treasures. I later commented to the
mothef, “You must be tremendously interested in stones. ”

“It's Sally’s interest,” she replied. “Right now it's
stones. Next month it may be shells or wildflowers. She
needs someone to listen. #

1 wasn't surprised to find out that Sally is a top student
and the science expert of her class. ﬂ%@t of the

little boy outside the bakery will bgiuﬂnfﬂmﬁdn;mss

always waiting to be explored. -
mour own sense of wonder. given the opportuni-
ty, children eagerly share their parent’s interests. One
mother staked out a three-foot-square section of her back
yard. She equipped herself and her two children with ten-
power magnifying lenses, and together they examined the
~ 9
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area daily. -
“Those lenses opened a new world. ” the mother report-

ed. “ We saw the seasons change and marveled at exquisite

patterns of snowflakes, a blue jay's feather, a butterfly
wing. We discovered exotic weeds » and flowers within flow-
ers. Even the yellow center of a daisy is packed with hun-
dreds of yellow stars. Now we know what Walt Whitman
meant” when he wrote, “I know of nothing else but mira-
cles. ”

I am a teacher, and some time ago the father of one of
my students confided, “ I was upset by the hours Bobby
spent_immobilized in front of the TV. Then I began recall-
ing my own boyhood activities. ”

The following Saturday Bobby and his father built a
raft and poled it down a stream. A week later they made
kites and flew them on Bobby’s grandfather’s farm. In a
school theme Bobby wrote. “My happiest times are when my
dad and I do things he did when he was a kid. ”

Make time for hunting rainbows. AE—gAle mother of
three told me, “While supper is in the oven, 1 walk my tod-
dler around the block. It takes only minutes to let her smell
a flower or call her attention to a flock of birds in the sky. ”

“With the older children, much of our best sharing
takes place during chores. We have a ‘magic window’ over
our kitchen sink where we search for fantastic things in the
clouds. Or look for pictures to paint. And we keep journals

— 3 —
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describing four things that we want most to remember from
each day. Not only are we all becoming more observant, but
we're finding that even our ‘bad’ days have bright mo-
ments, ” '

Help kids find out for themselves. Mark, a teacher at
our nature center, frequently responds to questions by ask-
ing questions of his own. One day when my fourth graders
and I were with him on a nature trail, a chﬁ(ﬁoifni:‘l:) a
bush beside a pond. “Why does that bush have thorns?” he
asked Mark.

“Can you think of a reason?” Mark countered.

Soon the children were 1gssing guestions and answers
back and forth with an enthusiasm 1 seldom saw in school.
Finally one shy little girl giggled and said, “I think they're
where the fairies hang their wings when they go swim-
ming!”

Mark was delighted. “We shouldn’t box children in
with one v‘right’ answer”, he said to me. “When their imagi-
nations roam that’s the best kind of learning. ”

We cannot measure what we give a child when we offer
him a sharpened awareness of life or a dream to dream. If
life is to continue to be worth living, it will depend upon the
creative young people who look upon the world and find it
worth preserving. The onts with a tegaty-of rainbews are
capable of carrying us a greater heights than we have ever
been.
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An Explorer’'s Lesson
By L. F. Willard

Y GRANDSON Jason, who was not supposed to
M leave the front yard, was nowhere to be seen —
normal behavior for a ten-year-old. He didn’t answer my
call. I sat down on a lawn chair to read and noticed the tall
<stepladder lying flat on the ground under the big tree beside
the driveway. It didn’t take Sherlock Holmes to figure Jason
was up in that tree and had accidentally kicked the ladder
away. He wasn’t about to come down, and he wouldn't let
me know he was stranded. 1 could restore the ladder and
rescue him, but then I recalled an episode in my youth that I
now, more than 50 years later, s.:;ldenly understood.

Raymond Cutting was to many people a village charac-
ter, but a charming one. A white haired, well-dressed gen-
‘tleman, he entered my life briefly when I was Jason's age.

I roamed the village freely. My parents said no only to
the abandoned slate quarry at the foot of a local mountain,
but it was a fascinating place: full of milky-green water,
small mountains of slate fragments with occasional poplar
saplings growing through to make climbing easier, and

. : — 9 —
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